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Eccleſ. £ 8. Il'2, Surely,T know it hoallbe well 
' with them that fear God, that fear before 


Timor preſens ſecuritatem generat ſempiter- 


| 


| 
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RARY: 


- To the Ghriſtian 
R E ADER:. 


| i was tis ſaying of A bra: 
| & hamto Abimelech; Geni 20. 
11. Becauſe I thoug ht ſurely the 
| fear of God is not in this place, 
1 they will ſlay me for my wifes 
[0+ Where the Fear of 
Gop i wanting, what E- 


vil will not Men commut*© 


\ WI ere this Bank 1s broken 

\down, the Floods of all man- 
ner of Wickedneſs will flow 
lover. - Hence it is, Thatin . 
os A+: -an 


our: ir Age, many tt curn a Atheiſts, 

' run to all manner of Exceſs of | 
Riot, play the Apoſtates, grow | 
faint-hearted in the Cauſe of 
God, are afraid of Men : : and þ 
as the Burgundians once were a- | 
fraid all the Reed's they ſaw,had / 
been Launces ; fo thele fear e- } 
very thing o they ſee , yea, their | 
own has 5 * and all this 1s | 
for want of the Fear of God. } 
 Merito omni timet, qui illum | 
non timet. Its therefore very | 
proper Work for.us to ou af- | 
ter this Fear, Itis called » Ta- | 

_nitor eAnime, TheP orter to | 
keep out the Soul 's Foes,” 'and 
to let 1n the Soul's Friends. It 
is Principium Precipuum 
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I Sapientiz, The Beginning and 
| Perfection of Wiſdom ; there- - 
{ fore fit tobe purſued after. Re- 
1 member thar ſpeech of the Lord 
7 concerning 1/rael, Deut.5.29. 
1 O that there were ſuch an heart 

1 in them, that they would fear me. 
- { Shall God wiſh it, and ſhall not 
ir | men prels afterit * yet ſuch 1s 
's | our averleneſs to that which 1s 
. { good, that Precept upon Pre- 
7 | cept, and Line upon Linewill 
7 | ſcarce perſwade us. 
_ The Reverend Author of 
this enſuing Tract , hath taken 
) oreat paines to promote that 


| | which the Lord doth fo pathe- 
| ticaily wiſh for. Read dili- 
gently therefore what- 1s here 
| Written 


written, and Gio nayſt ain 
j much by it, Here thou wilt $i 
of finds ſome Diloverics of this © 
Fear, ſome Meotives to preſs af- Fi 
ter it, and ſome Helps to obtain # 
| it ; all handled in a moſt affeRi- J 
onate and melting manner:and | 
that a Bleſsing may gO alon 
with this Diſcourſe, in order to 


thy eternal Benefic, is the deſire 


of 
3; Thy ſouls well-wiſher, 
Richard Kentiſh. 
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f To the 
| Chriſtian Reader, 


Lthough my Approbation can add little 4 
| A werght tothe worth of this enſumng Trea- 2 
{riſe 5 yet being deſired to ſhew kindneſs tothe - 
{ Dead, in giuing a true Teſlimony to this 
1 Poſthumoys Piece, I could not refuſe to perform 
| ſuch au Office of Love, as by the Rnle of 
| Love we are all ob]iged unto, Thy there- 
\ i fore 1 may truely ſay, That baving over- 
viewed it , I finde nothing Yr 1t but that which 
Js ſound, holy and wholeſome , fit to inform 
g the Judgement , and to raiſe hely Reſolutions 
_ 4nd Aﬀecions in the Hearts of the Readers, 


ſweetly 


Aabk...a. xi, Gabe 
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'- fweath Lreathing forth Prety in every Paſſ ave j 


of it : ſo that whoſoever will give it the | 


reading over, (which will quickly be dowe ) 
ſhall have cauſe not to thigck bis Time wif- 
ſpent : But (if bus Heart be ina right Diſpo- 
'ſ#tton) he ſhall finde it hereby more ſlirred 
with deſire to get to be amongſt the number 


of thoſe true Fearers of God, for whom, a | 


louimg Record and 4 Book of Merciful Remem- 


Erance ſhall be written for their ſhelter 11 eyil 


Times , that they may fiade Mercy 1a the evil 
day; for which tzmes,our good God fit and prepare 
5 all, Farenel. | 


Tho. W hitfeld. 
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Mar.3.16,17,18, 


they that feared the Lord, ſpake often one 
b a:0ther ; and theLord hearkued and heard 
, and a look of remembrance was written 
' fore him for them that feared the Lord, 
lzd that thought upon his Name, 

| i they ſhall Le mize, ſatth the Lord of hoſts, 
| - that day when I make up my jewels; and 1 
4 pw fpare him , as a manſpareth his own ſon 

at ſerveth him, 

ſhall ze return, and diſcern between the 
whteom and the wicked, between him that 
&ueth God, and him that ſerveth him mot. 


k 


> Mat firſt give you ſome light in- 

=D to the context , and then come 

a= unto the words of the text : Z 

== Then they that feared the Lord. A 

== Theparticle az, Ther, inthe 

front of the texr,carries us back 

o the confideration of the coherence. _ 

he codly here, having this charaRer gaver 
” B chem, 
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fweetly breathing forth Piety jn every Paſſa, 
of it : ſo that whoſoever will grue it t\ 


reading over, (which will quickly be dowe 
ſhall have cauſe net to thizk bis Time wit: 


ſpent : But (if by Heart be ina right Diſpe BF 
ſition.) he ſhall finde it hereby more ſlurve. 
with deſire to get to be amongſt the numbe 
of thoſe true Fearers of God , for whom, © 
loving Record and a Book of Merciful Remem®* 
brance ſhall be wrutea for their ſhelter 12 ev; 
Times , that they may finde Mercy in the evi 
days for which times,our good God fit and prepar, 

#5 all, Farenel. 


Tho. W hitfeld. 


 Mar.3.16,17,18, 


- Ther they that ſeared the Lord, ſpake often one 
S to artther ; and theLord hearkued and heard 
zt , and a Look of remembrance was written 
| ZUcfore him for them that feared the Lord, 

* ard that thought upon his Name, 
' $Ard they ſhall Le mize, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, 
1 tn that day when I make up my jewels; and 1 
will ſpare him , as a man ſpareth his own ſon 

1 thatſervethhim, 
1Then ſhall ze return, and diſcern between the 
1 righteous and the wicked , between him that 
ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth him uot. 


> Mat firſt give you ſome lighc in- 
D to the context , and then come 
unto the words of the text * 

Then they that feared the Lord. 
The particle «x, They, inthe 
fron of the text,carries us back 

unto the conſideration of the coherence. _ 
The codly here, baving this charaRer giver 
B chem, 
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them, The-y that ſeared the Lord,were (2s it ſeems) 
reſerved co thote Jaſt and looleſt times of the | 
Jewiſh Church , afrer the recurn trom Baby/on 3 | 
where che ſeventy years captivity had not much {| 
reformed or: amended the mayor pare of the * 
Jew:. Gods correRing hand had lain 's long '! 
rime fore heavienponrthem ; bur God had-not 
his end upon this untoward generation: rhele ©; 
uſanAified perions grew worſe and worſe with |; 
:Hffions ; witneſs their blaſphemous words be- 5 
fore my text, where they ſiand ſtonring it out i 
with the Lord of hoſts, verſ. 13. Tour words 
have been ſtout agmſt mes, ſaith the Lord : yet ye L 
ſay , Wont have we ſpoken ſo much againſt thee ? || 
i hey ſt1Cx not £0 charge God with deep ofciran- Þ 


(2) 


_cvand nevied of his beit ſervants, ſverſ, 14.) as | 


if caey ſhonld reap no fruit from the ſervice of 7 
God ; as if all their labonr were in vain : yea | 
indeed, they tax God of flar tnjquiry, and moſt £ 
vnequal adminiſtrations, verſ,15. Ard now we | 
call the prond harpie + yea, they thit werkh_ wicked= | 
ref are ſet up; Jeazthey that tempt God are even de- || 
liverei. As if they had ſaid, Surely there is no #Þ 
reward for the righteons, verily there 13 ror a 
God that doth judze in the earth : the proud, 
who tempt God, and trample upon his people, 
they are nat onely not puniſhed, bur-eyen pre- 
fer'd and adyanced for their labour:zexherthings 
are not ordered by a.divine providence, bur lefr 
ar random , let run ar. fixes and ſevens; or elſe 
there 1s not an even Or.equal hand held over the 
ſons of men, bur partiality and unrighreonſaeſs 
found in God, Thus theſe miſcreants in tbeir 
madneſs ſer their monthes againſt heaven, and 

ſpared 


- # —_ - . 


| 3 

pared not deſpireſnily co ſpit their verom in the 
face of God himlielf, Ar the hearing of which 
horrid and abhorred blaiphemies, the godly of 
theſe times are much affeted ; they mer often 
about it , and not without 2 great deal of good 
conference : Then they that feared the Lord ſþake 
often oe toancther, Then? when? Why whites 
the wicked did blaſpheme, and belch our cheir 
impictles againſt God ; even at that inſtant and 
junarre of time, they that feared the Lora, ſþ the 
often one to anoth'r, Thus briefly of the Co- 
herence. | 


The whole text may be divided into thele two 
main or £eneral branches : 
1. A duty performed. 
"% : mercy returned upon the performance 
of 1t. 
The duty performed lies in the heginning of 
rhe rext, even in theſe words : Then they thas 
feared the Lord, ſpake often one to another. Which 
duty 15 ;luitrared or ſer forth rwo ways: 
I, Inthe circumances of tr. 
2, In the matter and ſ{ubiiance of ir. 
Ta the circumſtances ; and they arz two? 
1, Of Time. 
2, Of Perſons, 
"Of time: Thens Then they, &c. 
| Of perſons : They were ſuch as feared the 
Lord, and thanght Apo0n hes ELTH as you ſee 1n 
the beginping and concluſion of verl.16, 
And then the duty is illuſtrated in the mat- 
ter and ſubſtance of it ; and that was frequent 


mutrnal conference ; they ſpake often one to an- 
B..2 other 
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ME er (4) | 
other : Then they that fora the Lord, ſpake often 
63e to another, 

So much of the firli general branch : the ſe- 
cond is a mercy returned ; and that is two- 
fold : | 

Fir{t, Gods gracious accepration ; 

1. In chart for the preſent he regarded and 
reipeted whar they did : The Lord heark- 
ed, and heard it. | 

2, In thar for the future he regiltred or re- 
corded it: And a book of remembrance was 
writtes b:fore him, | 

Secondly , His ri2hteous remuneration or re 
rx1buton, | 

7, Of mercy tohis people: which refleRs 

I, Upon their perſons. 
2, Upon cheir performances, 
Lipon their perſons, which he will 
:, Own: They ſhall be mine, [aith the Lord. 
2, Honour; [nz tha! day when I make up my 
Jewels, 

Secondly, This mercy reſpe&s their perform- 
ances, in paſling by the weakneſſes, defeRs, and 
failings of chem 2 1 will ſpare them. as a man,&C. 

And theo laſtly, you have Gods juſt and righ- 
reous retribution of judgement unto his cne- 
mies, verſ.18. Thenſhall yereturn, and diſcern be- 
tween the riohteous and the wicked gbetyeen him that 
ferveth God, aud him that ſerveth him not. 

And rhus you have likewiſe briefly heard 
both the Diviſion and Subdivilion of the Text, 

There 1z yet one thing more which I muſt 
wade thorow, before I proceed onto the Da- 
Qrine, and that is Explication. 

Now 


(5 RX 
Now that I may RE © 26 nnro the DoArine 
rhe ſooner, I ſhall open the 16 verſe onely, and 
the 1wo Other verſes when 1 come to the hand- 
ling of them, 

Well then, firſt of the 16 verſe : Then they 
that feared the Lord, ſpake often one to another : and 
the Lord hearkned and heard it , aud a vock of re- 
membrance was written before him , for them that 
feared the Loyd, and that thought upon his Name. 

In the Hebrew we read it thus: Az nidbbars 
Jrra Jehovah jh Elraganaha : Then they fearing 
God, ſpakhe often may (or every man) to his neighboxr 
(or companion.) For though the Hebrew word 
for ſþke, in the conjugation Kal nores a bare 
{peaking ; yer in the conjugation N:phal, ſerms- 
uu cortinuationem ſer frequentationem ſignificat ; 
_ It fignifies the continuation or frequencie of thetr 
ſpeaking one to another: they did nor do ir 
onely once or ewic?, but ehey did it often 2 Thes 
they that feared the Lord, (þake often one to anther, 
Thoſe few names that had not defiled rheir 
garments In fo foul a ſeaſon, hm had kepr them- 
ſelves unſpo.ted of the world, they ſpake often, 
Oc, 

Some render the rext, Tnxc vaſtati ſunt ti- 
mentes Domini, [c. ab impis athers 1n9p145. £05 
invadentibz: 1, e. Then were th:ſe that feared the 
Lord waſted and deftroyed.vir.by thoſe atheiſts, who 
fell from fierce words to bloudy blows, And the 
reaſon of this verſion or readinz 1s , becaule the 
word d:bh; inthe text, in the corju2ation Pihet, 
15 rendered co $i!l, or to deſtroy. But I conceive 
thar this is far fer,and nothing ſo 2greeable unto 
the minde of rhe holy Ghoſt, as our Tranſlation 
B 2 ISe 
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(6) 


is, For, 1, 'Tis not d:bberu in Pihel, but widh- 


bers in Niphal, B:fides, this reading is not fo 
2n{werable to the following words. | 

I, bur you will ask me, What did theſe men 
fearing the Lord ſpeak, when they ſpake ſo of- 
ten one to another ? 

Stock, in his Expoſition upon Malachi, and 
ſome others, think the words following co be 
theirs, and not God's words ; who, they lay, 
ſpeaking n2t until the 17 verſe, in comforting 
one an2ther, they ſaid , The Lord hearkned and 
heard, %-, Bur for my parc, I rather incline to 
thole wito tell gs, that the Propher hath not 1n 
expreſs words declared whar theſe men fearing 
rhe Lord ipake one roanother; onely im tellibs 
us that they ſpake one tO another, and dy oppo» 
ting them to the ungodly of that time, 1t mult 
be ſappoied rhat they ſpake good and gractons 
things: they flood upto ſickle for God,ro op 
the mouth of Blaſphemy, and ro eſtabliſh one 
another inthe perſwaſion of Gods holy Truth, 
and conſtant care of his own childzen, Thole 
wicked ones did not ſpeak fo much acaialt God, 
avainlt his providence and coyernment, as they 
did fer GoJ1, in defence of b13 provigence and 
government. And this they did for nuual 
tirenothening and confirmation, that that which 
was haply halting mighc not be tnemed cur: of 
the way;but healed rather , that they might con- 
firm each other againſt thoſe grear and erieyous 
temptations which lay in their way. 

It foilow-th: And the Lord hearkned, and 
heard it, Did they whiſper ſo in one anothers 
Earhart no car Cile heard them ? - No: the Lord 

hearks 


# bearkned, and heard it ws Lord liſtened, as it 
© were, ac the kzy-hole yz be was under the win- 
© dow. - The ward jachebil in the Original, he 
| hearkned , comes from a root which fignifies tO 
Y attend, and lifc up the ear: Ge/tres eff diligenter 
auſcultintis ; s'the geſture of one that heark- 
neth diligently : and fo the word 1s tzken, [ſai, 
52,3, th2 later part of the verſe:; 1, ©, They ſhall 
diligently hearkes Nay, the word imports not 
onely attention of body,bur artertion of minde; 
as when a man hiſteneth as for life, and makes 
hard ſhifc to hear all : thus :he Lord hearknedgand 
heard ; the Lord did diligently oblerve whar 
they ſaid, and what rhey did : noihing drops 
from them, but the Lord attenticely regards ic. 
Thes they that feared the Lord, babe often one to an- 
other : and the Lord hearbned aud heard it, 
eAnd a book of rem:mbrance was written before 
bh m. In the Hebrew weread icthus s Axd there 
was written 4 back of Emory vefore his face. 
We read in Scripture of a threefold book of 
God. The fir{i 1s a book of his reſolved Decree s 
of this we read,Exod.32.32. Saich 229ſes there, 
Yet now, if thou wilt, forgive their {in ; and if not, 
vlot me, I pray thee, out of thy back, which thoss 
ba$t written, So Pſal.69, 28, So 1a many other 
rexts, where by book we are to underiiand the 
book of Gods Decree, or Pre-ordivation, Se- 
condly, there is a book of Gods ated Provie 
dence : Pſal.139.16. Thine eyes did ſee my ſub- 
fance yet being unper felt,and is thy book all my mens- 
bers were written, &C, 5.e, inthy book of provi- 
dence. Now this later is but a tranſcript of co- 
_ pieof the former, Thoſe huge original volumes 
B 4 of 
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: (8) 
of love and bleſſings which he hath laid op in 
his heare for his own people; thoſe alſo of wrach 
and judgment which he barh laid op there againſt 
his enemies from all eternity : thoſe yolnmes (1 


ſay)of love or wrath are writing out every day, 


by the hand and pen of Providence. Bur then 
rhirdly, there is a book of love, andof remem- 


brance : Pſal. 56.8, Thou tell: my wanderings * 


pat thou my tears into thy bottle ; are they not in thy 
book ? 1, E. in thy book of remembrarce. And 
this lacter (Beloved) is the book ſpoken of here 
inmy text. Then they that feared the Lord, [haks 
often one to anther ; and the Lord hea hened , and 
heard it , and a book of remembrance was written 


before him : Liber monumentt, A Book of As 


and Monuments ; ſo ſome render it, in alluſion 
unto the cuſtom of Kings, E/h.2.2 3, latrer part: 
And it was written in the book of the chronicles be- 


fore the king, Tamerlain, that warlike Scythian, 


of whom you read io che Turkiſh Hiſtory, had 
always by him a catalogue of the pames and 
oood deſerts of his ſervants,which he daily pern- 
ſed, and whom he duely rewarded ; not need- 
ing by them, or by any others in their behalf,to 
be puc iv remembrance, Thus (Beloved) God 
(if T may ſo ſpeak) files np the prayers of his ſer- 
vants, puts all their ſpeeches as well as practices 
upon record, that he may make all honourable 
mention of them at che laſt day, in the General 
Afﬀembly of heaven. Liber Commentarii, a book 
of Commentaries, io Juni renders it, where 
God dorh as it were deicant and comment upon 
all che holy and gracious ſpeeches and praQices 
of his people, You mult nor uaderſtand ic ſo, as 

| if 
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| (9) 
if God had any ſuch M:morial-book, as if he 
ftood in need of ir, or were ſnbject ro forgerfu]- 
neſs , no, bur *tis ſpoken a'r3ygwmmdss, after the 


| manner of men , who have books to help their 


memories, God will no more forget the ſayon- 
ry religious diſcourſes of his people, then aman 
doth chat which he harh recorded in his book 
lying before him : A book of remembrance was 
written before him z before his face. )f we ſpeak 


bur a word for God , we ſhall hear of ic again : 


God takes it and pevs it down : he ſets it down 
preſently ; all was kept npon record, As when 
they who do not fear the Lord ſpeak one to an- 
other, when wicked men plot againſt the righ- 
teous, or conſpire againſt the holy ways of God, 
God hearkneth and heareth, and there 18 a book 
of remembrance kepr of it; let them whiſper as 
ſoftly as they can, God can hear, and will record 
all cheit malicious ſpeeches, all their evil devices 
ang contrivements , whether againſt himſelf, or 
a-ainſt his ſervants : ſoon the other ſide, when 


they that feared the Lird ſpake ofien one to another, 


in the juſtification of his ways, in the vindicati- 
on of his providence , the Lord hearkned and 
heard; and a book of remembrance was written be- 
fore him, Of the two, *tis better expreſt by a 
book, then by words : for that which is wricteo, 
1s more durable and permanent ; whereas things 
ſpoken many times vaniſh, andare blown away 
in rhe air, and come to nothing, 

Well chen, in the laſt place, we will conhider 
in whoſe behalf this book of remembrance was 
Written : it was, you fee, for thens that feared the 


Lord, and thought upop his Name, For them that 
feared 
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; Before I proceed to openthe ſubſequent verſes, 
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(x0) 
feared the Lord , of that charaRer of the godly] 7 
ſpike ſomething but even now : and that thoughpher 
» bs Name ;, 4 word or two onely of this epiwe! 
tier or charater, The word in the Ocigingjthe 
here, uſed, is derived from a word which ſignijGo 
fies-nort ſimply or barely co chink , but co fer thgTh: 
head and heart on work about that which wg ano 
think ups. Ic carries the intention of the mind 
with ir, And that thought upon his Name : i, e| de 
that had God before their eyes, that minded his 
glory , that crhonght upon his Commandments = 
to do them'; thole are the perſons for whom 4] Q! 
book of remembrance was Written before the 
Lord. na 
And thus have I at leneth finiſhed the Cohes/ 
rence, the Divifion and Explication of the texr,} it 


I ſhall enquire what Obſeryations may be made, fa 
upon , and Deduttions gathered from this 16! 
verſe which I have already opened, : 
 Andhere firſt of all, I ſhall rake into conſide-! 
ration che connexive or copulative particle The 
in the beginning of the verſe : THEN, they that! 
feared the Lord, &c.' Then 2 When 2 Why in! 4 
thoſe looſer and more degenerated times, when 
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u 
P 
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a 
men were arrived to-thar height of impudency | 

| 


and profaneſs, as to ſay, it was-co n0 purpoſe to. 
ſerve God « then when their black monthes 
were ſwoin big with their blaſphemies ; THEN 
they that feared the Lord ſake often one to another :\ 
they ipake of God, and for God ; they then | 
Rood up 1n the vindication of his ways and ad- | 
miniltcations,  Sothar (Bzloved)from hence 1 


{hall note thi; Pojory namely, | 


That 


4 (13) TT 
dly] That the ſervants of God muff labour to ſhew 
wohhbemſelves beſt in the worſt times, When others 
epilwere molt again't God , 1nd contrary nnco him, 
inaſtheo mult chey be moit Rirring and a&ive for 
gnijGod , moſt diliyenc and careful in his buſineſs, 
th{Thes they that feared the Lord, (þake often one to 
we another. _ : 
ind In the proſecution of which Poinr, I ſhall or- 
i. &) der my Method in this faſhion, 
big 2. 1 ſhall confirm the Point by precepr. 
nos 2, Commend this duty,from the conſtant pra- 
mn a Rice of the people of God in all Ages. 
the) 3. Clear it up, upon ſome grounds and ratto- 
| nal conſiderations, 

Red And then laſtly, make ſome improvement of 
xr,} it unto our felvee, | | 
es; HIfhall proceed upon thele ſeveral Heads , ſo 
| far as the ordirary time will permir ; beginning 
6] with thole expreſs precepts which are ſcattered 
up and down in the Scriptuies io this very pur= 
e.] pole. We will conteor. our ſelves wich three 
2x| or four, The one 1s Exod. 23, 2. Thox ſhalt net 
at follow a multitude to do evil, Some whereof are 
in| ſer down by way of negation, {ome by way cf 
n: afirmariov, The way to hell 1s brad, and much 
yy beaten, Per viam publican non ingredere y WAS 


; one of Pjthagoras his precepis 3 Do not do as 
s| the moſt do, leſt thou henndone for ever, Ar» 
V gumentum turpiſſimum turba, ſaith Seneca ; An 
*| Argument fromthe mul: irude, is vert argumen- 
1, tative, Nay, you tee there 1s here in this text 2 
- | ſpecial reſtraint pur upon its Thou ſhalt wot follow 
| a wltitnde rodoevil., And the Reaſon 1s, be- 
cauſe man is ſo apt to be led by many ; the heare 
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| (12) he 
is ready to flatter it ſelf into an opinion, tha! fro 
God will nor be very avgry when a pradtice q. 
Is grown common : this is the courſe of the] chi 
world, this is the way of moſt men ſurely there 
is no great danger in it. Well now, ſaich God, 
Thos ſhalt not follow a multitude todo evil, A (e 
cond rext to this purpole, you have, Prov.1, 10, pe 
Tlg and followine yeries:? My ſon, if ſinners en of 
tice thee, conſent thou not, XC, q.d, Do nor cloſe! rw 


, In,or comply with them, And again,Rew.,1 2,2, W 


Be not conformed to ths world, He doth nor ſay,] ec 
Live not in the world ; we mult live here, uncil} ke 
God cail ns hence : neither doth he ſay, Uſe nor} of 
the wor!d ; for *is impoſſible buc that whiles! pi 
we live here, we muſt uſe the world; thouch we] 4 
2re cautioned to wſe the world as though we uſed v1 
it wot : bur,Be not conformed unts this world, The! m 
word in the Greek is ov3yuarites * Accommo*| Þ 
date not your ſelves to the world : fo Eraſmus reads} h' 
it, Faſhion not jour ſelves tothe world : fo Beza,| y 
But Mm ours, and ſome other Tranſlicions , Con-| 1 
forms not, &c., As a Player is faſhioned to the oe-| it 
{ture and words, ether of drupkenneſs or adnl- 
rery, when heaRech them on the ſcaffold ; har 
IS the rrue notation of che word, Be not con- 
formed to this world , 1.e, Do not make the man- | 
ners of rhe world the rule of your life: ler nor | 
your corrupt mindes, which will carry you after | 
2 corrupt world, prevail with yon, Now theſe | 
are che precepts which are laid down by way of | 
Negation, I ſhall give. you two that are ſer | 
down by way of Affirmation. As 2.43, faith | 
Peter there , Save your ſelves from this wntoward 
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Leneration ; i, ©, from the corrupt ſociety of un- 


belie- 


(13) 

believers. And again, 2Ccr.6,17, Come ont 
ha! from among them and be ye ſeparate, ſaiththe Lord: 
ice; q.d. Do not comply with the corruptions of 
he the world ; let all theſe 20, whatever yculoſe 
ere! or ſuffer for it, Thus mnch for che precepts. 
2d) Tn the ſecond place, I ſhall commend this dn- 
ſe} ry unto you from the conltanr practice of the 
'0, people of Godeven in all ages. See an ioftance 
-n-\ of ir,1.i0 Noah: when the whole earch was Cor- 
oe} cupt beforeGod,he walked perfeRtly & uprightly 
2,] with Godin his generation,Gen.7.1, Noah walk- 
y,| edalonegin a waydifferenc from a world of wic- 
cil! ked people z he was moſt fincere in the ſervice 
ot! of God,in the darkeſt midnighc of damned im- 
es! piety. 2. Abraham, pnll'd as a brand out of 
ve] {rof the Caldees, where-ever he came, he ſet 
zd| upaltars ro God inthe midſt of Tdolaters, and 
1e; makes open profeſſion of his worſhip before the 
o*| people of the land,Gey,12.6,7,8 So Joſhua after 
is| him, Jo} 24.15, Do you whac you will ; chongh 
a.| you do generally, & univerſally ſerve other gods, 
=| 1 and my houſe will ſerve the Lord. See this 
--| in Eljgah, who was zealow for the Lord God of 
= | boftz, thou2h alone and ſingular, 1 King.19.10. 
t| IT mighr tell youof Obadiah, who feared the Lord 
;- | preath,in a common defeQion,1 King, 18, But 
- | come weunto the New Teſtament,and let us ſee 
rt; whar praQtice of this duty we finde there, I 
r | ſhall beginwith Chrift, who 1s the original co- 
e | pie, aninfallible unerring example : he was earez 
f | . upwith the zeal of hi Fathers houſe , when it was 
2 
. 


pollured and profaned by all ſorts, Jeh.2.1441 5, 

16,17, The Apoſlles after his departure reſol- 

ved to obey God , notwithſtanding the 
o 


WL Io. | 
_ of the Connce!; 4s 4.19, 20, Paul openly; 
conteſteth with tie Gentiles at Athens about, 
chejr {cyſleſs fuperſiirion, As 17.22, Antipa, 
held for:b rhe Word of life even atito the death,! 
where Satans throne was , Rev. 2.13, Polycary,| 
that blefled Matryr of Jeſus Chriſt ; who being! 
commanded by rhe Tyrant co do facrifice to, 
the Tdol , returns this anſwer : Eighty and odde 
years have I ſerved my maſter (briſt , and he never | 
deceived me ; and ſhall I zow deſert him? God for- | 
bid me any ſuch wickedneſs, Oftoginta ſex anzo, 
ih ſervai, 8&7. Ir were eafie ro come lower,ard 

Dearer our own times, and to produce a whole! 

cloud of ſuch who held forch the Word of life! 

by a bold and wiſe profefſion in the dajkneſs ot! 
Popery, But I will give you one onely inſtance! 
more, and then conclude : it was Athana( 
thar notable champion of Chrift , who ſtood| 
fomlyro the defence of rhe Truth, when all the 
Chriſtian world befide was rorned Arrian : le 
Hr" totes orbis impetum ſuit ingit « the whole, 
World was fer azzinlt Arhansfm, and Athanalm 
againſt the whole world, And thus you have! 
reard how the fore-mentioned daty hath been: 
pr=&tiied by the ſervanrs of Ged, | 
©:Tcome co rh=- Grovnds of the Poirr, Tf you! 
look either npward or downward. either to God} 
or men, you will fnde Reaſcn ſufficient for che! 
practice of this duty ; all which Reatons are! 
grovnded npon the text, and ſhall be thence ga- 
thered, | 
I ſhall begin with the firſt, The Reaſons raken 

from God; and 'they ſhall be theſe two. 

I, God dothexa&ly abſerve, and graciouſly . 
accept 


AY —— gy aa clo Mc. c. _—y 4a 
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| (15) 
acc2vpt of ſuch his ſervancs as continne conſtant 
with him corrupt and deprayed times, in a 
oeneral detection or declenſion: when fin is 
grown ni{ual, and almoſt epidemica], then to ad- 
here tothe Truths, Ways, and Ordinances of 
Ged, Oh how pleaſing and acceptable is this nn- 
ro God!” The Lord hearkned and heard, ({aith my 
Text ) God'was munch raken and affeRed with 
thoſe ſweer conferences, thoſe godly dialogues 
and diſcouries which dropr from the mouthes of 
the godly of thoſe times: he hearkned ard heard, 
ic was:melodious ard. delightfnl mufick ro his 
heavenly-ears, and he doth as it were apply bts 
ears cloſe, he lays them near co their lips, as 
Joth to loſe any part of their holy language : The 
Lord hearhned and heard, 1 Pet.3.12, ſfanh the 
Apoſtle there, The eJes of the Lord are over the 
righteoms', and hu ears are open unto their prayers : 
or, as 'tis in the Original, Hzs ears are unto,oT [4- 
ther intotherr prayers: &; Sino /F, Now what 
the Apoſtle there ſpeaks of that individual or 
particular 'dury of Prayer; 1s as rrne of their 
whole Chriſtian praQtice : nor a prayer which 
the godly put up, not a-£o0d work they do, not 
a good word which they utter, no not a good 
thought which they concelve,bur che Lords eyes 
are upon it, and his ears open unto ic ; he ſersic 
all down in his Regiſter or Note-book : A book 
of remembrance was written. 

Bnr then, 2, As the Lord doth graciouſly ac- 
cept of this praQtice, ſo will he plentifully re- 
ward it : this labour. @ faith and love ſhall ne- 
ver be forgotten ; it ſhall not onely be entred 
cr ingrofled in a book of remembrance, bur rc 

ſhall 


(16). 


ſhall be mine : 1, e. 1 will not onely own them by 
2 general right, as my.creatures ; but by a ſpect 
al, peculiar, and difiingniſhivg title, as my chil- 
dren, my Saints and Seryants , ſuch as have made 
4 covenant with me by ſacrifice 3 I will be their God, 


axd they ſhall be my people : 1 will look upon them 


as the top of my wealth, and my molt efteemed 


creaſnre, as my Jewels, whom 1 will keep ſafe in 
che golden Cabiner of my ſpecial providence, 
and farherly proteRion, But this 1s not all: / 
will pare them (O00 , 4s a man ſpareth his onely ſon 
#hat ſerveth him : 1,e, 1 will not caſt them our, 
Or Tej:& them, for every ſmall faulr , for every 
flaw or defect in their ſervices 2 1 ſhall give them 
their allowance, paſs by and over-look their 


weaknefſes, How effeQual (me thinks) might 
cheſe Cootiderations be, to provoke us to a holy 
contention iv godlineſs, when the times are ne- 


ver ſo bad and boiſterous! Hereby we ſhall 
pleaſe God, hereby we ſhall procure good unto 
our ſclves, And thns in brief of the firit fore 
of Reaions,taken from Ged, 


The fecond ſort reſpe& Men: And that 1.Our 


ſelves; and ther 2. Others. 1.,Onr ſelves. And 
chis I ha}} branch forth into two particulars, 


T. By cleaving cr flicking cloſe nnto God in 


they ſhallbe mire, faith the Lord of hofts., te. They » 


corrupt rimes, we ſha]l approve our ſelves, 1. to | 


be holy Chriſtians : 2, to be zealous Chriſtians, 
Firft, we ſhajl make it appear that we are holy 
Chriſtians, that we are nien and women fearing 
God. Jam.1.27. ſaith the Apoſtle there , Pure 


reÞgion , aid wndefiled before God, and the Father, 


i this , — To keep himſelf unfpotted ſrom the 
world; 
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world, When we keep our ſelves unſpotted of 


the world, and eſcape unrainted of it, 'tis an ar- 
oumenc chat our Religion 1s a pure Religion : # 
pure life, eſpecially in impure cimes,arenes a ho- 
ly faith ; it fignifieth, chat che myſtery of faith is 
held in a pare conſcience, We never anſwer Relti- 
ojon better, then when we keep our way «nde- 
filed, 1 Cor.11.19, There mnit {(aith theApo- 
tile) be errours alſo among yow : there mult be er- 
rours in doarine, and errours in praice , cor- 
ruption zn judgement, and corruption in life : 
but why ? *ctis becauſe they which are approved 
maybe made manife#t : ive of Suge: gartegt Yeravras 
Yugr The word bus inthe Greek is meta- 
phorical, a Metaphor borrowed from allowance 
of Coyn : Silver which by the Goldſmiths crial 
is found good, 15 called ziyur, 5,e, allowed,vood 
and curravt. Evil and corrupt times zre diſcri- 
minating and diltipouiſhing times , then men 
and women ſhew chemſclves what they are,whe- 
cher counrerfeic or currant profeſſors ; "Tis then 
ealie for men to judge of themlielves, and for 
others tojudee of them. Read Ph11.2.1 5.That 


' ye may be blameleſs, and harnsleſs, the ſous of God, 


without rebuke , in the midit of a crooked and per- 
verſe nation , among whom ye ſhine as lights in the 


| world, There mult be a perverſe ard eraceleſs 


2 
- 


' lia/, -This now, I fay, 15 the property of a man 
C 


; generation, a viperons brood, in the midit of 


whom Gods Saints mutt ſhine as lamps in the 
world, that ſo they may approve themſelves 
blameleſs and barmleſs, the ſons of God, with= 
out rebuke,holding forth the Word of lifeqwhen 
'tis moſt oppoſed and oppreſt by the ſons of Be- 


chat 
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char tcoly fears God * cannoc blow hot and 
cold, as we uſe ro ſay ; he dares nor ſwear by 
God and Malchim; he will nothide the Truth 
in indiff:zrency : he knows thar God mult be 


worſhipped truly, withour halring , and orally, 


withont halving. Thar 13 the ficlt thine, 

Bur then, 2. As by cleaving nnto God, his 
Truth and Service, in the worit times, we ſhall 
approve our ſelves to be holy Chriſtians : ſo like- 
viſe ſhall we make 1: appear that we are zealous 
Chrilttans, ſollicironfly minding that high 8 ho- 
ly Name of God, whereby we are caljed. Thu; 
che holy Apoliles Randing before the Council, 
manifeſted raemſelves ro be men enflamed with 
fervent zeal toward the honour of God, Acts 


4.20, & Juvduryes nues wi nance © We cannot but | 


ſpeak, the things which we have ſeen and heard , we | 


cannot do otherwile,we are necefiitated unto it; 


b:1ng like veſſels , thar when they are fill'd and | 
topr up, mult eicher vent or break, without re-: | 


medy. We may ſee this I;kewiſe in Pas/, that | 
precious man ; when once he became a choſen | 


vel] ro the Lord Chrift, to bear his Name , nes | 


F 
x 


ver was he ſo maid before, tn havocking thole 
thar called vpon that Name in all places, as he 
was now fierce and fiery again!t all thar did any 
c1:/ng contrary to the Name of Jeſus. Parl de- 


clares himſclf co be a zealous Chriſtian : and ſo! 
ſhail we, if we hold faſt and cloſe ro God, in| 
looſe and licentions times. Thus much likewiſe! 
-o the iecond forc of Reaſons, taken from our 
.iICIaVECX, 


The laft fort of Reaſons reſpet others; and 
they ſhall be lizewile two : the firlt concern 
the 


| 
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the Godly ; the ſecond, the Wicked, 

1, Hereby 2god men ſhall be munch confirm- 
ed and comſorred, I mean, by our hojdipg our 
in bad times : this is very effeQual for the ſer- 
ling, ftreverhring, and eſtabliſhing of che hands 
thar hang down, and the feeble knees, which ic 
may be otherwiſe would warp, and turn our of 
the way. Whiles we ceaſe nor co ſpeak (with 
theſe in my rext) often one to another, we build up 
one another in our maſt holy faith. Ph1l,1.14.ſaith 
che Apoſtle there, And many of the brethren in 
the Lord waxing confident by my bonds , are much 
more bold io ſpeak the word withont fear. Pray 
mark it,they waxed confident by my bonds, By the 
Apoſlles conſtancie to, and perſeverance in the 
Truth, in evil and perſecuting times, che Goſpel 
cook deeper rooting and impreſſion in the hearts 
of many of the Paſtors of the Church : they 
were ſo far from being diſcouraged by the Apo- 
les bonds, as that they grew bolder then they 
were before, and durſt more freely to preach and 


to profeſs the Goſpel, If you look into the 


eACts and Monnwents , you ſhall finde what a- 
bundance of confirmation the godly of thoſe 
times received, by their fellow-brethrens con» 
tancie in the Truth, Well might Tertullian lay, 
Conſtantie Martyrum irrigatur © angetur Eccle- 
fa: i, e, The Church was enlarged through 
the conſtancie of the Martyrs. Many inftances 
of it might be given, were it neceſlary fo ro do. 
Bur in the laſt place, Gods ſervants mwſt be beſt 

in worſt times, becauſe hereby, as cood men (hall 
be confirmed,ſo wicked men ſhall be convinced, 
and even confounded; & that not only inthe laſt 
C-3 fIcar 


(20 
oreat and general Judgement , but in this pre- 
ſznc world alſo, A full proof whereof you 
have in thoſe cwo mighty,yer wicked Monarchs, 
in Daziel , Nebuchadiezzar and Darius, How 
was Nebuchadnezzar appaied, and even con- 
founded, when he ſaw the high reſolution and 
courage of thoſe three Worthies, Shadrach, XMe- 
ſhach & Abednego, in chavging the Kings word, 
and yielding their bodies to be burnt, rather 
then worſhip a ſtrange god,Dap.z 28. there you 
may finde it. How was Darixs amnzed and a- 
mazed, when Davie! by the firength of his fauch 
had opt the mourhes of the lions, after he had 
ftood ir our ſtoutly to rhe face of his adverſaries! 
How did the innocencie and piety of theſe god- 
ly mer, triumph in the conſciences of thoſe two 


 Tyrants, making them afraid, and compelling 


them ro vote the ſame way that they had before 
p-rſzcuted, yea and to proclaim that God for the 
onely rrne God , whom yet they had no minde 
ro ſer up for their own God. Dan, 3. 29. faith 
N. buchadzuezzar there, [make a decree, that eve- 
ry people, nation, and language, which ſpeak any 
thing amiſs agamſt the God of Shadrach, Meſhach, 
azd Abednego, (hall be cut in pieces, and their houſes 
ſhall be made a dunghill, becauſe there 1s no other | 
2nd that can deliver after this ſort. And Dax. 6. 
25,26, ſaith Darius, I make a decree, that in eve- 
ry dominion of my kingdom, men tremble and fear 
before the God of Daniel : for he 5s the living God, 
and ftedfaſt for ever , and his kingdom that which 
[hall not be deſtroyed, and his dominion ſhall be even 
unto the end, *Tis (21d cf Djocleſian, that bloudy 
periecutor, [mperinn depoſuit quedan mentis ftu- 

| pore 
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pore & conſternatione, poſt quam ſingularem (hriſti- 
anorum in morte conftantiam perſpexiſſet « 1. e, That 
he laid down his Empire with cerrour and con- 
Rernacion of minde, after he had obſerved thar 
height of ſpirir, reſolution and conſtancie which 
was in the Chriſtians, dow did Sever, being 
full of faith and conrage,aſtoniſh his adverſaries ! 
The text ſaith, As 6.15. AU that ſate 1 the 
council, looking ſkedfaſtly on him, ſaw his face, as it 
had been the face of ax angel, <o true is that of 
Solomon, Prov, 28.4, They that forſake the law, 
praiſe the wicked : but ſuch as keep the law, comend 
with them, A godly man, I ſay, thar 1s gnmove- 
able, nor like a croubled fountain, or a corrupt 
ſpring , thongh he may for a time receive evil 
words from the wicked, yertheir hearts are a- 
fraid of him, and their conſciences do admire 
him, 

And thus (Beloved) you have beard the ſeve- 
ral Grounds and Reaſons of the Point , as 
far forth as time will permir. I ſhall make 
ſome Improvement of it unto our ſelves, 

_ * This Point I ſhall apply cwo ways : x, for 
Increpation; and then 2, for Exhorration. 

1, For Increpation, or Reproof, This Do- 

Arine caſts a ſevere aſpe& upon two ſorts : 
1, Upon all formal and luke-warm Las- 
diceans y upon all remporizing and cor- 
rupt time-ſerving Goſpellers. 5 
2, Upon all cimerons, fearful, and faint- 
By hearted Chriſtians. 

For the firſt of theſe * Is it ſo , That the ſer- 
wants of God muſt labour toſhew themſelves be#t in 
che worſt times , thar they ſhould ſhine molt in 

C2 the 
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the greateſt darkneſs, and then with thoſe fear- 
ers of God herein my texr , ſhew themſelves 
moſt zealous for tht Lord, when others are mot 
audacious in finning avainit che Lord ? Tons 
then doth moſt ſharply reprehend all formal and 
temporizing profeſſors, who, contrary to the 
rules of Gods moſt holy Word, contrary to the 
practice of ſo many of his renowned (ervants 
in former ages, and contrary to the irrefragable 
ccuch of the point in hand, hoid it beſt and lateſt 
co ſwim with che common current, to keep 
themſelves on the warm ſide of the hedze, as we 
uſe to ſay ; ro do as the molt do, though ta and 
by ſo doing, they be utterly undone for ever : 
nay, and that they may nor ſeem ſme ratione inſa- 
zire,to ba mad wichou: reaſon, they plead <crt- 
prure, or rataer wreſt and pervert Scripture, for 
rhe defence of their wicked purpoſe ; as,rhat of 
rhe Preacher, Eccleſ.4.1o, Wo to him that us alone 
when he falleth : for he hath not another to help him 
#p. That,&ccleſ.7.1 6, Be nt righteous over-much, 
neither make thy ſelf over-wiſe : why ſhouldft thou 
deſtroy thy ſelf ? 1, and that of the Apnlile Pau] 
roo, 1 Cor.9,22, where he faith 5 To the weak 1 
became 4s weak, that I might gain the weak: 1 am 
2 1c all things to all men, that I might by all m:ans 


{zve ſome. Hence tt is, that they chiok rhem- 


ſelves ſecured and ſhrowded from the dinc of 
2ny ſuch repro-f as this 15; pleaſing rhemſelves 
in a cold and careleſs m:diocrity in ſpiritual 
matters» How miny have taken up thar curſed 
Maxime,waich was all the Latine that Lew 17, 
King of France Would haye his ſon to learn, 
Qi neſcit wiſſimulare, neſcit vivere ; he that can- 

not 


not ſycophantize and difſemble,'s not in caſe to 
livein a Commonwealth ! They can,Cameleon- 
like, turn chemſelves into any colonr,accommo- 
date themſelves to any M2ans humour 2 they can, 
as the Pianer Mercury, be good, when in Con- 
junion with good , and bad, when in the com- 
pany of bad : Weathercock like, comply with 
the times, ler them be whar they will; and ſhitfc 
fail rothe ſetting of every winde : like the E510- 
zites, of whom Euſebis tells us, that they would 
keep the Sabbath wit? the Jews, an4 the Lords 
day with the Chriſtians : like men chat weuld 
ſeem to be of all Religions, when in truth they 
were of none : like thoſe Iſraelites, Neh. 13. 
chat ſpake borh Hebrew and Aſhdod ; or to Bu- 
lam 4 char could both bleſs and curſe 2: thoſe 
double-minded men, of whom the Apoſtle 
James (peaks, who are ft.ible in all their ways + 
impriſoning the truth in unrigheeouſneſs, Theſe 
are the men who come under this firtt Repre- 
henſion. 

Beloyed, all chat I ſhall ſay concerning the'e 
proflicare profeſſors, that can tune their Fiddles 
co the Baſe of the times , reſolving to play nc- 
thing bur what the company calls for : The Lord 
will pu2 ſuch Paraſites ont of his mouth, as to5 
loarhſome a morſe] for hts Romack to brook or 
bear, Rev.3.16 ſaith Jeſus Chriſt there, called 
the eAmen, the faithful and true Witneſs, the begiz- 
ing of the creation of God + Becauſe thon 4 t 
luke-warm, and neither celd nor hot, 1 will ſpaethce 
out of my mouth, When a man rids his ltomack, 
he gets him into 2 corner : ſo will Almighty 
God rid his ſtomack of ſuch, 1n the dark corner 
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(2 
of hel], To the ſame purpoſe I may apply thar, 
Iſai 1.24. Ah, 1 will eaſe me of mine adverſaries, 
and avenge me of mine enemies: q,d, I will caſt 
nap this loathſom (tuff, char lies ſo hard npon, and 
is ſo offenſive to my Romack. Which done, the 
devil,as a dog(tands ready wairing, to lick up 
Gods vomir, Everlaliing wo will be the por- 
rion of all choſe who are neither hot nor cold ; 
in nothing ſo conſtant, as in their Unconſtancie. 
And thus briefly of rhe firſt ſort, that come 
under the laſh of this Reproof. 
The ſecond ſorc to be here reproved , are ti- 
morous and faint-hearted Chrittians, who,wirth 
che Snail , pnll in their horns for every pile of 
oraſs; who are aſhamed of Jeſas Chit their 
Maſters Cognizance, for every |1ghr counter- 
blaſt, either of diſgrace, or danger, Iamtcorell 
yon , that che Lord holds all ſnch white-liver'd 
ſonldiers in ſuch ſpecial dereſtation, thar he will 
not employ them ſo far as to break a pitcher or 
to bear a torch in his ſervice, Judg.7.3. There 
arecthree cexts, amonglt others, which I chonghr 
eood to commend unto the conſideration of 
ſuch. The one is Mark 8.38 Whoſoever there 
fore ſhall be ahamel of me, and of my words, in this 


adulterou and (i nful generation , of him alſo ſhall | 


the Son of man be aſhamed, when he cometh in the 
ory of his Father , with the holy axgels. Chrilt 
our Ler1 foreſaw, that, as many would take up 
the profeſſion of the Goſpel for their credit, ad- 
vanrage,and other (inifter and collateral reſpe&s:; 
'9, many wonld withdraw from ic, for fear of 
ſhim-, T, bur ſaiih he, Thoſe who are now fo 
ſhie of me, ſo ſhiero own me, my Truths, my 

SeT- 
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| Service, before men, 1 will one day be every 


whit as ſhie of them, and aſhamed to own or 
acknowledge them before my Farher and the 


; bleſſed angels, ar that day, when I (hall make 
molt ample relation , before God, angels and 
| men, yea, all honourable mention of ſuch as 


were not aſhamed of me in this world ; then 
will I be aſhamed of them, who are loth to be 
ſeen forward in my ſervice. The ſecond rexr 


' that I (hall preſs npon ſuch as theſe, is that of 


the Apoltle Peter, 2 Pet.2, 20, 21, "For if after 
they have eſcaped the pollutions of the world, through 
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the 
later end 1s wor ſe with them then the beginning, For 
it had been better for them not to have known the 


. way of righteouſneſs, then aſter they have knows it, 
. to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto 


them, *Tis better that a man never put his hand 
co the Plough, then after he hath done it, with 
Lot's wife , to look back, through fear and da- 
ſtardlineſs. It were more ſafe, yea more colera- 


; bleandexcuſahle, and that nor upon a few Con- 
| fiderations, Bur I ſhall fiand no longer upon 


| 


$ 


this firit Uſe ; onely give you the rhird text, and 
ſo proceed unto a ſecond Uſe of the Point, 
Rev. 21.8. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and 
the abominable, and murderers, add whoremongers, 
and ſorcerers, and idolaters, and all lyers, ſhall have 
their part in the lake which burns with fire and brim- 


| fone: which is the ſecond death, Why ate the ſear- 


ful firlt named , before unbelievers, murderers, 
whoremoneers ? The reaſon 1s,becauſe the Spi- 
rit of God held them worthy to be ſet in the 
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front, and to lead the Ring-dance, as it were, of 


ſach wicked ones as ſhould be hurried inco hell. 


By. fearful, faith Mr, Diodate in his Annorations, 
he intends ſuch as through carnal and baſe fear 
dare nor to own, or at leait co profeſs the Truth 
of God, incorrupt and looſe times, T 
And thus far of the firſt Corollary or Dedu-. 
Qion from chis Poinr,” T come now to the 
ſecond, 
2. Is it ſo, That the ſervants of God muſt la- 
bour to ſhew themſelves beſt in wort times? Be we 
chen all provoked to ſer upon the pratice of 


chis moſt neceſſary, and yer much-negle&ed dns | 


ty,labouring to ſhine forth in evil rimes,like that 
lamp, Gez.1 5.17.thar ſhined our in the ſmoakie 
furnace ; or like chat bright ar, thar ſhewed 
it ſelf in the midſt of darkneſs, Marth. 2, Oh 
let our piety & patience appear then molt, when 
impierty and violence do. moſt prevail, As the 


' colder the air,and the harder the weather, rhe 


more thefire ſcorcheth : ſo let ovr zeal, by an 
holy AztiperiſtaGs, then. flame out , and break 
thorow all-impedimenrs, when moſt oppugned 
and oppoſed, Beloved,what though we ſhould 
finde few or none that will ſer in,or fide with us 
in-chis important work, in this One thing neceſ- 
ſary ? yea,wharthough all men ſhould forſake us? 
yet. the Lord will tand by ns, and ſtrengthen us, 


as he did thoſe ſweet ſouls here in my texr,who| 
feared the Lord,and thought upon huName. Lift up 


therefore the hands that hang down, and the 


feeble knees: ler us even in the looſeſt and pre- 


faneſ(t times, advance with a holy nndauntedneſs 


- of ſpirit coward that incorryptible and never-| 
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| ading crown that 13 reſerved for us in heaven 


like fiſhes retaining their natural ſweerneſs in 
the ſalr ſea ; like Salamanders, which live un- 
ſcorcar 10 the fire, like Q/l, thac will over-top 
z]l orher liquors, but nor commingle with them, 
If we profeſs onr ſelves ro be ſuch as fear the 
Lord,ler ns ever hold a conftant counter-motion 
roche courſe of the world, and-the corruptions 
of che times : ler 3 keep-our coniciences good 
and unſpocted,as our belt and chiefeſt creaſure. 

. Now becauſe chis 15 a daty of erear difficulty, 
and yery nancouth to fleſh and blond, rake 
alon2 with you theſe following Rules or 
Dire&ions, for your aſſiitance. I ſhall ran 
chem over briefly, and ſo conclude, 

Firſt: Re-inforce npors your Conſcierces thoſe 
precepts which were -recited in the confirms- 
tion of this Point; and withal, conſider rhe e- 
quicy and reaſonableneſs of thoſe commands, 
Know , that there 1s nor any one command of 
God, bni is holy, ju5t, and good ; had we bur eyes 
to ſee ir, and ro take notice of It. Rom, 7,12. 
faich the Apoſtle in that place , The law is holy, 
and the commandment holy , and juſt and good. 
What ſoever contrariery or antipathy there 1s be- 
tween the commands of God and rhe hearts of 
men and women, It proceeds not from any in- 


juſtice or unreaſonableneſs in the commands, 
bur from the corrnptior and dzpraved diſpoli- 


tion of m?n and womens own hearts, Who 
will not ſay and acknowledve, that the molt are 


' ever the worlt 2 why ten ſhonld we 20 againſt 
; common ſenſe,and univerſal experience ? nay,the 


Scripture,which is the Word of truth and voy, 
tells 


(28) 


tells us plainly, that che way to hell 15s broad, 
and molt beaten : the gate that leadeth to deſtru- | 
Aion ts wide, and many enter in at it : bur the Way | 
that leadeth unto life ts ſtraight and narrow,and fey | 
"findeit, Now who doth not judge ic betcer, 


with a few, to 20 to heaven, then with a multi- 
rude to paſs down to hell ? Chrifts flock hath] 
been ever fonnd co be a little flock,Leke 1 2.32, 
when che wicked on the other (ide fill che coun- 


try. This the purblinde Philoſophers ſaw ; and; - 


therefore they ſay, Sapiendum cuns pancis ; we 
ſhould be wiſe , .chough with a few, Drogenes 
thought he ſhould do belt , when he did leaſt! 
whar the moſt did, Yive ut paxci, faith another , 
Live as the feweſt live, Ir was a brave anſwer! 
of  L;berics in the Primitive crimes, who, when! 
he was urged by Conſtantive to forſake the Truth 

of God, and to vote for Arrianifm, by this Ar- 
enment, Ar: thou wiſer then all the world ? be ve- 
ry honeſtly and diſcreetly replyed, The Truth 
is mo whit prejudiced by my ſingularity aud alone: 
neſs in ſtanding out, Inaword, it matters not! 
how ſmall the number be, if godly ; nor how' 
grear, if ungodly. Multirnde 1s nor much to be! 
ſtood npon, So then,this is the firſt DireRion, 
Lay to heart the commands of God, and the ho- 
lineſs and reaſonableneſs of the commands ; 
and hereby, throngh mercy, you may in the fitl 

place be aſſiſted in the-performance of this great 


- Incumbent duty, Icometo a ſecond, 


Secondarily : If you would ſtand np for God 


and his Truth, in evil, corrnpt,and degeneraring 


times ; then ſindy the oreat Art or Lefſon 0 
Self-denial ; learn to ſay Nay to all thoſe perſons 
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or things ( though never ſo dear or delightful) 
that would coo] thy courage for Chriſt, or take 
chee off from this godly praftice. Mark 8, 
34. ſaich our Saviour there, Whoſoever will come 
after me , let him deny himſelf. Now there are 
three or four particulars which we ought to de- 
ny Our {elves in, inthis caſe, The firſt, is carnal 
and fleſhly Reaſon ; if chat ſhonld perſwade ns 
(as *cis apt to do) to a forbearance of our holy 
reſolution, by the fear of what may follow: if 
that ſhonld diate or ſugeeſt nnto ns, as is Ec- 
cleſ. 7.16. the place before mentioned , Be mor 
righteous over-much , neither make thy ſelf over- 
wiſe : why ſhouldeſt thow deſtroy thy ſelf ? 1,e, Be 
diſcreet and wary, and and not ſo ftrialy upon 


| terms of Conſcience : why ſhenldft chon incur 


needlels danger ? Stop thine ears unto this 


-. ſnbti] Enchantreſs, and rather hearken to the 


voice of Gods Spirit in the verſe immediately 
following, verl, 1 7. be not over much wicked, 
neither be thou fooliſh : why ſhouldf# thou die before 
thy time ? Pray obſerve the Antithefis cr oppo- 
ſition ; Be not wicked over-much, (airh be, in op- 
polition to the former,Be wot righteows over-much; 
xeither be fooliſh, in oppoſition to neither make thy 
ſelf owver-wiſe : for why ſhouldſt thou die before thy 
time? 1n Oppoſition to whyſhouldſ# thou deſtroy thy 
ſelf 2 This is the voice of heaven, wherewith 
we are to ſtop the mouth of that wiſdom which 
deſcendeth not from above , but i earthly, ſenſual, 
deviliſh, 2, If you intend to keep in with 


' Chriſt , then deny your ſelves in your carnal 


ſriends and relations, who will be ready enongh 


tro.-prompr you, as Peter did once Chrift, Marth. 
| 16.22, 


a 
16,22, they will be ready to bid you to be geod- 


to your ſeltes , and not to run the hazard of dil- 


erace or diſadvantage, Now for a counter-poy- 
ſon, let ns conſider, that chere is no friend like 
God, and there 15 no foe like unto him, Els, you 
know, paid dear for diſpleafing the Lord, to 
pleaſe his children, 1 Sam.2, 29,30, and fo]- 


lowing verſes. And it was like to have coſt 1o- | 


ſes his life, for forbearing 10 circumciſe his child, 
leſt he ſhould anger his wife, Exod.4.24. 

Thirdly, Deny your ſelves in your Libercies. 
Micaiah trough he were ſure to kiſs the Stocks, 
ard there to be fed with the bread and warer of 
afflitior,until Ahab returned in peace,yer wonld 
he not be byafſed for any mans pleaſure, nor vote 
with the reſt of eAhab's Paralitical Propherz, 
I King,22,26,27,28, And 


Then laſt of all,deny your ſelves in your lives, 


(if called urtoir.) What cared the three chil- 
dren for Nebuchadnezzar's wrath, though it bur- 
ned ſeven times horrer then his furnace ? K1ll 
chem he mizhr-poſſibly, bur hare them he could 
por, He chat truely fears God , and thinks wpor 


his Name, dreads no danger, fears no colours: |. 


he will cake Chriſt's croſs upon his ſhoulders, a | 


fa>cor in his arms, and his life in his hand, and 
fo follow Chrift thorow thick and thin, thorow 
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fire and water, or any thing elſe that ſtands in his ' 


way, And this is the tecond aſlitant Dire- 
Q1on, 


The third and laſt is this : Let us think ſadly | 
and ſeriouſly npon ovr high and heavenly calling, | 
and labour to walk worthy of it, as the Apoſtle. 
often exhorts us tro do, Every calling hath a de- 
Cor #79, 
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| corum, a ſcemlineſs or comelineſs appettaining 


unto it. A Gentleman hath another manner of 
behaviour then a Scullion ; a Prince, then a Pex- 
ſant : ſo ſhonld a Chriſtian roo: a man that fears 
God,ſhould nor behave himvelf like other men; 


| he ſhould demean himſelf nobly, bravely, o2- 


lancly, worthy of God, and as becometh a S4int, 
a Citizen of heaven, and a Burgeſs of che new 
Jeruſalem ; not clowniſhly, baſely, or coward- 
ly, *Tis ſome fingular ching that God looks for 
from his people, and that which is aboye vulgar 
and common atchievement, And rherefore, to 
winde upall ina word, you that fear God, aud 
think upon hzs Name, look to your ſelves,that you 
loſe nor thoſe things which you have wronghr, 
bur chat you receive a full reward. The ends of 
the world (you ſee) are come upon 9; We are calt 
upon che laſt and worſt rimes of all, even thoſe 
perilous times , which the Apoſile long fince pro- 
pheſied of;wherein iniquity aboxndeth,and the love 
of many i5 waxen cold, How many amoneſt ug are 
fallen from che love of the Goſpel? How is Re- 
ligion turned with many into meer formality, 
and matter of di{courie ; onr ancient heart and 
forwardneſs, to a general coldneſs in profeſſion, 
lukewarmneſs in Religion , denying the power 
of it in our lives and converſations ! 

Well,I ſhall ſay bur little more unto you then 
this: Thar which you have already , hold fait 
until Chrift comes ; and ſeeing you know theſe 
things beforehand, take heed left you alſo be plucks 
away with the errour of the wicked , and fall from 
your own ſiedfaftneſs, Beware of turbulence of 
ſpirit,of deſpifng dignities and dominion; of re- 

ſifting 


oa & | 

ſifting lawful Authority : lire peaceably in the 
State, and in your ſeveral places: bur take heed 
that you prove not men avd women of polluted 
lips, by living among a people of pollued lips : 
learn not to ſwear, with Joſeph, by converſiog 
with Swearets ; or to curie, with Peter, by be-: 
ing a while among the ruſhanly companions. The 
woltſe, the more corrupt or erroneons, yea, the 
leſs comfortable that any times are, the better 
ſhould we be,and the oftener in Gods preſence ; 
the more religiouſly ſhonld we co:tend for that 
faith which was once delivered unto the Saints ; E- 
ven then, with thoſe fearers of God here in my 
Texc , ſhould we freak often one to another, And 
thus much of this Poinr, taken from the copula- 
tive or connexive particle, Then, in the front of 
che Text, Then they that feared the Lord ſpake of- 
ten one to another, Cc. 

And thns far of the duty here performed, in 
reference to the firſt circumiiance of it, the cir- 
cumltance of Time, included in the connexave 
particle Then, 


I hall now handle ic in relation to its ſecond | 


circumliance, the circumſtance of Perſons , who 
they were, or what they were, that ſpake chus 
often one to another in thoſe corrupted and de- 
praved times : and they are deſcribed by a dou- 
ble property, or periphraſes : 

x. They were ſuch as feared the Lord, 

2, They were ſuch as thowght upon his Name. 

This day I ſhall ſpeak onely of the firlt of 

chem , the ſearers of the Lord : Then they that 


feared the Lord, &*c, The fearers of the L:74, or, | 


which 
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Now whereas he Spirir of God by our Pro- 
pher makes this the mark, note,or diſtingniſhing' 
character between the r: ehrcds and the wicked, be- 
tween hin that ſerveth God , and hins that ſerveth 
hims not 3 1 obſerve this DoArine for our loftra- 
Aon, namely, 

That every 1rue and faithful ſervant of God is 

a fearer of God, Every ſuch a one hath his 
heart ſeaſoned and poſſefled with the fear 
of God, 

And here I ſhall 

I. Operthe Peint, 
2, Confirmmit, And 
Laſt of all , apply is. 
| For thebetrer anderſianding of the Doarine; 
] mult diſtinoniſh cf fear, There is a chreefold 
fear ſpoken of in Scripture : 
7. Natural. 
2, Carnal.” 
. Holy and ſpiritual. 
3 tall ſhew you rhe nature of each of chile, 
| and then tell you which of chem 1 ts to be under- 
flood 1 iothe DoErine. 

Natural fear is cauled by the apprehenſion of 
ſoine evil imminent or ar hand : "tis ſuch an af-' 
feQion as whereby men are ſtricken, by reaſon 
of ſome dangerous and hurtful evil, cicher real, 
or onely imagined: that is the defivicion of na- 
tural fear. In ic ſelf ir is neicher good nor evil; 
It'was in the man Chriſt, Heb; 5.7. Chriſts fear 
was onely a natural paſſion, which he aſſumed 


md rOok npon him,when he rook apor him our 
D nature, 


32 | 
ſifting lawful Auchority : live peaceably 1n the 
State, and inyour ſeveral places: bur take heed 
that you prove not men ad women of polluted 
lips, by living among a people of pollmed lips : 
learn not to ſwear, with Joſeph, by converſiog 
wich Swearets ; or to curie, wich Peter, by be-: 
ing a while among the ruſhanly companions. The 
wolſe, the more corrupt or erroneons, yea, the 
leſs comforcable that any times are, the better 
ſhould we be,and the ofcener in Gods preſence ; 
the more religiouſly ſhonld we co:tend for that 
faith which was once delivered unto the Saints ; e- 
ven then, with thoſe fearers of God here in my 
Text , ſhould we freak often one to another, And 
thus much of this Poinr, taken from the copula- 
tive or connexive particle, Thez, in the front of 
the Text, They they that ſeared the Lord ſpake of- 
ten oxe to another, &C. 

And thns far of the duty here performed, in 
reference to the firſt circumitance of it, the cir- 
cumitance of Time, included in the connexive 
particle Then, 


I hall now handle it in relation co its ſecond 
circumliance, the circumſtance of Perſons , who 
they were, or what they were, that ſpake rhus 
often one to another in thoſe corrupted and de- 
praved times : and they are deſcribed by a dou- 
ble property, or periphraſss : 

x. They were ſuch as feared the Lord, 

2, They were ſuch as thowght upon his Name, 

This day I ſhall ſpeak onely of the firlt of 
chem , the fearers of the Lord : Then they that 


feared the Lord, &&c, The fearers of the Lird, or, 
which 
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fe 


73 | (33). ES 
_ which is all one, Then they that feared the Lord, 
ſpake, &C, f Ts 

Now whereas the Spirit of God by our Pro- 
pher makes this the mark, note,or diſtinguiſhing 
character between the righteous and the wicked, be- 
tween him that ſerverh God , and hin that ſerveth 
him not 3 1 obſerve this Do@rine for our infiru- 
Ron, namely, | | 

That every irue and faithful ſervant of God is 

a fearer of God, Every ſuch a one hath his 
heart ſeaſoned and poſſeſſed with the fear 
of Gnd, 

And here 1 ſhall | 

I. Openthe Pcint, 
2, Confirmir, And 

___ TLaſtof all, apply u. | 
For the better underſtanding of the Doarine, 

] mult diſtinguiſh cf fear, There is a threefold 
fear ſpoken of 1a Scripture : 

1. Natura]. 
2, Carnal, 
 _ 3. Holy and fpiritnal. a” 

I ſhell ſhew you rhe nature of each of theſe, 
| and then tel! you which of them 15 to be under- 
ood in the DoErine. 

Nataral fear is cauſed by the apprehenſion of 
ſome evil imminent or at hand : 'tis ſuch an at- 
| feQtion as whereby men are (iricken, by reaſon 
| of ſome dangerous and hurtful evil, either rea), 
or onely imagined: that is the defipicion of na- 
tural fear. In itſelf ir is neither good nor evil; 
Ir was in the man Chriſt, Heb; 5.7. Chriſts fear 
was onely a natural paſſion, which he aſſumed 
and rook npon him,when he rook apon him our 

FONT D nature, 


parure, Ncw there are four ſpecial effeQs 
which this fear worketh upon the body. 

The fiſt, is the quakipg cf the members of 
tne bocy, 

The ſecond, 15 the ſhaking of the bones, 

The third, is the fianding up of the hair, 

' The fourth, is the palereſs cr wanveſs of the 

conntenance, 


The three firſt of theſe appeared upon Eli- 


phaz,, at the appearance of his vifion, Job 4. 14z 
15, Herrembled, bis bones ſhock, and the hair 
of his fleſh Rood up, This natural fear we can- 
not juſtly blame, becauſe every thing by the 1n- 
tin of Nature endeavours the preſervation of 
It ſe]f,and fears the contraty : provided It do not 
degencrate into the fecopd , which is carnal 
fear, 

(Carnal fear now is that which is cartied after 
the creature more then after the Creator, We 
read of irs 1[ai.51,12,13. Or elle "tis the dread 
of the Creator as a Judee, the appreherhion of 


his ſevere wrath and puniſhment ; and nor frem - 


a tive hatred cf fin : ard this we may call, 4 
ſervite er ſiaviſh fear, Thus Felix feared, Als 

24.25. he feared that judgment to ceme , which 
Paul reaſoned of, This fear ariſeth partly from 
a defe&t of faith in the power and providence of 
God , and partly, frem want cf boly and ſpiri- 
tual fear, which I am to, ſpeak of in the third 
pl:ce, 

Spiritual 'ear 18 a boly ff: Qicn,awing the whole 
men to obey the whole will of God : ir makes 
ns loth to diſpleaſe God by fin, by reaſon of -his 
great £0: dr eis and metcy, and for the great love 

| which 


| 
| 


: 
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which we bear unco riehceouſneſs, Of this we 
read, P/ſal. 130.4. where 'tis ſaid , Brut there #5 
forgiveneſs with thee, that thou mayeſt be feared, 
And again, Hoſ. 3. 5,— axd ſhall fear the Lord 
and his goodneſs in the later days. This holy and 
l1al tear is called ſpir;r#al, in three reſpeRs, a- 
monelt other, _ | 
I. In regard of its objeA, which is God,who 
152 ipiric, and che Father of (picics, And hence 
'tis that God is ſometimes expreſly called fear, 
Gen.31.53. later part of the vetſe 2 And Jacob 
ſware by the fear of his father Iſaac : 1,e, by thar 
God whom his father ſaac feared. And Pal, 
76.11, Vow and pay unto the Lord your God , let 
all that be round about him bring preſents unto him 
that ought to be fear:d, In the Original, 1t runs 
thus: Bring preſents unto fear. 
Then 2. This holy fear is called ſpirirua/, from 
the principal efficient auchor of it, which 1s the 
holy Spirit of God, who is ſomeiimes called a 


ſpiric of fear, 1ſa,11.2. 


And then 3. Spiricnal, in reſpe& of thoſe 
ſpiritual effeRs which ir produceth or worketh 
in the heart of man, 1 ſhall name three of them 
very briefly. 

Firft of all, ic doth ſpiritually enlarge the 
heart towards God, Fear, under a natural con- 
fideration , ſhuts and ficaicens the heart, and 
makes a man eſs then he was in all his abilities ; 
but ſpiritual fear, or fear ſpiritualized , makes a 
man more then he was, and better then he was; 
it doth exceedingly enlarge che hearc roward 
God: and therefore you ſhall finde fear and ex- 


; lirgement put together, 1ſar, 60. 5, . where the 
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thall fear, and be erlarged, becauſe the abundance of 


. Arine : when'we ſay » That every true and faith- 


(36) 
Prophet ſoeakins of the holy fear which ſhould 
ſoliow tha: o olory of the Church,in the abuadanc | 
acceſs of che Gentiles ro the Goſpel, be ſaith, 
Then hott [{7.lt ſee, and flaw together, and thine hwy 


the ſea ſhall be converted unto thee, the forces of the 
Gentiles ſha! come unto thee, | 

Secondly, this ſpiricual fear is a brigle to re- 
ſtain os ftomſio,  'An example, of ic you have 
In a Joſephs, Gen-39.9. 

"And then thirdly , 4s *tis a bridle to reſtrain 
us from fin; fo 'ri; a bond to. hold us to duty : 
ic will conſiraitz 25 unto well-doing : Jer. 32.40. 
1 will put ny fear in their hearts, that they ſhall not 
depart fromme +.q, d, The more you fear me,the 
cloſer will yorr keep to me "is live ſo near 
God, none obey God io much, 25 they who fear 
him in chis manner, 

And chns have I given you the ſorts and kinds 
of fear, Now the quellion will be , Which of 
theſe three fears we are tO andeliand i in the Do- 


ful ſervant of Ged 55 a fearer of God ; why (Belo- 
ved) we are ro underſtand, the later hath his 
heart ſeaſoned and poſſefled with the holy, ſpi- 
rittal, filial ard reverential fear of God. 
And thus much for the Explicarion of the] 
_.. Poine, I come in che next place to the 
Confirmation of ir. | 
"This Point ſhall be made cood unto you three 
re CL 
. Inthatthe * Scripture dorh decipher or clia- 
Aer eriz2 thetrve ſervants of God under the no- 
:1on of rhe fearers of God; and tharnor onely 
here 


OY” (37) 
here in my text, (Then they that feared the Lord 


| ſbake often one to anther, &c.) but elſewhere. 


Take two or three texts more, Prov.4.2,He that 
walketh in his uprightneſs, feareth the Lord : but he 
that # perverſe in his ways, deſpiſceth him + 1.e, He 
chat is ſincere and uprighr in the ſervice of God, 
he thar ſerves him cruly,and with a perfeR heart, 
is ſuch a one as feareth the Lord ; the fear of the 
Lord 1s upon him , nay, he 1s in the fear of che 
Lord all the day lopg, So again, Mal. 4.2, 
But unto you that fear my Name y, (hall the Sun of 
righteowſneſs ariſe with healing in his wings ; aud 
ye ſhall go forth, and. grow up as calves of the ſtall, 
You that fear my Name . is oppoled to the proud 
and wicked in the firſt verſe of the chapter: For 
behold,the day cometh that ſhall barn as an oveng and 
the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, (hall be ſtub- 
ble: and the day that cometh ſhall burn them up,that 
it ſhall leave them neither root nor braxch. Knts 
you , 1,e. who are my ſervants, And, Aits 13, 
I6. Then Pan! ſtood up , aud beckening with has 
hand,.ſaid , Mey of Iſrael, and ye that fear God, 
give audience, Many other Sctipturez might be 
alleadged unto the ſame purpole , where to fear 
God, is ſet down as a circumlocution or periphra- 
fs of them that cruly ſerve God, When the ho- 
ly Ghoſt would expreſs 2 true {ervant of God, he 
exprefleth him in this vatiation , He zs one that 
fſeareth Ged. | 

Bur then ſecondly , That every true and faith= 


. 
o 


ful ſervant of God, ts a fearer of God, may be 


proved thus ; in that the ſervice of God, and 
the fear of God, are in Scripture conzoyned, as 
two inſeparable or individual companions : the 
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Spirit of God doth ofren make rhem go hand in 
hand rogecther. _ Joſh.24.14, Now therefore fear 
the Lord , and ſerve bim in ſincerity, aud in truth, 
and pat away the gods which your fathers ſerved ox 
the other ſide of the floud, and mmEgypt : ſerve je the 
Lord, Mark it well : fear the Lord,and ſerve him : 
intimaring, that where there is not the fear of 
God, there is, there can be, no erne ſervice per- 
form-d unro.God, Reade Pſal.2.1 1, Serve the 
Lord with fear , and rejoyce with trembling, Fear 
and ſervice are here conpled rogecher, A fear- 
leſs heart, is always 4 graceleſs heart. Fear Is 
that affeQion with which we muſt worſhip and 
ſerve God: Heb.12.28 Let wi have grace.,where- 
by we may ſerve God acceptably, with reverence an4 
golly fear, Fear, you muſt know, 13 a compre- 
henfive word ; it is more then a particular grace ; 
it contains Faich and Love too : though perfeft 


love cafteth 0::t coOrmentin? fear "= Joh.4.18. yet 


perfect love calts'in obeyang fear, When Abra- 
ham had offered ap his ſon 1ſaac,that was a work 
of mighty faith : but yet when God commends 
him for ic, he dorb not ſay, Now [ know theu ha#t 
a great faith ; bur., Now 1hnow thow feareft Gd, 
Gen.22.12, Fear is all duty ; *cis every grace : 
It carries every particular duty and grace in- the 


womb of It, Eccl-ſ.12.13, Let ws hear the con- . 


clufion of the whole matter + fear God, and ke-p his 
commurdments, fry this is the whole duty of man ; 
or, a-*.1* in the Hebrew, This is the whole mas : 
this is that which maketh a perfe& and a com- 

plear Chrifitan, a Coriſtian indeed. 
But then thirdly an1 Jaſtly ,'as the erne fear 
40d ſervice of God are in Scripture ſometime 
cCOn- 


Toe oO OP TA ARTE tt ns $9// ITT ogra. 


Rte ed a ae Et a re rr en PEE 


39 
copj ned, fo are they likewiſe confound:d,and 
taken promiſcuoull; the one for the other, as 
reciprocal and convercible term; ; fearing. of 
God, 1; worſhipping or ſervin2 of God, You 
may ſee this clearly by two texts of Scripcure, 
conferred or compared together, Maith,4.1 0. 
ſaich Chrit there co the devil, Thom ſhalt worſhip 
the Lord thy God, and him onely ſhalt thou ferve- 
Compare this now with Dext.6.13, and there 
you ſhall have it thus exp:eſt : Thou ſhalt fear the 
Lord thy God , and ſerve him, and ſhalt ſwear by his 
Name, Toat woich in the one place i3 wo-ſhipin 
che-other is fear. So azain, Yatth, 15.9. faich 
Chrilt there , [n vain do they worſhip me, teaching 
for dotrines, the commandments of men. Now the 
Propner 1ſaiah, from whence that Scripenre 18 
raken,exprefſzch ic thus,[ſa,29.1 3.lat,part: Their 
fear toward mt is tauthr by the precept of men. 
They worſhip me according to the precepts of men, 
ſaich Chritt ; Their fear is taught by the precepts of 
menlaich rhe Pcophec, So that fear an1 worſhip, 
or fearand ſervice,azre identical,one and the ſame 
thing. And thus have you here the Poinc con- 
firmed by Scripture, That every true and faithful 
ſervant of God , is a fearer of God, \ 1 ſhall now 
anſwer an O-J:&tion, and io proceed unto Ap- 
plication, | 
The ObjeRion 1s this, briefly : 

How do you ſay, That the true and faithfal [er- 
vants of God, are fearers of God ; or that the ſer- 
vice of God and the fear of God are coupled 1t9- 
gether ; yea, that rhey are one and the ſame 
thing? whenas in Scripture we are required to 
ſerve God withaut fear, as namely, Lyhe 1,74. by 
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(40) 
ehis text it appears , that the ſervice of God and 
the fear of God do not commingle, much leſs are 
one and the ſame thing, If our ſervice mnit be 
done without fear, how then do fear and ſervice 
go together ? This is che ObJ:Rion, , 

Beloved, by way of anſwer, we mu learn to 
ditingniſh of Fear : Ci b:ne diſtinguit, we lay, 
b:xe doced: he that qdiltineuiſheth well, reacherh 
wel], There 15a helliſh fearand here iz a holy 


fear ; aflaviſh fear,and 2 (on-like fear. The helliſh 


or {laviſh fear, is ſuch as {laves have ot thoſe, or 
rowardst hoſe co wacm they are in bondage : 't1s 
a reipe&t they carty torhoſ in whoſe power, and 
under waoſe command they are : they do indeed 
that which 1s enjoyned them , bu: they nenther 
love their commanders,nor rake any cComplacene 
cic or delight in that which 13 commanded them: : 
what they do, they do by coaction and enforce- 
ment, and in fear of the whip. Sucb 13 the fear 
of God in reprobates and 1n wicked men : they 
ae liricken wich a kinde of awz of Gods great 
and terrible majellie ; they do even tremble at 
bis jadgemenrs : they do, ic may be, what 1s re- 
quired, bu: their obedience proceedech nor out 
of any loveto God, or cur of any tru? affefion 


\ cothe ſervice. Thas Cain, Eſan, Pharaoh, Ahab, 


J«aa,and ochers, feared: they had ſome apprz= 
henſhons of the terronr of the Lord, and tha: 
wrun2 ſomething from them, in waich other- 
wiſe of themſelves they took no manner of de- 
livht : {am calt down his countenance , Ear 
wept, Ph:raoh iet rhe children of 7ſrag! $0, Abab 
humbled himſelf, 72425 repentedgas I could ſhaw 
you from ſeveral Scriptures, 

| Pur 
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| Butrhen ſecondly, there is a holy, filial, and 
childlike fear ; and 'cis a fear to offend, ariſing 
our of the ſenſe and feeling of the love of God, 
as, when the experience I have had in mineown 
ſou], of Gods merciful and gracious dealing with 
me, makes me to entertain a fear leſt I ſhould 
abuſe. bis love, and turn his grace into wanton- 
neſ*, and do ought that might difpleaſe his Ma- 
jeltie ; as I ſhewed you before, in the opening 
of the DoArine, And this kinde of fear may 
be,. where 1s the greateſt and firmeft, yea, the 
m-{t reſpetive love; as betwixr the father and 
the ſon, the hnsband and the wife. 

This diſtinRtion of Fear being chus premiſed, 
it will be eaſie ro untte the knot, or to lolverthe 
Quezrie, When we are required to ſerve God 
without fear, we are to underſtand the foreſaid 
helliſh, ſery1ile, or flaviſh fear. When Zacharies 
meaning , in that Lk, 1. 1s this : whereas the 
face of God 1s naturally a terrovr tous, even 4s 
rhe face of a Judge is ro a malefaor: and where» 
as our ſervices are fo full of defets and ble- 
miſhes, as that we can have no courage to pre- 
ſent them unto God,nor hope that he will accept 
raenj, This 1s the end of our Redemption,that 
being certainly perſwaded of the favour of God 
in Chriſt, and of remiſſion ef ſins by him, his 
(eryil- and {laviſh fear muſt be laid afide, and we 
may come boldly unto rhe throne of grace, and 
comfortably aſſure our ſelves that God forChriſts 
ſake will accept even our imperfe& and ſcant 
meaſnre of obedience. This ſervilte fear now, 
and the true ſervice of God, cannor ſtand toge- 
ther ; yea, they are oppoſite and cqntrary one 
Es £O 
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' to another, But now when 1 ſay inthe D3- 


Atine, That the true and faithfwl ſervants of God 
are fearers of God ; and that the tear and ſervice 
of God are joyn*d rogether : I intend, as I cold 
you before, a holy, filial, child-lik:, and reve- 
rential fearz and with ſuch a fear every trae ſer- 


vant of God fears God, The fear and the ſcr- 


vice of God are put together , and mult eyer go 
together ; nay, without it we can never ſerve 
God truly, and as we ought to do. | 
And thus having anſwered che O"J:&ion , 1 
ſhould in the next place proceed uato Applica- 
Lt10n- | 
The Uſes of the Point ſhall be chree, 
1. For Information, 
2, Of Examination, 


3. Of Exhorcation. 


But the ordinary time being ſpent, I ſhall ad» 


journ the proſecution of them nnto the 
after-noon. Let this ſuſhce for the pre- 
ient. 


The firſt Uſe ſhall be for Information, 

Is it ſo, That the true and faithful ſervants of 
G:d are fearersof God ? Why then it will in the 
firtt place follow, by way of Con(eRary , Thar 
all ſuch as are void of che boly, ſpiricual, and re- 
verential fear of God, are no better then grace- 
leſs and tireligiou; perſons. And hence *s,thar 
in Scrip:ure you find> thi; often. made the Note 
Or CnaraRer of a childe of Belial, That there is 
no fear of God before his eyes. Abraham looks 
upon Gerar, as 4 places or people rhat was de- 
fticuze of all goodneſs, as a place wherein Fr 

c2ul 


' could not be fafe, upon thi: account, becauſe the 
fear of God was not amonelt them, Gen.20.11, 

where he ſaith, Pecanſe / thought, Surely the fear 

of God is mat in this place : and they will ſlay me for 

my wifes ſake, Thus David deictibes the whole 

may, P/al.36.1, There is no fear of God before his 

ejes, i hey have no impediment in the way of 

their luſt, who have once calt off the fear of God. 

As they are unready to do or lay any thing that 

1s 200d ; ſo are they ready to do or ſay ary thing 

chat 13 evil, As they can cati)y reſtraiy chem- 
ſelves from duty, fo have thev no reſiraine upon 
them irom iniquiry, This -brahaw knew, and 
ſo he conld not think himſelf ſecnre there. The 
prof: flion (I confeſs) of ſome wicked men. may 
ſay that they fear God: bur their tran{grefſions, 
of trade of (in, faith that there is no ſuch matter, 
We may 18terpret this rex of the wicked mans 
ſayin? thus, three ways, Scme ay it with their 
mouthes, and are not aſhamed to utter their de- 
fiance againlt the fear of God, 2, All wicked 
men, yea,the moſt modeſt of themyfay ir in their 
hearts; they are inwardly enemies to the fear of 
God, And very many (in the third place) ſay ir 
in their lives, Now all theſe, faith David, are 
wicked men : if once the fear of God be cait 
off, all wickedneſs is ler in: at the ſame door 
ar which the fear of the Lord goes our,any fin or 
abomination may enter. Nay, you fhall finde 
yer forcher, thar after a large enumeration of o- 
ther abominations found in mens hear's and 
lives, the Spirit of God names the want of rhis 
holy fear of God ,as the mother and curſed roor 
of them all, You may ſee this in 24/. 3. 5. 
What 
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What are not men, yea what wont they be, 


- when once they are deſtiture of the fear of God? 
Sorcerers, Adniterers, Swearers, Oppreſlors,and 
what not ? The judge ſpoken of, Lyke 18, 2, 
is therefore termed x»jſt, becauſe he feared nor 
God : There wa ina city aſudge, which feared 
ot God: Wanting rhe fear of God, what ſhould 
keep him from injuſtice > So again, Row,3.1 1, 
I 2,1 3, andthe following verſes : There i none 


that nnderſtandeth, there ts none that ſeeketh after | * 


God + they are all gone ont of the way, they are toge- 
ther become wnprofitable ; there 1 none that doth 
good, no not one, Their throat i5 an open ſepulchre, 
with their tongues they have uſed deceit, ©, Now 
mark the concluſion inthe 18 verſe: There 75 no 
fear of God before their eyes. This brings up the 
rere, as it vere ; 25 tOentertain the fear of God, 
z the beginning of wiſdom, Prov.1.7, The whrd 
here nſed for beginning , fignifierh not onely the 
beginning, bur che rop, the chief, the head and 
higheſt perfeRion of a thing : now as the fear of 
God is both firlt and laſt, the beginning and end 
of holineſs ; ſo to calt off the fear of God, is 
the beginning and ending of all wickedneſs, the 
upſhor of all wickedneſs : a man that hath caſt 
off the fear of God, is deſperately wicked. 

Bur you will ſay, Are there any people ſo 
barbarous, 15 there any perſon ſo brutiſh, chat 
feareth not God? 

Beloved, I confeſs there is nothing more na- 
toral, then to ſtand in awe of a Deity, Hence 
1c is, that ©:3, God, In the Greek rongue, hath 
his name from \2;, fear, as ſome derive ir : and 
ſometime the Scripture uſeth. che word fear, of 
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rerrour, for God, as you heard in the morning : 
and the reaſon ts, becaule of the fearthat is con- 


fefledly due nnto him, Bur that all fear nor the. 
true God,or that they do nor fear him with a ho-. 
ly, ſpiritual, and filial fear, and fo conſequently 


are none of his, 1s more then evident. I ſhall 
clear theſe chings unto you diſtin&ly. 

1, All men fear nor the crue God , but fome- 
thing elſe, which chey ſablticure and ſer up in 
the room, place, and ſtead of God, Some fear 
idols,and devils, 1 Cor.1 0.2p, ſome, the Queen 
of heaven, Jer.44.17, Some fear diſzrace ; ſo 
Saul, 1 Sam,1 5.30. lome, danger, and diſplea- 
ſure of great ones ; as Plate, who feared, 1f he 
releaſed Chriſt according to his conſcience, Ceſar 
would pull his Purple over the ears, and kick 
him off che bench. Some fear the loſs of goods; 
as the rich young man, who went away ſorrow- 
ful, when he was required to ſell all that he had, 
Some fear che loſs of their liberty ; as thoſe who 
forſook Pax! the priſoner, and were aſhamed of 
his chato, 2 Ti,a.4,16, where Pax! faith, At my 
prſt anſwer no man ſtood with me, but all men for- 
ſook me, Andrhen, ſome again fear the loſs of 
life,(hrinking 1D che ſhoulder when call'd to bear 
the croſs of Chriſt, Thus, I ſay, men fear any 
thing befides whar they ſhould fear, 1 mean God, 
the proper objeR of this, and of our other af- 
feaions, Well then, *is clear, you ſee, that all 
men fear not the true God, that God who is a- 
lone to be feared. 

Ard the ſecond is as evident. Thoſe that 
profeſs to fear the rrue God, how few of them 


/ are there ro be fennd, who fear him 1n trnrh, 


who 
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who fear him with this «A filial, and ſpiricual 
fear, which is che fear 1 now ſpeak of ? If ſo, 
what means the bleating of the ſheep, and the lowing 
of the oxen which we hear ? what mean the Oaths, 
Drunkenneſs, the Sabbath-breaking , the Un- 
cleanneſs, the Pride, that we fee and hear to be 
amovglt us > Beloved, if rhe rrue fear of God 
were amoneſt us all, do you think thac theſe vices 
could rule and reign amongſt us as they do? 
Doubtleſs they could not : theſe fins are incon- 
fitent and incompatible with a true ard holy 
fear, Alas, how lictle of this reverential fear of 
God 1s there 1n the hearts of mnit men ? The 
Pſalmiſt, ia che fore-mentioned 36 Pſalm, in the 
beginning of i;, makes this 200d, both in reſpe& 
of evil ro be ayoided, and of cood to be pet- 
formed : M; mind: gives mc, ſaich he, and 1 am 
verily per waded, haying tak:n ſome obſervation 
of the wicked mans way, thai there 1- no fear of 
God 1n his heart : The tra»ſpreſſion of the wicked 
ſaith within my heart , that there us no fear of God 
before hu eyes. Burt whar is the ground of this 
periwaſion ? may ic nor be a raſh and unchari- 
table cenſure chat Davad paſi-rh npon him? No, 
laich he, I will prove whar I ſay, both from his 
thoughrs, words and aQions. 

1. From his Thoughts, He makes no ſcruple 
or conſcience at all of evii choughts: he thinks 
that thoughts are free,and therefore ſuffers them 
ro rove and wander any way : He deviſeth miſ- 
chief upou bis bed . he formeth, framech, and con- 
criverh ic iowardly in his hearr, 

2, I prove it. from bis words : ſaith David, 
They are ſtout againſt God, as the words of choſe 

wicked 
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- wicked ones befcre my text were : Tour words 
have been ſtout againſt me, ſaith the Lord. 

Ard then 3, From his deeds, in che later pare 
of the fourth verſe z He ſetteth himſelf in a way 
that z5 not good : he abhorreth not evil. Leave ſome 
[in perhaps he may , ont of ſome poluick ends 
and reſpes : bur loath and abhor ic, that he 
doth not, 

_ This now is the diſpoſition of all wicked men 
in refererce to that which is evil : their very 
thoughts, words and aRtions are grcſly and abo- 
minably wicked ; and this ſufficiently ſheweth 
that they have no fear of God beforetheir eyes. 
And as this is true in reference to Evil , ſo like- 
. wile in reſpe& of that which is Good. I ſhall 
ſhew yeu this in a word, and ſo conclude this 
fiſt Uſe, 

A wicked perſon, ſaith the Propher, bath no 
fear of God before his eyes, becauſe he hath /efc 
off 10 do good, verſ, 3, Hater part of ir, With theſe 
miſcreants before my text,he accounts it a courle 
of no benefit or profit, to be religious: he ſees 
ic rot needful ro ſeek tothe Lord ; he reftrain- 
eth prajer, latch Elphaz, Job 15,4. What El- 
phaz here ſpeaks, is crue of a wicked man 1n 
theſi, a wicked man reftrains or leflens prayer ; 
bur not true in hyporheſs, as referr'd to Job : this 
was tive in the DeArine, bur not in the Appli- 
cation, Now, Beloved, to caſt off Prayer, 1s 
to calt off God : he that lives without prayer in 
the world, lives withont the fear of God in the 
world: ard hence you finde the heathenthat know 
net God,and the families that call not upon hy Nome, 
J9yred together, or indeed rather the lame, Jer. 

IC.75, 
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10.25, Mach more mighr be ſaid in this parti- 
Jar : but what is already ſpoken, 1s enough to 
make this manifeſt, namely, That all men do nor 
fear God in aholy and ſpirunal manner ; and fo 
by dire& conſequence, are no 'rne lervants of 
God, bur eraceleſs and irreligions perſons, - 
And chis ſhall ſerve for the firtt Uſe, the Uſe 
of Information, 1 now proceed unto the 
ſecond. i 
And rhac ſhall be an Uſe of Examination, 
Is ico, as you have heard in the DoArine, 
That every true and faithful ſervant of Grd, « 4 
fſearer of God 2 Let ns then' call our ſelves ro an 
2CCount, and fo learn to ſertle the ſoundneſs of 


our gracious eſtate, by ſecuring this unco our. 


ownſonls, That we are men and wemen truly 
fearivg God, Without rhis, we can never aſcer- 
rain our own hearts that we are the true and 
faichful ſervants cf God: ' upleſs we be fearers 
of God, we cannor ſay that we axe the ſervents 
of God. EO 

Bur chen yon will ſay, How may I come to 
know whether or no, with choſe ſweet and gra- 
cions ſouls inthe rexr, 1 ama man ora woman 
truly fearing God? 

Now to the end that 1 may give you ſatisfs- 
Qtion in this Querie, 1 ſha!} lay down ſome 
Noxes of Trial, whereby I defite all thar heat 
me this eyenivo to prove their preſent eftare and 
condition , whether they have this holy fear of 
God implanted in their hearts'yea or nor. 

The way thar. I ſhall preſcribe for Trial, ſhall 
be raken fromthe concemirants, or, if you will, 
from the effc&s,or thar lovely train of heavenly 

Oraces 


es thas guard _ atcend the true fear of 
God, h 
Inthie ficft place then,where there is the holy 
fear of Sod, there 1s puricy ard helineſs : Pſal, 
19. 9. fairh David there, The fear of the Lord 
z clean; clean, nor on*ly formally,and in it telf ; 
bur «ffeQively ; 7.e, ic makes the man clean, 
and keeps him clean 2 ic Rands as a Porter at 
the door of the ſoul, If yen ſhenld come ro a 
Princes Conrt , and ſee a great crc ud about the 
door , yon wonlq ſay, The Porter is there, he 
liops and examines them : if at another time 
you ſce all going in as falt as they pleaſc,you will 
lay, The Porter is one of the way, Thus where 
the true fear of the Lord is, all is kept within 
compal« : we examine whar goes into our hearts, 
and what comes out : *is as Ic were an armed 
man, or Centinel, at the gate, which queſtions 
all, and ops every one from entring,chat Is un* 
fic : it Rards as a warch-man ob the rower, and 
lonks every Wayzto ſee what 1s coming unto the 


ſon), But more parciculariy , this holy and re- 


verentlal fear of God 
| 1. The Head, 
cleanſethe 2. The Heart. 
3- The Life or Converſation, 

A word or two of each of theſe. 1 ſhall nor 

ho!d you longer then the ordivary time, 

r. It cleanſeth the Head, the Judgment, the 
Underiianding, and intelleAval parc of man 
and therefore ſairh the Pialmift, Pſa/. 111, 
10. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſ(- 
dm : of rrue, ſpiriiual, and ſaving wil- 
dom : ic will according ” the meaſure of _ 

pe 
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pel che miſts and fogs of Erronr that gloud the 


Underftanding.And what is the reaſon of it?the 
Reaſon is, becawle ir is the property of this fear 
to make men hunble : the rrue fear of God 1s 
an bumbling grace, Now an humble map. can 
neycr bean Heretick, *Tis trne, he may erre 1n 
his jadgemenr ; bur*is but ſhewing bim his Er- 
rour, and he will quickly yeeld, and ſubſcribe to 
Truth : This hearc-humbling Fear wo'nt ſuffer 
him co be contyumac12us or obitinate, Rev.14,7, 
faith the Angel there, thar had the everialtiny 
Goſpel to preach ro them that dwell on the 
earth , Fear God , and give glory to hm, Give 
olory rohim, 7i,c, as iome expound rhe place, 
Give glory ro him, by abdicating and abyuring 
your heretical conceipis , and erroneous opini- 
ons, A man that hath his heart poſſeſs'd with 
che lively fezr of God, will not,cannor ſtnbborn- 
ly perfilt in any Errour : ſnach a man will be con- 
vinced and rakenoff, when other men are wed- 
ded unio their own opinions. The fear of God 
hach an excellent ipfluence this way. 

2, It cleanſeth the heart too: it preſerves the 
fon] 19 genera], and keeps it holy, O Beloved, 
this true and holy fear of God,is a golden bridle 
co the ſou}, when it would ran out nnto any e- 
vil: its like the, banks to the ſea, which keeps 
in the raging waves of corruption, when rhey 


wou'd overflow-all, Prov,14.27, The fear of | 


the. Lord ts a fountain of life, to depart from the 
ſnaxes of death: ie, either from fin , which is 
ſpicicual death z or from damnation , which is 
perpetual and' eternal death : rhe fear of the 
Lord 1s a fountain-oft lie, ro depart from yok 

: theſe 
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theſe ſnares of dexth, Where this fear is nor, 


_ . there the heart 13 ready to joyn with every evil, 


and (ſo tofall into the jaws cf every death. Sx- 
can, chat mighry huncer, hath laid ſnares for our 
poor ſouls in all places. The way of this world is 
like the vale of Siddim, ſlimy and ſlippery , full of 
Lime-ptcs and pitfals, ſnares & ffumbling-blocks, 
laid on pnrpoſe to maim and co miſchief onr 
ſouls: Bur new he that truly fears God, comes 
cf withour great hurr ; he keepeth his heare 
wich all diligence ; he watchech the very 
thonghts and morions of his heart : he will not 
ſuffer vain thouyhes to lodge there , but Jabours 
to waſh ir from all filrhineſs, rhat ſo he may per- 
fe& holineſs in the fear of God. This fear of 
God weeds hypoctrifie ont of the heart; pride, 
arrogancie, and every ſecret way of iniquity. 
Job was a man fearing God, and therefore he 
durit not once to think luſtfully upon a maid : 
thi; was nat which made him to refrain con- 
remplative wickedneſs: J;b 31.1, 

And then 3, As this holy fear of God clean- 
ſerh the Head and the Heart , fo it cleanſerh rhe 
Hands too : it keeps the Life and Converſation 
pure, Prov. 3.7. ſaith Solomon there, Fear the 
Loyd, and depart from evil. The fear of the Lord 
is ro depart from evil : that, Beloved, is the de- 
fivicion of the fear of God, Eſchewing of evil 
ts not onely put as an effe& of the fear of God, 
as when "cis ſaid of Job, Chap.1.1. that man was 
perfeft avd upright, and one that feared Grd, and 
eſchewed evil, bur ir is pur, 1 ſay, in the very de- 
finirion it ſelf of the fear of God : 'tis the na- 
ere of this fear of God, ” depart from evil ; 

2 not 
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nat onely from habitual and inward , bur like- 
' wile from outward and pra&ical evil ; from pnb- 
like, as well as from private and ſecret evil. See 
what Jehoſhipbat faith in his charge unto his 
Judges , when they were going their Circuit, 
2 (hron.19. 7. Wherefore now, let the fear of the 
Lord be upon you: take heed and do it: for there is 
no iniquity with the Lord our Ged, nor refpett of 
perſons , nor taking of gifts, q. d. This tear of 
God, if it be upon you, if ic be radicated and 
roored 1n your hearts, will teach you to forbear 
Bribery and iniquity with your hands, It was 
the fear of God, B:loved, that reined in Joſepb 
from conde{endiog to the wicked motion of 
his wanton Miltreſs , though he might have 
committed that folly, and the world have been 
never the wiſer, 

I car proceed no furcher at preſent,in the try- 
al of this holy fear of God, Examine your 
ſelves by what bath been ſaid, 1f, with thoſe 
oodly ones here in my Text, you are men and 
women truly-fearing the Lotd' ; then chis fear 
of God hath had this cleanſing influence npon 
2:0 ug hath cleanſed your Heads, Hearts, and 

and-. | 
Secondly : As this holy fear of God cleanſerh 
the Head, Heart and Hand from fin : fo doth ic 
no leſs frame the heart to the doing of duty;and 
that, 13, towards God; 2, towards men, For 
a5 you heard before, rhe fear of God is a very 
exrenſiveand comprehenſive erace ; it includes 
the whole ducy of man: not onely his Negative 
duty,what he onght not to do ; but his Poſiive 
dury too, what be on2he to do, - 
In 
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In the firſt place then, this holy fear of God 
frames rhe hearc ro the performance of its ducy 
rowards God. And here I ſhall inſtance onely 
1 two duties, 5 | 

1, It perſwades the heart to believe God and 
his Word, The Scripture noteth this exprelly 
of the Patriarch Noah, Heb.1 1.7. By faith Noah 
being warned of God, of things not ſeen as yet , muo- 
ved with fear. prepared an ark, 8c, Moved with 
fear : wnat1s that ? 5, e, with a reverenrt fear 
of that God that ſpike unto him : Noah's hearc 
being touched with the rrue fear of God, belie- 
ved God, even in thoſe chines which were not 
as yer ſcen: he believed thoſe forewarnings of 
God concerning the judgment he purpoſed ro 
bring upon the world ; and accordingly prep. 
red an Ark, wherehy he ſaved his honſhold, and 
condemned the wicked world, Thus the Iira- 
elires,poſſe(t with this filial fear, believed God 
and his ſervant Moſes, You may ſee this clearly, 
Ezod.14.31. And the people feared the Lord, and 
believed the Lord , and his ſervant Moſes, Pray 
obſerve ir well : the people feared the Lord, &c. 
As Faith may be and 1s the grcund of holy Fear : 
ſo holy Fear may ſometimes draw forth aAs of 
Faith ; ir will make a man tremble as mnch ar 
the Threats of his Word, as at the Strokes of 
his Hand. 

And then 2, As it frames the hearc to a be- 
| Heving of God and his Word: fo likewiſe troan 
obeying of God and his Word; rhe holy obe- 
dience of hi: revealed will, Pſa/.103.17, 18- 
 faich David there, But the mercy of the Lord « 
E 3 from 
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from everlaſting to everlaſtiug upon them that fear 
him; and hu righteonſ1.efs unto childrens children : 
to ſuch as k:ep hs covenant , aud to thoſe that re- 
member his commandments to de them, He de- 
ſcribes, yon ſee, them thar fear God, ro be ſuch 
85 keep bis Covenant, and remember bis Com- | 
mandments to do them. A fonl truly fearing 
God, is afraid to diſobey God : his hearr, with 
David's, will ſtand in awe of Gods Word. And 
hence *is,thar in Scripture ſometimes you finde 
che fearing of God, and keeping of his Cem- 
mandments ; ſomertimes,fcaring God,and work- 
ing riehteonſne(s, jJ>yned rogather, The former | 
you may ſce, P[al. 119.63 I am a companion of | 
all them that fear thee , and of them that keep thy | 
precepts. Of thems that fear thee, and keep thy ;re- | 
cepts : 4 man cannot fear God, bur he mult ob» | 
ſerve bis precepts. So again, Eccleſ.12.13, Let | 
4 hear the conclu(ion of the whole matter ; Fear | 
God, ard keep bis commandments : fer this is the | 
whole duty of wan, The connexion of theſe two, | 
\ (hews us, thar the fear of God is 2 principle of | 
obedience ; they that fear him, will keep his 
_ commandments : yea, they doſo in an Eyance- 
lical way : thongh they cannor attain unto, yer | 
tkey wiſh well ro exa& and accurate obedience, 

The later ycu ſhall finde, As 10, 35, But in c- 
very nation he that feareth him, and worketh righ- | 
reouſreſt, is accepted with him, A man fearing 
G:d,wi:l be aRive and doing; he will be work- 
Ing righcecuſneſs, and that which is good. | 
And thus have ycu briefly beard,to what par- | 
ticular duties this Fear frames the heart towards 
God, 1amtofhew you, inthe next place-how | 
and 
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and In what duties it draws the heart in refe- 
rence to Man, The Fear of God hath a double 
bond1n itz a bond of Obedience to God, and a 
bond of Love to Men. 

Well chen, inthe ficſt place, the rrue fear of 
God ts ever joyned with love unto our brerhren. 
The Apoſtle pnts ſomuch of Religion, or of the 
fear'of God (for they are both one) in the love 
roonr brethren, as thar in one place he makes it 
all Relieion, yea, the very definition of the fear 
of God. Jam,1.27. Pure religion, and undefiled 
before God, and the Father, is this, Towiſitthe fa- 
therleſs in their afflifi:on, aud to keep himſelf unſpot» 
ted from the world. This 1s Religion , and pure 
Religion: 1,e, This is a great branch and parc of 
Religion *cis a ſpec1al fruic which ſprings from 
thar goodly tree, The Fear of God. Now to 
vii the fatherleſ(s, Beloved,is more then to look 
upon them,and ro ask them how they do: to vitic 
chem, is co help and ſuccour chem : it's like that 
vilr, in its proportion, which Chrit made unto 
the difirefſed world, Lyke 1 68. where *cis ſaid, 
Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael : for he hath viſited 
and redeemed his people + Or, he viſited his people, to 
redeem them, And then the fatherleſ{ ro whoſe 
viſit Religion and the fear of God leads us, are 
port onely poor children and orphans, whoſe pa- 
rents are lately dead, and they not able co ſhifc 
for themſelyes ; but the fatherleſs are all the af- 
flifed who want our help or patronage : every 
helpleſs and comfortleſs ſoul is an orphan with- 
our parents,and as a widow withour a hasband : 
and to relieve ſnch , is pure Re/igion : herein 
ſanderhi much of the fear of God, Job 6,14. 

E 4 To 
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To him that is affiifted , pity ſh:18'd be ſhewed from 
hes friend ; but te forſaheth the tear of the Aln.igh- 
ty, I finde a variety of reading upon theſe 
words: bur this one reading, to my minde,vives 
the ſenſe moſt fair and eafie + To him that 5s af- 
flifted, &c. otherwiſe he forſakes the fear of the Al- 
mighty: whereas our Traiſluion faith , But he 
forſaketh , this laith,Otherwiſe he forſaketh the fear 
of the Almighty. 1,e, If a man do not ſhew love and | 
pity to bis afflited brother . thar man ſheweth | 
that he hath forſaken the fear of the Almighty. + 
As love to God, ſo the fezr of God is made ex- 
cecding viſible in love to men. As he that ſaith 
he loves God, and hateth his brother , is a lyer , aC- 
cording to thar, 1 Joh,4.20, io, he thar ſaith he 
feareth God, and hateib his brother, is a lyer al- 
fo, What cares Nbal the chur], though David 
Gic at his door, as long as he may fit warm wih- 
In, earirg the far, and Crinking the ſweet ? Nz- 
ba! hath Logick to conciude for himſelf, 1 Sam, 
25.11. Shall I then take my bread, and my water, | 
and my fleſh that I have killed for my ſhearers, and © 


give it wito men whom 1 know not whence they be ? | 


Bur the fear of God wouid have ravght the foo] 
more wir, 

2, The true fear of God, as ir will reach a | 
man to love his brother ; ſo it will reach him 
nor co vex, oppreſs, or br: w hear his brother, 
An inſtance of this yea have in Ged-'earing Jo- 
ſeph: ſee whar he cell« bis bre hren, Gen.42.18. 
Th-5 do, and Ive : fer I fea Gol: q. d, 1 intend 
you ro hurt, 2:houg1 vou are fallen into my 
hand: : I fear Gon, avd har is your ſecurity : 
It ſtand; nor with the fear of God, which hath 

taken 
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raken up my hearr, to oppreſs or wrong you : I 


fear (50d, and therefore dare not to do yon-any 
hurt: 1 fear che true God , the proper objea of 
fear ; and therefore you need nor to denbrt of 
fair dealin?9, To the ſame purpole, ſee what 
N:hemiah faith to thoſe mercileſs Uſurions Iſra- 
elires, that had exacted u;on their brethren, 
Neh.5.9,10. Alſo I ſail, It is not good that ye do: 
o0nght ye not to walk 1u the fear of cur Gd, becauſe 
of the reproach of the heathen our evemies ? I like- 
wiſe, and my brethrengand my [ervarts, might exail 
of them woney, and corn: 1 pray ler us leave off this 
#lury, q. 1. Oppr: lion and the fear of God 
will not fiapd rogerher : 1.*s an argument that 
there is lictle or no fear of God in their hearcs, 
who do oppreſs others, Lew1.25.19, Ve ſhall not 
therefare cypreſs one another ; but thou halt fear thy 


God : for 1 am the Lord your God. Whereby 1s 


fully intimated, rhat if chey op=refſ*d, they did 
not fear God, And when Amalck f..1| upon the 
Jews, and ſmote ſom: of them paſſing th-row 
his Country, it is ſaid, He feared not God, Dent. 
25.17,18, Thisevil is at u7nacural evil ; and 
ſo can never con(1't with the crae fear of God. 
Andrhen 3, This fear of God will ceach men 
to honour ard obey lawful Aurhority : and 
therefore you (all finde them both j yned to- 


eether, x Per.2 1 7, later part of the verſe: Fear 


God, Honour the king, q d, Wrere there 1s not 
due honour and ocbedicnce yeelded rolawfnlAn- 
thority, there is no tre fear of God, NavyBe- 


| loved, 1 may add-, that this fear of God will 


teach a man how to carry ard Hehave himſelf in 


every ctiate and condition whatioever, Nay, 
[4 


© (58) 
ic will reach all eſtates and degrees whatſoever ; 


it will teach the Poor how to carry themſelves | 


in adverſity , and che Rich how to carry them- 
ſelves in proſpericy * the Poor it will reach to be 
comenced with their eftate and condition, as 
knowing that of Se/owon,Pr.1 5.16. Better is little 
with the fear of the Lord, then great treaſure, and 


contented godlineſs is great riches, Ic is not 


the great Cage that makes the bird (ing: it is nor | 


the great eſtate char always brings inward joy,or 
cordial contentment, And chen,as ic will ceach 
the Poor contentment, ſo it will reach chem nor 
to envie the Rich, ſeeing God in his providence 


hath mered our nnto every one the portion of | 


his allowance; and with this condition toogthar 
where much is given, wach ſhall berequired, Hence 
is. that, Prov, 23,17, Let not thine heart envie 
Buners , but be thou in the ſear of the Lord all the 
day lowg. Solomon, you ſee, deicribes this fear of 
-the:Lord , as an antidote or preſervative againſt 
that evil diſeaſe, 

And then wm the laſt place, this fear of God 
will likewiſe teach the Rich how to carry them- 
ſelves in proſpericy : it will teach them co bebave 
themſelves humbly , according ro thar of che 


Wiſe-man, Prov.,22.4, By humility, and the fear | 


of the Lord, are riches , and honour , and life, 
By humility, the fear of the Lord ; ſo the Original 
runs, withonc the Grammarical copulative a»d ; 
co nore unto ns, that there is ſach a neer affinicy 
berween humilicy and the fear of God,as if they 


mn 


—_— 


erowble therewith : it will teach him co know,that | 


were one and the very ſame thing : they ſeem co | 


be predicated one of the other, as if they were 
Con» 
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convertible terms, The Rich, if they fear God), 
will not be proud, or diſdain their brechren be- 
canſe poor, And then as this grace will reach 
them co walk humbly , ſo will ic teach chem ro 
walk thankfully coo, You may obſerve this, Fer, 
$5.34. Neither ſay they in their heart , Let a now 
fear the Lord our God, that giv:th rain, both the 


former and the later in hu ſeaſon : he reſerveth unto 


1 the appointed weeks of the harveſt, Qne would 
think chat the Lord ſhould rather have blamed 
them for nor ſaying, Let us praiſe the Lord onr 
God, &c, bur Beloved, the former includes the 
Jater : he thae truly fears God, will not fail to 
be chavkfal. | | 

And thus you have heard ſeveral Notes where- 
by you may come to know whether or no, with 
theſe godly ones here in my text, you-are men 
and women cruly fearing God, I defire now, 
that when you come hotae,you would commune 
with your own hearts, and compare your ſelves 
with, and apply your ſelves to theſe ſundry pro- 
bacional Notes, \ And: this ſhill- (nffice to be 
ſpoken of the ſecand Uſe, the Uſe of Examina- 
tion, I ſhall enter upon the third , and pro- 
ceed as farin ic as che ordipary rime will per- 


mic, 
Andrthac ſhall be a Uſe of Exhorcation: 

Is it ſo, That every trne 41d faithful ſervant of 
Gad its a fearer of God ? Learn we then hence 
theſe two duties : Firſt, co get the true fear of 
God ;. and then ſecondly, to grow up in this 
grace more and more. 

I begin wich the firſt of or Y 
Let every one of us labour to have onr hearts 
_- 


(60) 
ſeaſoned and pefſeſſed wich this grace, in the 
words of Jehoſhaphat, 2 Chron.19.7 Wherefore 
yow let the fear of the Lord be upow you, take heed, 
and do it : for there ts no miquity with the Lord our 
Godymor Yeſpett of perſons,yvor taking of gifts, Give 


we all dilicence for the attainment of thisgrace, 


Now for the berter performance of this duty, 1 


(hall firſt lay down ſome Motives for your en- | 
courzgemenr ; ſecondly, preſcribe ſome Meang | 


for your affiſtance, 


The Motives ſhall be five or fix + all which 1 | 


ſhall ran over with as much convenient brevity 
2s may be, | 
r, 'Tis bur juſt, equal, and reaſonable, that 
we ſhould fear the Lord our God ; ſeeing he 
hath ſo frequently commanded ir,and ſo often in 
his Word called npon us for it, Beſides what 
rexts have formerly in this diſcourſe been a]- 
leadged to this purpoſe, let me art preſent, for 
your encouragement , commend unto you two 
ot three more, Pſal,22.23. Pſal.3 3.8, Pſal.34- 
59. Lake 12.5. Obſerve well what Chriſt ſairh 
there : But [ will ferewars you whom you ſhall fear ; 
Fear hinmz , which after he hath killed, hath power to 
caft into hell ; yeay 1 ſay unto you, Fear him, He 
commands this fear twice, you ſee, in one verſe, 
Nay, as this fear is evjoyned, ſo doth ic of right 
appertain ro God; 'tis his due, as he is the pro- 
per, the-ſole and onely obje& of it. Job 25. 2, 
Dominion and fear are with him: 1, e, they are 
With che Lord ; or, they are che Lord, Pſal.76. 
It, Jer.10.7. So thar you ſee *tis an a& of ju- 
ſtice to fear God, When we have done the ut- 
moſt that we can this way, we have done bur our 
duty, 2, A$ 


| ip 
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2, ASL Fo duty is =P reaſonable in re- 
8 | ſpe of Gqgd, 1o'tis a grace needful and nece(- 
by for us/ This is that orace which enablerh 
, as unco all Chriſtian duties: ic frames the hearr, 
r | 23 you heard before,borh ro the ſhunviog of vice, 
e | zsalſotorhe embracing of yertue, *Tis the be- 
| ginning of wiſdom, and the inſtruRion of wiſ- 
{ dom: *tls a fountain of life: withour ir,we can net- 
)- | ther begin or end any ſpirimal work : *tis rhe 
L beginning of all, and the end of all : "cis torr 
howeo, all of man : wichour i ic, there can be no 
I | compleatneſs in Chriflianicy.z and therefore 
y ach the Apolile, 2 Cor,7.1. that we mult perfel# 
holineſs in the fear of God, The hearhen Sages, 
C | as Seneca, Socrates, and others, they were wile 
© | men intheir generation,they had many excellent 
D | andlovely oifts: bur failing-of-rhis,coming _ | 
C ) of the trac fear of God, all che ocher did t 

= | nogood : they found out indeed many exce oo 
r | things , bur they miffed of chis Pearl of great 
0 | price. That wiſh of the Lord is very obſerya- 
» | ble, Dext.5.29. Oh that there were ſuch an heart 


— 


t | in then, that they wonld fear me, and keep my cons» 
i | mandments always, that it might be well with them, 
0 | axd with their children for ever. Tntimating thus 
e | much, char if their hearts were once (caſon- 
+ | ed with this holy fear, then they would be 
| able to do his will, and to ebſerve his com- 
- | mandments, Wichont this fear of God, we 
« | ſhall neverbeableto keep one of che commands 
* | of God. Sothar,you ſee, 'tis needful ro the In- 
« | choarion, Continuation, and Conſummacion of 
- ' of grace: 'tis the beginning, middle, and end of 
- | truef piricnal wiſdom, 

3. AS 
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3. As this holy fear f God is needfnl for ns, 
ſo *tis gainful co us , and profitable for us too, 
'Tis rrue, the profane miſcreants above my text, 
| blaſphemed to the contrary, veil. 14. 7e have 

ſaid , It vain to ſerve God z and what profit ts it, 
that we bave kept his ordinance, and that we have 
walked monrnfully before the Lord of hoſts? Ibm 
the godly in my text were of another minde. 
What the Apoſtle ſpeaks of god!ineſs, is as true 
of this holy fear of God for why ? they ate the 


ſame indiflin& thing: now, faicb he, 1 Tim, 4.8, | 


Godlineſs is profitable unto all things, having promiſe 
of the life that now #s, and of that which #« to come, 
This we may vetific and irnly ſay of the fear of 
God, lt hath the promiſe of this ife, 8c. 1. Of this 
life, Prov.1-9.23.-The fear of the Lord tendeth to 
life 3 and he that hath it, ſhall abide ſati-fied : he 
ſhall xot be viſited with evil. Security from ex1l in 
general, is promiſed to them that fear God : they 
ſhall be delivered from the hur: of it , though 
not always, I confeſs,from the {marr of it, They 
ſhall be delivered from the evilof (in; for why ? 
8s Solomon ſpeaks, Prov.$,13, the former part 
of the verſe *' The fear of the Lord # to hate evil, 
They ſhall: be delivered from the evil of pain 
and ſorrow to0';-to which purpoſe tends ſuch 


cexts as this , Pſal, 91, 5,6,7. Thou ſhalt not be 
afraid for the-teyrour by night © mor for the arrow | 


that flieth byday : nor for the pefilence that walk: 
#th mn darkne[s 5 nor for the deftrution that waſteth 
at noow-day, Athouſand fhal fall at thy fide , and 
21 chouſani' at thy right hayi': but it ſhall not come 


#igh thee. * Soa0aD, veri, 10,11,12,13, Nay, 
they that fear the Lord ſhall-nor onely be deli- 


vered 
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yered one of all evil , bur a theirs too, 
ſhall be made partakers of all goed : Eccleſ.8.x 2, 
faith the Preacher there , Though 4 ſinxer do evil 
an hundred times , and his days be prolonged ; yet. 
ſurely I know that it ſhall be well with them that F on . 
God which fear before him. God will be good ro 
his Iſrael, even to them chat are of a pure heare. 
Prov.22.4. By humility, and the fear of the Loyd, 
are riches, and honour, and life. The fear of the 
Lord, you ſee, doth not want ics preſent reward 


| of riches, honour, and life. One would think 
| this were enough ro provoke any man to turn 


ſpiritual purchater. I, but the Scripture expreſ- 
ſeth this reward yet furcher, Pſal. 34. 9,10, Ob 
fear the Lord, ye his ſaints : for there 65 no want ts 
them that fear him. The youns lions do lack y. and 
{offer hunger : but they that ſeek the Lord, ſhall nos 
want any good thing. TI, bur what ſhall our poor 
children do when we are gone ? may ſome {ay 
well enough : Pal, 37. 25. ſaith David thete, 
I have been young, and now am old : yet have I not 
ſeen the righteoms forſaken, nor his ſeed begging their 
bread, Such 2 thing may fall our ; bur*cis rarely 
ſeen : David in all his experience never obſerved 
it, Pſal.112,1,2. Bleſſed is the man that feareth 
the Lord , that delighteth preatly in his commands 
ments: his ſeed ſhall be mighty upon earth ; the gene» 


' ration of the wpright ſhall be bleſſed, . Many texts 


we have to this very purpoſe, And then as tlie 
fear of God hath che promiſe of temporal, ſo 
hath ic alſo che promiſe of ſpiritnal and eternal 
cood things : The Lord himſelf will undertake 
to reach ſuch amen, Pſa/,25.12, He revealech 


| his ſecrets ro him, verſ,14, He will guide them 


with 


| (6 
with his counſel here LF afrerward receive 


them ro glory, as 'tir, Pſa/.7 3.24. Surely Gods | 


ſalvation i nigh them that ſear hin, elſewhere in 
che Piaim. Read Mal, 2.5, My covenant was 
with him of life and peace, and I gave them 10 h:m, 
for the fear wherewith he ſeared me, and was afraid 
before my Name : | e. with Levi, a5 2ppears In 
the former verie, Thus, Beloved, ſhall the man 
be blefſed thar fezreth the Lord, So that lo:k 
which way y-0 will, upward or downward, you 
ſhall finde, that this holy fear of God is every 
way profitable, | 

4. This grace is exceeding acceptable and 
pleaſing unto God : *tis delighiful unto bis (ou! ; 
*tis very contentful nnto him. Pſa/, 147: 11, 
The Lord tak-th pleaſure in them thet fear bim; in 
them that hope m bi mercy. Pray mark irgthe word 
ratſah in the Hebrew, 15 rendered vehementer re 
aligua deleftari, ro be vehemently dejj2hied iv a 
thing, God 1s vehemently pleaſed or delichied 
in them char fear him. Let a mans lervices and 
dncies be outwardly never lo ſpecions or coſtly, 


withour this they are nna<ceprable ro Gnd, 1ſa, | 


66.2, Tothis man will I loch, even to hm that © 
poor, and of a comrite ſpirit , and trewble b at my 
word : q. d, To him that feareth my Name, to 
him wil] I have a greciovus aiſpe&; and as to him, 
fo ro his ſervices too : but now in ver(. 3, becauie 
his fear was not in their hearts, therefore he ac- 
cepts none of their works, And fo again, 1ſa;, 
TI,12.13,14:15.: To what purpoſe ts the multi= 


tude of 1our ſacrifices to me. ſaith the Lord ? 1 aw 


full of burnt offerings,&c., Why,whar is the mar- 


ter? Why, my fear is not in your hearts ; and 
; | | hence 
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hence *ts thar there i ſo JE cruelty in your 
hands ; your hands are fnll of blond, Oh Be- 
loved, this holy fear of God is that which gives 
oface and vercue to all other duties and graces 
whatſoever: 'to walk in the fear of God, is to 

walk before the Lord in all well pleafing, 1 
mighc enlarge very far upon every one of theſe 

articvlars ; bur then, hav ne many other things 
ro ſpeak, I ſhould hold you too long, 

- Well chen, 1athe fitch place; thits grace, as "tis 
profirable to us, @ 'tis honourable unto us roo : 
you may ſee this 1n rhe text, theſe fearers of the 
Lord ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord, un the day that 1 
make up my jew:ls : q, d, 1 will rreaſure and ca- 
biner chem up among my chiefe{t jewels : I will 
honour them,and precioully eſteem and account 
of them, in die quo'confetl urn ſum peculium , 1n 
che day that I make up my peculiar rreaſure, my 


| moſt precious ſnbfiance ; my filyer, and my gold; 
and my gems ; ſo ſome read ir, The peo» 


ple which avouch God for their God , to fear 
him, co walk in his ways, and co keep his 
Raines ; be avoucherh them for his veople, high 
above all nations, 1n praiſe, in name, and in he- 
nour, You may fſce this, Deur.26.18,19, See 
yer further, what God tells his Church, 1ſai.43. 
4. ' Soagain, Prov,31,30, To fear God, is rhe 
crown of a woman ; this is that which makes 
her beautiful indeed, al! gloriow within : land ir 
makes her honourable roo ; ſbe ſhall be praiſed ; 


ſhe ſhall live and die with honour. God hath 


lefr this upon record, to the everlaſting honour 

of eAbraham,Job and orhers of his ſervanrs,thar 

they were men fezrine God, How did God m_ 
: F oat 


(66) 

boaſt himſelf of Job, 1, and that to the devils 
face ! Job 2, 3. This was the charaQer that 
God gave of him in the former Chapter: 1, buc 
pow he coeth on , and ſuperaddes, this unto his 
honour, Still be holdeth ſaft his imegrity. As *tis 
gſu:1 with Kings and grear men of the world, for 
oxeat ſervices dove them, eſpecially in wars and 
bartels, ro make additions to their Titles of Ho- 
nour , to give ſome new Motto's , or pnt {ſome 
Dew Devices .n the Coar-armour of thoſe who 
ſerve them: thus deth God here deal with Fob 
and thy hoyonr (Beloved) have all Gods Saints, 
all-chat fear his Name, 

6, And then laſt of all, as this grace.is ho- 
nourable,ſo” c15 Cc mfortable unto us : and hence 
tis, that you finde it joyned with joy and com- 
fort in the holy.Ghoſt, 4s 9.31. where 'tis ſaid 
of the Primitive Chriltians,7; hen had the charches 
reſt thorowont all Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria, 
and were edrfied; and -walking iu the fear of theLord, 
and inthe comfort of the holy Ghoſt, were wwltiplied. 
This holy fear will free onr hearts from all baſe 
and'carnal fezrs, Carnal fear vaniſheth our of 
the ſizhr of holy fear , as leffer lights do before 
the Sno. This holy fear fills che bezre with fixong 
confidence and coniolation,, making the man in 
whom tis, to hold upbis head in the grcateſt 
burly-burly., and co walk bout the world as 2 
conquerour, void of all fear, either what men or 
deviis can. do unto him, Henge 1s that of holy 
Dav:d , :Bſal. 3.6. and again, Pſal. 27. 1,243. 
There is: KO peace or comfort to the wicked; 
th1s is the portion of them, and'onely of chem, 
_ that fear the Lord. The ready:Way tO aug ana 
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| forrably, is rolive inche tear of God : that man, 


and that woman, ſhall have comfort , comfort in 
life, comforc in death , comfort in every eliate 
and condition whatſoever, 

And thus, Beloved, bare yon heard ſeveral 
Morives why you ſhould ſer your ſelves in a}l 
oeod earneſt , for the obtaining of this grace of 
holy fear, In the nexc place, I ſhall ſhew you 
whar Mcans you are to improve and make uſe of 
to the procuring of this grace; and that ſhall be 
onely one in general, v:z, a ſerions Medication, 
There are three or fonr particulars, which I mnſt 
deſire of you (that are yer withour rhe tear of 
God) to meditate upon, | 

I ,Refie& upon your ſelves,and conſider how 
mi:erable. your condition is: wanting this holy 
fear of God, Imuſtce|] yon (and you muſt bear 
with me init). that you are void and deſtirnte of 
Srace ; you have-not one grace, not one piece of 
2 grace, or ſpark of 'gracean you, As where this 
fear of God is, there. is every grace : ſo, where 
this ts wanting, there is no grace. | You are, as 
was ſaid in the Uſe of Information,graceleſs and 
trreiie1ous perſons, having not the fear of God 
before your eyes: your heads, hearrs and hands 
muſt needs be full franghe with ſin: rhere can be 
nothing but wickedneſs in you, and wickedneſs 


WMuing from you': and believe ir, unleſs Ged 


ſhew you the more mercy , and put his fear inte 
your hearts before you die, you muſt expeQ, for 
indeed, nothing elſe can be expeRed, bur all the 
miſe: ies, torments and rortures ; which are the 
juſt reward of all ſach graceleſs perſons, and pro- 


fane wretches, as want this holy fear, From all 
| F-2 which 
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which you are utterly (69) to free your ſelves, 
You will be able neither to abide it, no, nor yer 
roavoidit. And this is your very condition, if 
there be any truth in this Bosk of God here in 
my hand, I conld our of this Book lay our your 
:etare into ſeveral branches ; your preſent and 
future miſerable ettate, I profes unto you in 
:the preſence of God,a man would not be in your | 
caſe for a million of worlds,if there were {o ma- | 
Ny: and this you your ſelves would confeſs, if | 
God ſhould ever ſeaſon your hearts with his | 
fear, Bur 1 won'c ar preſent crouble you with | 
particulars, - Do bur go a lirr]e apare from yonr | 
families when you come home ,' and ſer your | 
hearts upon the-mediration of what hath been | 
ſpoken unto you 1n genera], as to. your conditt- 
on, being without thefear of God; and this ve- 
ty: co:itation-or meditation upon:your preſent 
cale, may be a means; (if God will bur bleſs it | 
to any of you) to pullyen our of ir, and of you | 
procurement of this grace,” .- | 

Bur chen ſecondly, asyouw are to refle upon | 
your ſelves, ſolikewite ſhould you medicare up- | 
on God : let.your thou2hrs be buſied abour him; | 
and conſider how he is, 1, Repreſented nnro 
you in bis Word: 2, How he ſtands GeſTFVes 
12 his works, 

Your will ſay, it may be, What i is ſpoke. of | 
God 1m his Word, that may perſwade our hearts 
10 fear b1s Name ? 

Friends, rher2 are divers things recorded of 
God in this Book , that ſhould prevail with you 
tOfear before him, 

As fiift of all, he is tranſcendent , ſuperemi- 

mcnr, 
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nent, and ſurpaſſing in majeſty and elecry.. And 
hence *tis, that the Plalmitt infers a nec<ſſi:y of 
h13 fear, Pſal,76.4. ſaith Aſaph there, Thou art 
more glorions and excellent they the mountains of 
prey - Or, te mountams of triumph, (as "118 in the 
H=brew) 5 e the kingdoms of tris world which 
rear, ſpoil, and prey upon one znother , like 
wilde beaſts: or more particularly, the flovriſh- 
ing Afjrians, with their goodly Monarchy : 
Thou art more il[uſtrions, glorious, and excel- 
lent, then all theſe, Whar then? ſee vetſe 7. 
Thos, even then, art to be fearcd. And again, 
verſe 11, Vow, and pay unto the Lord your God 
let all chat be round about him, bring preſents unto 
him that ought to-be feared, Terycu hears then, 
In the firit place, ſtand in a holy ave of God, be- 
canſe of his grear, gloricus, and terrible Ma- 
zeſty, 

Secondly, conſider God as armed with infinite 
power and might : che Word beſpeaks him able 
to reward yon, if you do fear him ; and able to 
puniſh you, if yon fear him not, Servants, you 


know, fear their maſters, becauſe they have 


power over their fleſh, over their bodies : 1, but 
God hath power not cnely ocer yenr bodies,but 
over your ſouls too; and therefore you ſhould 
fear him. You haye this inference to the fear 
of God implied, if not expreſſed, Matr.1 0.28. 
God is ſaid ro be able ro conſume your body and 
ſoul in hell-fire ; .Oh therefore fear him, upon 
this conſideration, 

Thirdly, confider God as Omnipreſent and 
Omniſcienr,as one that beholds and takes know - 
ledge of all char we think, ſpeak, or do, Prov. 

F 3 5.2 Te 
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5.21, For the ways of man are before the eyes of the 
Lord;he pondereth all his goings,God is nuvopduayus, 
as one ſaich, all eye: to him all things are naked 
and open, Heb.4.1 3. Plal, 139. 8,9,10, andfol- 
lowing verſes, fer.12.27.& 29 23, It was this 
very medication, that kept Joſeph in a holy fear 
of ſinning acainlt God, Gen.3 9.9. 

Andrhen laſtly, conſider God too as infinite- 
ly ja, and ſingularly careful co puniſh in ; and 
chis may bz a means to begert this holy fear of 
God in your bearts : who would nor fear before 
chis jJaitand impartial God ! See to his purpoſe, 
char ſweet ſong of the trjumphane Saints, Rev. | 
I 5.394. | 

© 6h yer alitcle furcher zif you would have | 
yeur hearts ſeaſoned with the holy fear of God, | 
conſider him as he is preſented to you in his 
works : his hanging the heavy and maſfie body 
of the earch upon nothing: ob 26,7 his ſerring 


bonnd< ro the proud waves of the fea, Hi- | 


therts ſhall you come, and no further. Upon this 
account would the Plaimift have ns to fear God, 
You may rezde ic, Pſal.33.5,6,7,8.9. 

2, Turn your rhenghes upon rhoſe particular 
jud;ements Gnd harh execu:ed vpon orhers for 
cur warning and cancion, Pſal.119.120, faith 
che Prophet there, My fleſh trembleth for fear of 
tleer I am afraid of thy judgements, When one 
childe 18 whipe in a Schoolgthe reſt will tremble, 
Thus ſhonid it be with you, when you ſee others 
puniſhed This 1s the ſecond particular medi- 
rati>n, which may ſerve as a means to bring you 
no this holy fear , which I bave ſo much ſpo- 
ken of, 1 come co the third and lat; ev 
| W1- 


"(Ft 
with this I ſhall conclude this preſent dif. 


. courſe. 


3. All yeu thar are yet void of this holy fear 


.of God, medirate, in the third place , upon the 


genera] judgement , andthe nnconceivable ter- 
rour of char Jaſt and dreadful day, when (as the 
Apolile ſpeaks) the heavens hall paſs away with a 


great noiſe , and the element ſhall melt with fervent 


heat ; the earth alſo, with the works that are there- 
in, ſhall be burnt wp, Knowing the terrour of the 
Lord in that day, I do earneſily perſwade yon 
to fear the Lord in this, Felix (though a Pa» 
oan) trembl:d , when Paul diſcourſed of this 
orcat day, Atts 24.23, nay, the devils them- 
ſelves ſhakeand tremble , when they think of 
it; and won't you? How is it that you can 
thipk of chat day , whereinthe Lord Jelins (hall 
be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 
in flaming fire, raking vengeance on them who 
know not God, and who donor fear before 
bim ? The Preacher upon this very ground, 
pamely , becanſe then God will bring to light the 
hidden things of darkneſs , perſwades us to fear 
God :*18 Eccleſ,12 1314, | 
- And thus have I ſhewed you what means you 
fhonld improve for your obrainment of this holy 
fear. And trnly, if God had revealed unto me 
any more excellent way , then you have already 
heard, I do ſo much deſire your everlaſting g00d, 
as that T ſhould nor conceal ic from you, Lec 
chis therefore ſuffice for the firſt branch of the 
Exhorcation, which hath been direfed rorboſe 
who are yet withont a holy fear of God 1n their 
hearts. I ſhonld proceed _ the ſecond, and 
4 re- 
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refle& then upon you, hol hearts are already 
ſeaſoned with this holy fear ; you I ſhould ex- 


hort ro grow up more and more in this grace; 


and lay 'before you likewiſe (to this end) ſome 
motives, and ſome means, Bur Iſhall put theſe 
things over nnro the next opportunity, 

I proceed n2to the ſecond Dmy ; and har 
ſhall be pre(t: and inculcated upon you whole 


hearts are already ſcaſoned with this holy fear 


'of Zod, And yon 1 doecatnetlly exhort to a- 
beund and ro erowupin this grace more and 
more, It is notenough for you to cer this fear 
planted into you; | bur y you mn(t increaſe therein 
with the increaſe of God: you mult go or, perfett- 
ing holineſs in the fear of God, And here, by way 
of Motive avd Indncement , I ſhall refer four or 
five particulars nnro your molt ſcrious conſidera- 
tion. Pray attend them dilieencly, 

The fir(t ſhall be taken from che nature of this 
holy fear. Thetrne fear of God is of a growivg, 
of an increaſing nature. He that grows nor, and 
g0Cs nor forward in this orace, "had never yer 
this erace in tr1uch Pro.4.18 The path of the juſt 
a the ſhming light that ſhineth more & mcreunto the 
perfett day. A man truly fearipg Ged,ſers forth 
berimes 1n the morning, 2ndtravels to meet the 
day : he proce2ds from verine to vertu- , from 
knowledge ro knowjedge, from grace to grace, 
onil he become a perfect man inChriq Jeſus, Be- 
ing ance poſſett with rhis grace, be Pill waxeth 
hr. ehter and brighter, until at leneth he come'to 
thine as rhe brightneſs of the firmament, and as 
the (tars in heaven for ever andever, It may 
be, a5 the faireſt ſun may ſometimes be overcaſt 


and 
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and darkned with cad the piety and holi- 
peſs of a man truly fearing God, may upon oc- 
calion be over-clouded,throuvgh violence of on: 
ward temptation, and (irength of inward cor 
ruption : bur yet,tbrough mercy, theſe miſts are 
dilpelled, and he ſhines afterward far more 
brighcly, and cuns a more ſwitc and fetled courſe 
in the praRiie of ſanRification, Job 17.9, The 
righteous alſo ſhall hold on his way, and he that hath 
clean hands ſhall be ftronger ani ftronger, The 
words are a circumiocution deſcribing the ſame 
per.on who was before called fearing God, up- 
right, innocent, holy : now ſaith Job, he ſhall 
hold on his way, he continues his courſe, both 
in the holy motions of his Spictt. towards God, 
and in the holy aRings of his life towards man, 
 Andasa man fearing God is ina good eſtate, fo 
; ſhall hego on in a good way, The goodneſs in- 
deed of hypocrites 1s as the morning clend,and 
ooeth away as the early dew, Hoſ.6.4.the wind 
(catrers the morning cloud, and the rifing ſun ex- 
hales the early dew:;thus the 2oodneſsof che hy- 
pocrite is gone : bur the goodaels of the rizhte- 
ous, and of the man truly fearing God, like the 
coodnels of God, of whom it is, endureth in its 
proportion continually: nay,ſuch a man holds on 
not onely in fair way, and good weather; butin 
flermy wear her,ind ragged ways, when his way 
lies among fharp ſtones, & ragged racks, thorow 
briers and thorns ; yea, I may ſay. when his way 
lies among bears and lions, he will on:The righ- 
| tcous ſhall hold on his way : and then it fol- 
| lows, 4nd he thathath clean hands ſhall be ftrong- 
er and ronger. The words are a circumlocutt- 
ON, 


= © 
on, wt prixs* he ſhall, ſaith Job, be fronger and-| - 


fronger : in the Hebrew it 15,he (hall adde ſtrength; 
he ſnall proceed from one degree or ftepnnco 


another, Whar firength ? why ſpiritual firevgrh, | 


an{werable ro that, Pſal. 84.7, They go from 
frrength to ſtrength: or , from company to com- 


pany - i, e. from one good company to another, | 


ftil] gathering goodneſs ; and they go as the beſt 


eo, from Duty to Ducy, from Orginance to Or- | 


dinance , from Praying to Hearing , to cather 
orace and firength : every grace hath ſtrength , 
and the more grace, the more ſtrength : ill we 
comme to that which is more ſftrialy called 
firengrh of grace, Nay, as it was faid of the 1f- 
raclires, that the more the Egyptians afflited 
chem, the more they mnictiplied and grew,Exod, 


4.12, they mulriplied in nnmber, they grew in ' 


ſirengrh and ftacure ; their oppreſſion was their 
addition in temporals: *is even ſo, Beloved, 
with all crne Iſraelites in ſpiritnals, the more 
they are afflied and tronbled, the more they 
increaſe, 

And then as this 1s the natnre and quality of 
men and women truly fearing God, fo *cis the 
nature of rhe rrne fear of God; where ever this 
1s put into the heart, it will grow: and there- 


fore in Scripture you ſhall finde it comparedro | 


things of a growing and 1acreafing nature : as, 
T, to waters iſſning ont fromthe ſ:nAuary,Ezeh, 
47.19243,445. Now this, ſaich Mr, Deodate in 
his Annerarions, repreſents the progreſs and in- 
creaſes of grace and true fear of God in beiie- 
vers of ſmall beginnings, 2. Itis compared to 
2 grain of Maſlard-ſeed , which proves a great 
| rree, 
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| -rrees Mat. I.31,32» They likewi'e reſemble 


ic to the Srone that ſmote the Image, which be- 
came a great mountain, and filled the whole 


earth, Day.2.3443 5. Sothen, this 1s the firſt In- 


centive co the Duty in hand: grow up in this 
oface of the. fear of God, becaule if crue, 'tis 
orowing, By this you may come ro know whe- 
cher you fear God with a true and lively fear : 


\ the true fear of God lives, and therefore it muſt 


needs grow. 
Bur then in the ſecond place, this is that 
which God requires and commands, yea, thar 


| which he expeReth and lookerh for from our 
| hands; namely, that we ſhould grow up more 


and more in this grace, Hicherco I may refer 
all choſe Scriptnres wherein we ate exhorted ro 


| - growingrace in general, Or in any particular or 


individual grace wharſoeverz becau'e, as I have 
ofcen told you in the former part of this Diſ- 
courſe , the fear of God is an extenſive or com- 
prehenfive word, including a1] and every grace. 
For texts referriog to our growth in grace, or in 
the fear of God in general, reade 1 (vr,14.12, 
Even ſo ye, foraſmuch as ye are zealous of ſpiritual 
gifts, ſeek that ye may excel to the edifying of the 
Charch, ive mpixwwnre, fo "tis In the Greek; *Tis a 
meraphor taken from rivers of water , which 
the farther they run, the broader they ace, Seek 
that ye may excel in. ſpiritual gifrs and graces: 
j,c. that ye may abound inthem, So 1602.15, 
58, — Always abounding inthe work of the Lord : 
In the work of the Lord, 5, e, in all a&tons be- 
longivg to your heavenly-yocation, and to the 
true {eryice of God, See how the Apoſtle m__ 

or 
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for the Epheſians, Eph.3. 18,19. that they may be 
able to comprehend with all ſaints, what ts the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height ; and to 
know the love of Chritt which paſſeth knowledge, 
that they might be filled with all the fulneſs of God, 
Many Wits ran riot in Geometrical notions a- 
bout theſe Moral dimenſions : and whereas Na- 
curaliſts give us but three dimenſions of a Body ; 
Longitude,Laticude,and Profundicy;the love and 
wiſdom of God have Alcicnde added, which is 
a fourth, All theſe dimenſions ſerve onely to 
ſhew the immenſity both of the love and wif 
dom of God. Take this onely in paſſage ; and 
{o we might that expreſſion roo, To kzow the love 
of God which paſſeth knowledge : the meaning 1s, 
ro know ſo much of it as 15 knowable : the love 
of God is paſt the knowledge not onely of Na- 
ture, bur of Grace ; becauſe *cis infivite, Bur 
chis 1s not the thing that I urge this text for: the 
paſſage which is to my pnrpoſe, and which I 
would infilt on a little, is that in ver'e 19, the la- 
'rer part of it ; That ye might be filled with the ful- 
eſs of God, Divines diltinguiſh of a wwofold ful- 
neſs, There is (ſay they) an nniverſal fulneſs - 
and there is a modified or qualified fnlneſs. For 
2 creature to be univerſally ſo full as God is, is 
impoſſible: as he is infinite , ſo his fulnels is in- 
finite ; and a finice creature 1s not capable or re- 
ceptive of any ſuch fulneſs, Bur now take this 
in a qualified or modified ſenſe, ſo we may ; and 
'tis ordinary to be filled with the fnlneſs of God; 
;.e. With all fulneſs accompliſhable or attainable 
by. us: thus we ou2hc to be filled with che ful- 
neſs of God. Weare not onely evjoyned to 

oet 
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oet ſome grace, or ſome 74a of God, bur *cis our 
bounden duty to aſpire to, and endeavonr after 
the perfection of it, and after augmentation and 
growth in it, And tothis end roo, is rhar, 
2 Pet. 3.18, Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Savieur Jeſus Chrift, AuGavers, | 


. This (hall ſnffice ro be ipoken of thoſe texts 


which conduce'to the growth in grace, or in the 
fear of Godin genera], I ſhall likewiſe briefly 
rouch ſome texts which require an abounding in 
the ſeveral branches of rhis holy fear : as, 

I. We are commanded to abound in ſaving 
knowledge, in true ſpiricual wiſdom, (#/.1.10. 

2, We ſhould grow in faith : that which is 
lacking to our faith, muſt be ſupplied and made 
up, 1 Theſ,3 10. 2 Theſſ.1.15. We ſhonid 1a- 
bour ro grow both in the affurance of faith, and 
inche exerci'e of ic : in che full aſſurance of ict ; 
uling all diligence that we might ger and keep 
che full aflurance of fairh and hope unto the end ; 
labourivs to be eftabliſhed, rooted, and ſoundly 


grounded in our particular aſſurance of Gods fa- 


yoar in Jeſus Chriſt, and of our own ereroal fal- 
vation: Col. 2.6,7. Heb, 10.%t2, And then for 


the exerciſe | and improvement of faich; we 


ſhould learn every day to live by faith : lec faith 


'beupon the wing in all the occaſions and occur- 


rences of onr life ; holding faſt onr covfidence, 
and ſiriving ro be examples one to another in 
onr faich in God; according to that, 1 Tim. 
I-24 | 

: 3, We mnſt abonnd in love: Ph/l. 1, 10. 
bearing with, and forbearing one another ; ſeek- 
ing te enlarge ovr acquaintance” with ſnch as 
fear God ; and to do them good. 4. We 
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4. We muſt grow _ mercy, and the fruits of 
x.CICy: 2 Cord$.,7. Therefore (as ye abound in eve- 
ry thing, in faith, in utterance, in knowledye, and in 
all diligence, and in your love tous) ſeethat ye as 
bound in this grace alſo: he means, tender hear- 
redneis, or bowels of compaſſion, 

5, We ſhonld grow in patience, meekneſs, 
and lowline(s of minde : Jam. 4. 

I might inſtance contemacion, heavenly 
mindedneſs, contempt of the world, and lever- 
al other parts of this fear of God: bur by theſe 
few links, you may gueſs at the whole chain, or 
ſeries of this erace, So then, the ſtrength of rhis 
ſecond Motive lies thus : God requires and ex- 
peas that we ſhould grow up more avd more tn 
che fear of his Name; be calls for it at out 
hards. 

]n the third place, this is the end of our uni- 
on with , avd implantation into Jens Chriſt, 
namely, that we ſhovld in all things gow up in- 
io him who 1s the head; To which purpoſe, 
reade Eph,4.1 5,16, But ſpeaking the tr#th in lowe, 
may grow up into hin in all things,which # the head, 
even Chriſt : from whom the whole body fitly foyned 
vogether, and compatted by that which every joynt 
fupplieth , according to the effettiual working im the 
meaſure of every part , maketh increaſe of the bad) 
unto the edifying of it ſelf in love. The imporrance 


of which words is this, namely, that we are /joy- | 


ned and vniced unto the Lord Jefus Chriſt, chat 
ſo of his fulneſs we might all receive grace for 
race 2 that look as an infant groweth not in 
one, burin every member ; ſowe ſhould grow 
_ every way, in every member, and in every _ 

cular 
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cular grace appertaiving unto the new creature, 
We mult. not wajk by halfs, or obey God wich 
reſervation ; but erow up unto full holineſs, As 
from the natural head , ſenſe avd motion 
floweth ipto the body; fo there is internal in- 
fluence of grace from Chriſt the Head, intothe 
whole myſtical body: eyery true believer re- 
ceives 2 vital and quickning power or virtue from 
Chriſt ; even as a graff ſer into a ftock, parcakerh 
with it 1n the ſap and life of ir, Unleſs we walk 
in Chriſt, we can never affure our ſelves that we 
have received Chriſt, If we fhall fit down and 
reſt in a mediocrity and ſcanty meaſure of grace, 
and of the fear of God except we are (tillon 
the erowing hand , labouring to arrive to the 
meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, we 
cannor ſay that we are yer pur-into Chriſt, A 


| ſoul (as one notes very well) that hatch urton 


with Chriſt,will nor be like Hezekiabs (np, which 
went backward , or like 7oſh#a's.iup, that food 
Rill: bur like David s fun , that great and glor 
ous gyant of the heayens, that like a bridegroom 
comes our of his chamber, and as a champion 
that rejoyceihrotun a race. If he be zoyned1o 
Chrif, he will zoyp grace to erace, according to 
thar of the Apoſile Peter, 2 Per, 1,5, 6, 7. And 
thus briefly of the third Moriye, 

| In the fourth place, as God bath given ushis 
Son, to the end we ſhonld grow up 1n his fear; 


ſo hath be to theſame end givenas the Spirit of 


his Son : he bath ſent forth his Spirit 1nco on 
hearts, not onely for the conveying of grace tO 
us, bur for the ſtrengthening and increaſing of 
grace inns. Obſerve how the Apolile prays _ 

| the 
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the Epheſianr, Chap. 3.16, That he wonld gran | 
Jou'; atcording to the riches of his glory, to be 
Rrengthned with miohr by hu Sprrit in the inner man, 
This 15 the very cftice of the Spiric ; he is lent 
of God ro'this purpoſe , not onely togiveus a 
being in grace, bur to ſirengrhen ns 1n grace: | 
be dorh nor onely make tis ew men , [bur /:ving 
men in Jeſus Chrit, As the (ſoul is ro the body, 
ſo isthe >piric- roche ſonl:-the Spirit furniſh-. 
eth- and enablerh-every facvlcy.; it eplightens 
the Underſtanding, it reQifies the Will, it ſan- 
Aikerh the : AﬀeRions ; it 'filleth a man with 
joy, fear, love, and all (pirirnal graces, which | 
ove firenerhtothe inner man t--1t enables us ro 
command the winds and ſtorms of 'our'finful 
Juſts , and irregular paſſions, -By the power of 
this Spirit, we may eject and caſt our all Satans 
Ttempratiens , quench all his ' firy darts: In 4 
word, by che mighty energie and efficicie of this 
Spirit, we are enabled to every good word and 
work, And hence 'tis. thar forerimes the Spi- 
:rir of God is catled The power of the moſt High, 
Luk.1.3 5,36. the Spirit of power too, 2 Tin, t. 7, 
' Bur, why the power of the meſt High ? why a ſpirit 
of power ? Becauſe of that effeQtual power which 
:zhe Spirit pursforch intothe hearcs of the ele; 
nor onely for their converſion from fin to grace, - 
bur for their confirmation apd- growth np 1n 
-grace, and jn this fear: of God.' ' Soithat-now | 
:(BelovedY nnleſs'we dogrow up in the fear of 
' God more and more, we do as much as in us 
{ies ro fruſtrate Gods end in ſending to us” bis 
:Spirits nay, we cannot conclude that we have as 
.yet received the Spirit. þÞ, | | 
And 


hath he inſlicnted and ordained the Sacramencs! 
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And then in the fifth laſt place, *ris to this 
end likewiſe, thac God hath given to us, and 
continued to us his holy Ordinances. Look as 
the ſnn and rainare given to make plants to 
row; {o the Ordinances are given to make our 
ouls togrow ingrace, and in this holy fear of 


| God: more particulatly , for this purpoſe it is, 


that God hath r. given ushis Word; and 2, his 
Sacraments. | 

1. His Word is viven us to make us fruitful, 
Iſa. 55.10 11, Hence is it, that the people of 
God are compared to graſs, and render herbs, 
which grow and flouriſh, which are fed and 
bring forth fruit , when watered with the rain 
us Dent.32.2, A godly man, ſaith the Plalmif, 
Is like a tree planted by the rivers of water, Pial.1.3. 
he is planted and placed where Gods Ordi- 
pancesare; and what then? he bringetbforth his 
fruit in his ſeaſon, 1 Per. 2,2, ſaich the Apoſtle 
chere, eAs new-born babes, defire the (incere milk, 
of the Word, that ye may grow thereby. They are 1g- 
noranc of the intent and end of the Word, that 
do nor grow by the Word, The Word 1s ap- 
pointed noc onely to beger us , bur alſo ro make 
the Saiars perfe&, For this, you have an exce]- 
lenc rext, Epb.4.11,12,13. Theend of the Mi- 
niſtery is nor onely to plarr grace. but ro ſtrengthe 
en orace ; and therefore you ſhall finde , char 
when the Apoſtles had eſtabliſhed Churches, 


they returned to confirm the diſciples hearts, 


Alts 4.21,22, 
And then ſecondly, asto this end God hath 
appointed his Word, fo to this end likewiſe 
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the Epheſians, Chap.3.16. That he would grant 
you; according to the riches of hu glory , to be 
firengthned with mioht by hus Sprrit in the inner man, 
This 15 the very cftice of the Spirit ; he 1s lent 
of God ro this purpoſe , not onely to give us a 


beine in erace, bur to firengrhen us in grace: | 


be dorh nor onely make ns yew men , bur /vizp 
men in Jeſus Chrit, As the (oul is ro the body, 
ſo isthe >piric to the ſon]: the Spirit furniſh- 
erh and enablerh-every faculty; it enlightens 
the Underfianding, it reQifies the Will, it ſan- 
Aiferth the AﬀeRions; it filleth a man with 
Joy, fear, love, and all {piricnal graces, which 
olye ſirengthio the inner man 2 It enables us ro 
command the winds and ſtorms of our'finful 
Juſts , and irregular paſſions, By the power of 
this Spirit, we may eject and caft our all Satans 
temptations , quench all his ' firv darts: In a 
word, by the mighty energie and efficacie of this 
Spirit, we are enabled to every good word and 
work, And hence 'tis. thar ſometimes the Spi- 
rit of God is called The power of the moſt High, 
Luk.1.3 5,36. the Spirit of power too, 2 Tin, 1. 7, 
Bur, why the power of the meſt High? why a ſpirit 
of power ? Becauſe of that effe ual power which 
:rhe Spirit pursforch intothe hearts of the ele; 


nor one]y for their converſion from fin to grace, 


-bur for their confirmation and growth up 1n 


orace, and 1n this fear of God. So that-now | 


(Beloved) nnleſs we dogrow up in the fear of 
' God more and more, we do as much as in us 
lies to fruſtrate Gods end in ſending to us' bis 
:Spirit;z nay, we cannor conclude that we have as 
yet received the Spirit. | 
And 
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hath he inſticnted and ordained the Sxcramencs!: 
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And then in the fel - laſt place, *cis to this 
end likewiſe, thac God hath given to us, and 
continued to us his holy Ordinances. Look as 
the ſnn and rainare given to make plants to 
grow ; ſo the Ordinances are given to make our 
ſouls to orow ingrace, and in this holy fear of 
God: more particularly, for this purpole it is, 
that God hath 1, given ushis Word; and 2, his 
Sacraments. | 

1, His Word is civen vs to make us fruicfu], 
Iſa. 55.10 11, Hence is it, that the people of 
God are compared to eraſs, and tender herbs, 
which grow and flouriſh, which are fed and 
bring forth fruit, when watered with the rain; 
"us Dent.32.2, A godly man, ſaith the Pſalmif, 
Is like a tree planted by the rivers of water, Pial 1.3. 
he is planted and placed where Gods Ordi- 
pancesare; and whar then? he bringetbforth his 
fruit in bi ſeaſon, 1 Per. 2,2, ſaith the Apofile 
there, eAs new-born babes, defire the (incere milk, 
of the Word, that ye may grow thereby. They are 1g- 
norant of the intent and end of the Word, that 
do nor grow by the Word, The Word 1s ap- 
pointed nor onely to beger us , bur alſo ro make 
the Saiars perfe&, For this, you have an exce]- 
lenc rexr, Eph.4.11,12,13. Theend of the Mi- 
niſtery is not onely to plart grace. but ro ſfrengrhe 
en grace ; and therefore you (hall finde , char 
when the Apoftles had eſtabliſhed Churches, 
they returned to copfirm the diſciples hearts; 
Alts 4.21,22, 

And then ſecondly, asto this end God hath 

appointed bis Word, fo to this end likewiſe 
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as they ſignifie, ſeal, = ? cibir unto rho that 
are Within the Covenant of grace, the benefits 
of Chriſts mediation, fo do they confirm and 
Rrengcher grace : this doth the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm, andthis doth che Sacrament cf the 
Lords Supper: th1s Is the very uſe andend of 
them, Thoengh indeed the Papiits tie the grace 
of God inſeparably to them , and make the op 
operatum marcrer of ſufficient virtne, and aſcribe 
Divine power to the very cutward figns or ele- 
ments; yet is molt clear ard certain, that Je- 
ſus Chritt ſer them up in his Church, co che end 
that through rhe co-operation of his Spiric, they 
might be effeAual unto our ſpiritual growth, as 
I could ſhew yon at large, were it needful, 

And thus have you heard what Reaſons there 
are, why you whoſe hearts are already ſeaſoned 
wich the holy fear of God, ſhould grow up and 
abound in this grace more and more. 

I come inthe laſt place tothe means where» 
by we may be aftified and enabled co andin the 
performance of this weighty , bur yer incum- 
bent dury, And here I mivhr in che ficft place 
nrge uzon you a carefal , conſcionable , and 
faichful improvement of che foregoing Ordinan- 
ces, the Word and Sacraments; which, as 1 told 
you bur now , were ordained to this very end 
and purpoſe, Did you hur holily employ your 
ſelves in the Word and Sacraments,yon that have 
this holy fear of God alteady pur into your 
hearts, would grow up and abound inthe ſame 
vet dayly more and more. Bnc I ſhall enlar2e 
no furrher upon them, . There 15s ore Ordi- 
nznce of God more, which is very conducible 

unto 


P_ wy £2 wit oo HH AAASSMDTStYN -. = mm. eQ  @A@ &%, ns. I 5 en YA Roened ds” 


Fn 


yY v6. TW 2. —_ WR  Y 


| (83) 
ueto this great: end, A Word or two of that, 
and ſo I ſhall conclude this ſecond Point, 

.Jf you that already fear God, won'd thrive 


and proceed in this grace, why then make a con= 
- ſtant and an afſidnons ule of fairhful ar.d tery2nte 


prayer: delire God, who 1s able ro mike all 


grace to abonnd , who is the firiſh:r, as well as 
'che author of erace, that he would cauſe this 


great and comprehenſice grace to abound in 


you, Jam 1,5. ſaith the Apoſtle there, If any of 


Jon lack wiſdom, let himz a:k it of God, that giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not + and it ſhall 
be given him, This if doth not arcue donbr, bur 
onely inferreth a ſuppeſition, Bur why doth 
the Apolile ſpeak with a ſuppoſition? is there 
apy man that doth notlack wiſdem? I anſwer : 
ſuch expreſſions do more ftronely aver and af- 
firm a thing . fach ſuppoſitions imply a conceflt- 
on ; 2%, 1a1l,1.5, A ſon honoureth hu father, and 
a ſervant his maſter, If I then be a father , where is 
mike honoxr ? and if I be a maſter, where 1s my fear? 


.q.d, yeu will grant T am a father anda maſter, 


$o:here, !f any of you lack wiſdom, let him ask it of 
Ged : you will granc, you all lack wiſdom, The 
Apoſtle, I confeſs, if you look upon the circum- 
ſtances cf the rext, by wiſdom, intendeth wil- 
dom or skill co bear afli&ion: bur yer we may 


alſo take it generally for every grace: 1f any of 


Jou lack wiſdom, i, e, if he come (horr of, or be 


defeRive in any grace, let him ask ir of God : 


. God will have every thing to be fetched our by 


prayer: He is the fountain, yea, an nnexhau- 
Red" fountain of all graces and therefore ſaith 


theſame Apoſtle, inthe ſame Chaprer, verie 17. 
G 2 Every 


| ' (84) | 
| Every good gift , and every perfett gift # from a- 


bove , and cometh down from the Father of leghts; 


with whons is no variableneſs, neither (hadow of 
$rrnings Pray mark, Every good and every perfett 
gift ; all ſpiricnal bleſſings, *Tis erue, all com- 
mon gifts come from divine bonney : bur the 
Apoſtle here intendetrh ipecial bleſſings , as ap- 
pezreth by the attributes of them, in rhat he calls 
chem good and perfett ; as alſo, becauſe rheſe belt 
ſaic with the context : as every good, 15 every 
perfeii gift ; i, e. ſuch 2s do any way condnce to 
our perfeRion z not onely initial and firlt grace, 
buc all rhe- proerefſzs in grace ; not onely the 
beginninos , bur the gradual accefſes of thzm, 
All theſe now are from God, from above, from 
heaven: andif perfeAion and growth 1o every 
race is from above , why then likewiſe ip this 
grace, wherein I am now perſwading of you to 
erow perfe&t. Thu: more generally, 

But more particularly,as to the grace in hand, 
conſidering that ro fear God is a ſupernatural 
gifc ; 20 to Godforit, and pray wuh David, 
Pal. 86. 11, later part of the verſe : nite m) 
heart to fear thy Name: q. d, my hearc of it ſelf is 
. wofully divided and ſcattered up and down up- 
on lyin? vanities z Oh now do thou unpice my 
heart ro fear thy Name. The Septnagine ren- 
d-T jt, 61woy TW wpdiiey wi make my heart ore z 1.6, 
apply it onely and conſtantly to thy fear : ler not 
my heart be divided berween1 thy fear, and 
rhin-s of a lower conſideration . let 1t nor be 
floating between rwo diff-rent ways , as if Thad 
rvohearts, but zzite my heart to fear thy Name: 
lec the fear of rhy 2rear Name, be the one onely 

chivg 


(35 
thing that my heart is carried after, Elphas al- - 
leadgeth the negle& of this duty of prayer, as 
the reaſon why men caſt off this fear of God: 
'tis, ſaith he, becauſe they reſtrain prayer from 
God, Job 15.4, He that throws up the duty of 
prayer, Bay, he that ſhortneth or abareth prayer : 
for the word garang in the Hebrew, ſignifieth not - 
onely to withdraw or keep back, bur ro leflen - 
and diminiſh. Sorthar, 1 ſay, whoſoever boldeth 
prayer from God, or leſſenerh and abareth pray- 
er, mult never expe& ro grow up in this grace. 
Nay , to fear God, and to /eck God, are fre- 
quently in Scripture, efpecially in Pſa/.34. uſed 
for one and the ſame thing ; as yon may obſerve, 
If you will bur compare together verſe 9,and 10. 
of that Pialm : th; being the ready way to that. 
Do bur ſee, inthelaſt place, concerning the be- 
nefits and contents of the new Covenant, Ezek.: 
36.37, one clauſe of which covenant 1s this :: /- 
will give them one heart and one way, that they may- 
fear me for ever: I will put 2) fear into their hearts, 
that they ſhall uot depart from me, Now ſaith the 
Lord, verſe 37. 1 will yet for this be enquired of by 
the houſe of Iſr ae! to do it for them. 

And chus, Beloved, have you heard che means. 
berh how you may cer this holy fear of God 
8s alſo, how you may grow up in this grace more 
and more, Iamloth, by reaſon che time is al» 
moſt ſpenr, ro enter npon a new Point at this 
preſent : and therefore, in the laſt place, I ſhall 
adde ſome few figns of this growth, and fo come 
mend you to God , andto this Word of his 
Lrace, 

Well chen, here the Que'ioa will be ; How 
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2 ſon] may come to know whether or no he do 
thrivein this grace, Andhere in the firſt place, 
I might ron-h ar. that which was ſpoken of, both 
inthe Moves and inthe Means. v7 

1; A” man may know it by his conſcionable 
uſe of the Mz:ans and Ordinances of growing, If 
we :wiil buc mealore unco God in fiacericy, in 
Heating, R:adin2, Praying, and Recewing ; no: 
douhr but (Gad wili mea'nre nniouns, in theplen- 
ty of his-blefling, We need no more doubr 
whether our ſouls. do grow in this grace, if we 
c*n bring conſtant affe&tions co the means ; rheh 
we: need , wicth-r the bodies-of our children 
would-grow, it.rhey bave 200d Nurſes, and do 
ſuck ihe brefts well. To rthis purpoſe tend ;ſuch. 
Scriptrnres as theſe: Iſa, 64 5 Thom meeteſt him 
that rejnyceth and work:th righteouſneſs, thoſe that 
remember thee #n thy ways, Thole that remem-: 
berchee .mnchy. ways ? what 13 that ? 5,e, inchy 
glorious. difp* plations : we may refer it Cither to: 
the:diſperſatians:of the rod, 51.to rhe diſpenſa- 
tions of the Word, -Thoe that rem-mher God 
In<ither of -che/e:ways ; thoſe thar mike a holy. 
ule of either, them will Grd meets; Thou meeteft 
thife that remember thee in thy ways, And what, 
will he ſhake them onely by rae hand? no, he 
wil! (hike. hem tythe heartroo; be will bleſs | 
bis Or1inances co their heaters , ard make them 
profitable. avdof. grear conſe quence to. rheir 
growth ; 4s is yer more fully exprefl-d, Mic 2: 
7: later part of:the verſe : Do'net my words ds 
Z6od to him tht walketh upr ightly? ie My words 
wil do 2004 trottim; ard as other good, ip this 
good; it 'willmke him grow, as yon _ 
df G 1 Pet. 


($ 
x Pet. 2,2, $So then, #44 is the firſt fiz2n of 
orowth, 

. 2, We might diſcern this further, by our dil- 
reliſhing of fin, by our diltatting of the worid, 
According to the meaſures and degrees that the 
{weernels of fin decays and abates in us, doth 
grace grow and thiive in tis. As there 1s 
no vacuums In Natnre, fo neither is there in 
grace, As corruption increaſeth , fo this grace 
of the fear of God increzſerh, - 

3. We may know this likewiſe by onr faich 
and confidence in God : Jer.17.7, $. Bleſſid is 
the man thattra(teth im the Lord, aud whoſe hope the 
Lord us: for he ſhall be 45 4 tree planted by the wa- 
ters, and that ſpreadeth out her roots by the river, 
and ſhall not ſee when hert cometh , but her leafſhall 
be green; and ſhall not be careful in the year of 
drought , nether ſhall ceaſe from yielding fruit : 
q d, he ſhall grow, _ 

4, We miy know it by onr conſtancy and 
frequency in good works, either of piety cr mer- 
Cy 2 for ſaith our Saviour 1n this caſe, Marth, 13, 
12, Whoſoever hath, to him ſhall be given , ad he 
ſhall have abundance 3 but whoſoever hath not, from 
hin ſhall be taken away, even that he hath, 

5, We may know this likewiſe by onr frequency 
in communion with Godby our delight in draw- 
ing neer to him :this 1s the way to grow vp to an 
holy.cemple in rhe Lord: and in the Lords tem- 
ple you may be ſnre all will proiper well, 1 mi-he 
enlarge upon theſe ſeveral iympromes: bur the 
ordinary time is ſpent, and therefore a word or 
two more, and I have done. 


In the fixth place, we may try our growth in 
G 4 this 
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this grace, by our hamilicy : look as we thrive 
1nthe one, fo dowe thrive in the other, God 
bach promiſed nor onely ro give grace, but to 
eive woregrace tothe humble; Jam.4q.6 But he 
giveth more grace; Of, he giveth abundance of 
grace, Humble perſons ſhall not onely have a 
beiny in grace, bur they ſhall receive increaſes 
of grace. 

7, And then laſt of all, we may know likewiſe 
whether we grow 11 this grace, by ovr love and 
affeRion to the godly, This love is the very 
bend of perfett:on, Col.,3 14. 'Tis nor onely a 
means of that true and perfet unjon which 
ought tro be among believers ; but 'cis a means 
of their growth, yea, anda trial of their growth 
£OO, In any other grace, 

And. thus have I finiſhed this Point, as alſo 
the firſt property or periphrahs of thoſe godly 
ones here in my text: they were ſuch as ſeared 
the Lord. 1 ſhonld now proceed unco rhe ſe- 


cond , they were iuch as chought upon his Name. | 


Bur of this :nv>ther time. 
For the openingof which property , I (hall 
conſider, . 
| 1. An ObjeR, 
2, An AR. 
The Ohjea : The Name of God, 
The Ac: Thipking upp. 
A word or two of each, and fo I ſhall come ro 
the Obſeryarion, 
Firlt then, what are we to underfiand by the 
Name of God ? 
Beloved, the Name of God, among other fig- 
nificarions in Sctipture, hach four ſpecial _ 
1.*118 
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1. 'Tis taken for God himſelf : the name of 


-2 thing, is puc for the thing n:med, P[al.44, 


Through thy Name will we tread them down that 
riſe np againſ® 8. Through thy Name, i, e, 
throngh thee: Through thee, and through thy 
Name, are here the very ſame, Through thy 
Nawe, here 11 this verſe, is added meerly exege- 
tically, ro exponnd the meaning of through thee 
in che beginning of the verſe, And ſo again, 
Pſal. 48.10, According to thy Name, ſo u thy 
jr4iſe unto the ends of the earth, The ſenſe of the 
words is this : Thou ar: praiſed like thy ſelf ; as 
thou art in thy elf, ſo chou arc, or ar leaſt 
ouzhteſt to be praiſed by thy people. "Tis fre. 
quent in Scripture to put the Nameforche Per- 
fon: ycu have irclearly, Afts 1.15, Thewun- 


ber of Names together were about an hundred and 


rent): 1, e, the number of perſons : ſo many per- 
ſons, becauſe numbred by their names, 

2. The Name of God is in Scripture often 
pur forthe Attributes of God, and effencial pros 
perties; for the power of God, wiſdom of God, 
mercy of God, juſtice of God, and rhe reſt; as 
we conld eafily ſhew you from Scripture, Bur 
I would haſten co the Points, 

3, The Name of God ſignifies his Ways, Or- 
dinances, or Worſhip: Jer.7.12. But go ye now 
wnto my place which was in Shiloh, where | ſet my 
Name at the firſt, &c, Whar 1s that ?5. e, where 
1 fisſt ſer up my pnblike worſhip,” And che rea- 
ſon why the Name of God is put for his Ordi- 
ances & Worſhip, is,becanſe 88 a manis known 
by his proper name, ſo is God known by his 
proper Worfhip, And hence tis, that ofcen 
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cimes falſe worſhip is cailed the ſetting up of a 
firange god: this is evident, Pſal.81.9, and fo 
clſnhere io many places, And then 
. 4. Andlaſtly, che Name of God fignifies that 
reverence , eſteem and honour which angels 
and mengive unto God, as you know amongt 
ns, the report and reputation that a man hath 2+ 
mong men, 1s a mans name ; What men ſpeak of 
him, char is his names ſu h a one, we ay, hath 
2 good name; ſuch a one hath an 1i| name 4. & 
men ſpeak well or ill of 'uch perſons. Gem 6.4, 
when ſes deſcribes the gyants , he /aiih they 
were men of renown, inthe later part of the vel, 
the Hebrew is, a ſa haſhem, they were men of 
»ame: men of name, by an Hebraiſm, : re men of 
renown, Num, 16 2,— Famoms in the congrega- 
tion, men of rewown: the Hebrew 1s, Theſe are 
9709 of 'name in the cennregation, Becauſe the 
pame of a man, Is the oplnien he hath amoneſt 
men: as a man is eſteemed , ſ{othis name is car- 
ried, and himſelf is acceptedin the world, Thus, 
I ſay, the Name of God 15 that hizh eſteem, thoſe 
honorable apprehenſi>ns which good angels and 
good men haye cf G3d, fuch as the rthongchrs 
and ſpeeches of men are, for the celebration of 
Gods glory and prii'e ; ſuch 1: his' Name inthe 
world. | 
Well then, now the queſtion will be, which 
of all theſe 13 intend-d in the text, when *cis 
ſaid of the'e fearers of God, that they th: ught mp- 
or by Name, Tiuly 1 know not how to exclnde 
arny-of che e fonr : I ſn7poſe all of themare here 
interded: they thonzht npon God, and all 6- 
ther thivgs which-had any print or image of God 
ſtamped 
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famped upon them , his Attribu:es, Ways; 

Ordinances, Worſhip, Honour, all theſe they 

cthonght upon, Then they that: feared the Lord- 
ſpake often one to anther, and the Lord hearkned 

and heard it ; and a book of remembrance was writ- 

ter before him , for them that feared the Lord, and 

that thoug't upon his Name, And thus much of - 
the Ohjets. - 

{ball peak a lircle of rhe AR which was con- 
verſant abour the ObjzR, and chin give you the 
Obſervation. The AR, you ſee, is thinking upon; 
Aud that thought upon his Name, The word in 
the Ociginal is put parcicipially,'cis kohebka ulcko 
ſheba fhemo ; And for then thinking upon his Name, 
Now the root or verb' haſhabh, whence this par- 
ticiple comes, is rendered by Calvin rwo ways: 
1,.'To have 1h eſteem or great price, Theſe 
godly ones here in my text, were ſuch as had an: 
high and hononrable eſteem of the Name of 
God. This I confeſs is well exponnded . and 
the Orivinal is clear enovgh for ic, But yer, in. 
the iecond place, *nis as well, if nor. better ex- 
pounded accordivg to our Tranſlation : They 
excogitated, or, they thought upon his Name, And 
becaule this is fully as clear, if nor clearer, from 
the Orivival rext, as the other; I ſhall not vary 
from nur Engliſh Tranſlation, And this word 
haſhabh doth nar fignifie ſimply or.pakedly to 
think ; bur to ſet:the head and heart on work to 
finde our ſomerhing; and carries the intention 
of che minde with ir , as I could ſhew you, from 
7er.18.18.Ezck,:8.10, and other places, Well 
then in fine, cake the meaning of the Propher co 
be this : That thought upon his Name ; 1,@, that ſe- 
r1- 


. 2 
riouſly meditated, that buſied and bended their 
beſt choughts upon God, and the rhings of God, 
upon God, and upon the things thar were of di- 
vine concernment, Thus ſnccinaly and briefly, 
_ withoutavy fnccher enlargement, So thar now 
bavivg opened this property of theſe holy ones, 
take the Doarire or Obſervation, thus : | 

It ts, and it (howuld be the prattice of all them that 
trutr fear God, to meditate diligently upon God, 
4nd upon tne things of God, All ſuch whoſe 
hearcs are poſſzit with the true fear of God, 
will be excogiiating and chinking upon his 
Name, 

I ſhall clear this from Scripture , and then 
com- to the Grounds and Reaions of ic, Reade 
Prov,11.23. The deſire of the righteous us onely 
good, Taavah Haddikim : The deſire of the righ- 
ge044 : Or, the affettion of the righteous us onely good * 


1,e, ſo faras he is righreous or ſpiricual ; he de- 
lights in the law of God after the inward man: 
the main fream of his deſires, the conrſe and 


current of his heart, runs upon God and godl- 
meſs, Althongh when the fi-h gers the winde 
and hill of the ſpiric, all is nor ſo well carried: 
*is ofcentimes with a Chriſtian, as "tis wich a 
Ferry-man ; he plies the Oar,and eyes the {hore 
homeward, where he would be; yer there 
comes in the inrerim a gale of wind, that carri- 


ech him hack again : So, I ſay, althongh a Chri- . 


ſtian in chjs viarorons condition, is not ſo happy 
as to have his hearr alrogether empty of evil 
thouzhrs and d.fires , yer har 1s the thing he 
ſtrives unto and breathes afrer: ind God looks 


more upon the deſires of his ſervants, then vp- 
on 
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(93 ; 
on theic performances : ns man 1s, in the 
acconnr of God, as good as he defires to be, So 
that in this ſenſe, well might S9lomon ſay, The 
deſire of the righteows is onely good, Soagmn, Pro. 
12,5. The thoughts of the righteows are right. 
Whar is that ? why the meaning is, that he feeds - 
his thonghts upon the beſt obj<&s : and if worſe 
break 10, as ſomerimes they will, he juſtles them 
one again, rids the room of them, and will nor 
ſuffer vain thoughts co rake up their reſidence or 
lodging within him, An inſtance heteof you 
bave in David, Pſal,119,113, David was 2 
man (as you may finde thorowout the Book of 
the Pſalms) whoſe heart was much ſer upon 
God, Pſal.16 8. he was a man very much buſied 
in holy and heavenly medication : the ways, 
and words, and works of God, were the chief 
obje&s of his meditation, as yon may finde al- 
molt every where. Another example of this 
yon have in the Church, 1/a, 26 8, 'Tis faid of 
theſe godly ones in my text, that they feared the 
Lord, and thought upon his Name : and faith the 
Church here, 7 he deſire of our ſoul is to thy Name, 
and to the remembrunce of thee: i. e, ro all the 
fiens, gages and ceſtimonialls which chou haſt g1- 
ven ns of thy grace, by thy words, works, or the 
like , the defire of our foul is ro the remem- 
brance of theſe: or, we defice ro remember 
theſe in our whole ſouls, To the ſame pnrpoſe 
1s that of che Church, Pſal, 44.17, 18, 19, 20. 
So that now from all theſe Scriptnres, and ma- 
ny more, ic appears clearly, that it is , ad ſhonld 
be the praftice of all them that truly fear God, to me- 
dirate diligently upon God , and #u;on the things 4 
; Go . 


(94) 


God, Take one text more , which ſhews thar 


this ſhould be the praRice of all char fear God: | 


As It 1s, ſo-it onehe ro be-their practice, they 
are erjoyned to it by command, as namely, Phil. 
4-8, whence you may perceive what the obzeRs 
of onr cthoughrs ought robe : the things that we 
chink upon, muſt be crve, hone(?, juſt, pure, love- 
ly, and of good report; they mult be heavenly 
ard ſpiritual things, And ſo again, Co/.3.2, Set 
Jour affettions on things above , not on things on the 
earth, The word for ſer your afjeftions, inthe 
Greek, 1s gp02e17e, Ta are cporfire, and we may 
render it,9-i»4e Or think xpon ſupernatural chings, 
upen things that are above, things that are of a 
heavenly and celeſtial concernment. 
And thus you have heard the Point made 
vood from Scripture, I ſhall in the next place 
give youthe grounds and reaſons of ic, and pro- 
ceed therein further , as far as iime will per- 
mir, | 
Well chen, in the firlt place , they that fear 
Ged, will be thinking upon his Name; their 
chovghts will be taken up with , and exerciſed 
abont rhe thines of Ged, becauſe they know 
thar God knows the ſecrers of their hearrs : as 
he that malesa Watch , krows every winding 
and turning in the Wztch ; ſo he char made onr 
 ſpirics, and is the father of onr*ſpirits, knows 
"all the motions and ccntrivances of our ſpiries 
Nay, *cis the ſole priviledge of God, to know, 
che chonghrs : the hearc 1s bis peculiar, which 
- none can-unlock, or look into, but the: moſt 
High: Jer. 17. 10. [the Lord ſearch the heart, [ 
' try the reins, Now what is- the heart that God 
ſearch- 
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| 95 
| ſearcheth , or what doth God ſearch fer in the 
| heart? The heart is nothiog elſe bur the trea- 


ſury of our thonghts, and God ſearcherh for 
notking elſe there, bur our thonghtss either 
ſimple, as they are in onr medications z or com- 
pound , as they are in our affetions, David, 
you ſhall finde, aſcribes this glory ro the Lord, 
Pſal. 139.2. O Lord, thou haſt ſearched me, 
and known me : thou knoweſt my dewn (itting, and 
mine up riſing ; thou nnderſtandeſt my thought a 
far off: 1, e, thou knoweſt a!] my ourward mo- 
cions : but is thar all ? no, ſaith he, chow knoweſt 
my thoughts afar off, Ovr thoughts are evident 
roGod, even before they are. Our thoughts 
are ſaid ro be afar cff , when they are nor 
thoneht: yer then they are as nigh co God, as 
they are to us when we are thinking them, even 
aQually preſent ro him, Nay, our thoughts are 
as audible ro God, as our words are to mem : 
he hears the language of our ſpirics, and what 
our hearts ſay, when our ronenes are filent, One 
man knows not the meaning of another mans 
thoughts while he is ſpeaking , unleſs he ſpeak 
his chongbts, as ſome do not : bur pow ler the 
conones of men be never ſo crols ro their hearts; 
and what they ſpeak, nor a light co diſcover, 
bur a ſhadow to darken their thoughts; yer 
God knoweth them, *'Tis ſaid of Chriſt in che 
Goſpel, Matth.9.4, that he knew ther thoughts ; 
ard this was an nnanſ{werable argument of his 
Divinicy, or thac he was God, Onely God, or 
as Chriſt was God-man, can reach the thoughts 
of man: and he knows as well whar is in them, 
as whar is withour, And this the godly well 
know ; 


96 
know ; and hence 6 j, the ficſt place, thac 
they are ſo thoughrfall of his Name, 

But then ſecondly ( Pſal.44. 17,18,19,26.,) 
the godly will be chinking upon God, our of 
love, and ſirevgth of affeQion ro his Name, *Tis 
the nature and property of love, to let the 
thoughts awork upon the thing or objec be- 
loved;-according to that inthe Proverb, Axr- 
mu Ct ub: amat , non animat:. the minde of a 
man 1s not where it lives , but where it loves, 
Pray obſerve that paſſage, Cayrt. 1, 3. the larer 
parc of the verſe: 7 hy Name is 4s ojntment pows 
red forth, therefore do the virgins love thee, Chriſt 
hath his name, both in Hebrew and Greek, 
from ointments ; and theſe chree words, Meſ- 
fab, (hriſt, and Anointed, are all one ip fignifi- 
cation, Now when the holy Ghoſt, in the 
month and miniltery of his faichful ſervants, 
ſhall rake of Chriſts excellencies, as it is his of- 
fice, you know, to do, 2nd hold themonr to the 
world ; when he ſhall hold up the Tapeſtry, as 
It were, and fhew men the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
With an ecce virum, behold rhe man , that one 
Mediator berwixt God and man, the man Chriſt 

eſns ; when rhey ſhall ſee him in his Narures, 
in his Offices, Work:, and io the bleſſed effeas 
of all: when his Name as oyntment is poured 


forth ; this cannor bor ſtir vp wonderfal love in 


all good fouls : therefore do the virgins love him, 


By virgins, we are to undertiand the fairhful, fo 


called for their ſpiricual chaſtity, They love bim 
for the odonrs of his good oymments ; andon 
of cheir dear love and reſpe& which they bearto 
 himgchey will be continually chinking npon _ : 
they 
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they have taſted and "a now £ood the Lord 
1s : they have heard it nor onely by the hearing” 
of cheear, but their hearts are experimented 
in 1c : God hath ſhed abroad his love, rhar parc 
of h1s Name, tn their hearts, by the holy Ghoſt; 
and therefore they cannoc chuſe bur love him 
back again; and loving him, be much in con- 
templation or meditation abont him, 

3. The Saints are ſet upon cheughrs of Gods 
Name, becanle they arc inlirnfted and enabled 
tbereunto by his holy Spiric, who is their dome- 
flick Monitor, and ſweet inhabicanr, 'Tis trne, 
whar. the Apoflle ſaith, 2 Ccr.3.5. Net that we 
are ſufficient of our ſelves to thiak, any thing, as of 
our ſelves: but our ſufficiency ts of God. The 
meaning of it is, thatall our irengch and help 
lies in him : we daily finde a want 1n our ſelves; 
and God, as it pleaſerh him, lers one from his 


ſufficiency unto us, now a little and then a lic- 


tle: weare ever receiving from him, and en- 
abled by his Grace and Spirit te do what 1s 
done : I ſay, the Spirit diſpo'erh the hearc co 
tkis holy meditation, and that two Ways: 
1, By cnlightoing the heart : 2, By enlarging 
the hearr. Bur the time being paſt, I ſhall ce- 

fer what remains to ſome further opportunity» 
1. I fay,the Spirit enlightens their hearts, The 
firſt and primary work of the Spirir, is to bear 
out, As it were, new windows in the dark ſouls 
of men, and to pnt in a principle of ner light 
thereby ;z giving the ſoul ſome figns of Ged 
ſome ſenſe of his ſweetneſs, ſome glimpſe of 
his elory. And hence 'tis, that the holy Ghoſt 
m Scripture is ſometimes _ a ſpirit of wiſdom 
Fz ank 
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and underſtanding, a ſpirit of counſel and of knows 
leage, Ifa.11T.2. ſcmetimes a Voiris of wiſdem and 
revelation, Eph, 1.17. {cmetimes a ſpi-it of illu» 
mination, Heb.,6.4 New the Spirit 1s lo called, 
from this eff-& which ic hath upen the hearr, 
becauſe the Spicit c:uſerh a ſpirirnal and heavens» 
ly-11:Þhr to ſhine about car mirdes , by which, 


ſpiritvai things 2re made manifeſt ro the eye cf | 


cur ungerfizncdtng ; as by che 11; br of the Sun, 
bedi.y rh1n2s are made manifelt tothe eye of 
our bruay, The Spirin,(taith the Anoſt'e, 1 Cor, 
2.10.) ſearcheth the dcep things of Ged, and re- 
veais themco us, and ſhews us rhe back parts 
of Bod, thonzb ſomewhat eb{curely, as through 
a rate onely ; or darkly, as rhrovgh aglaſs, In 
this :ife we krow but in pare, And then, 

2, The **:it having poſſeſſed the heart, he 
erlarveth or wideneth the heart rowards God, 
and the things of Ged: it enables us to capti- 
vate our thoughts tothe obedience of Chriit, 
to conform them to the ſeveraignty of his orace, 
ro the rules of his Word, and the remembrarce 
&f hys Name, Nay, 

3. The Spirit ſanifierh the hearr, and ſo puts 
1: upon a contirua} freſh ſucceflion of holy 
thoughts, The w=ole ſpirit, fon] avd body of 
a Chiitiian, is ſarfified therowour. God 
wrices his Law in th-ir hearts, ftamps his 1mage 
6pon ine (piric of their mindes, makes them par- 
takers of the divine nature; erecteth a new na- 
ture, a bieflcd frame of grace $ And hence have 
they an ability given themof holy thonchrs and 
medications: for as the man is, ſ@ will his 
thoughts, diſpoliticns, meaitations ard affe&i- 
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ons be, H2nce 1: that of che Propher, /ſa.3 2. 
8, But the liberal deviſeth liberal things, and by 
liberal things ſhall he ſtand.” A manot anoble, 
liberal, and generous 'pirit, will carry his hear 
our after wortky and noble thinzs, Nay, hence 
is chat of our Saviour, Xatth, 12,35, eA god 
w4n ont of. the good treaſure of his heart bringcth 
forth good things, As from the o1d andunrege- 
nerated heart proceed evil thoughts ; fo from 
the new and ſarRified hearr, proceed holy and 
anRifhed thoughts, gracious confid:rations of , 
and holy reverend reſpects to God, and to his 
Name, Thar ts the third Reaſon of the Poinr, 
It is and ſhould be the praftice of all them that 1ruly 
fear God, to meditate diligently upon Gd , and up= 
on the things of God : becanſe the Spiric doth to 
this purpoſe enlighten their underſtandings , 
ard poflefleth and ſanRifierh their hearre, 

4- Bur then laſt of all , ;r 5 and ſhould be the 
pratt ice of all them that truly fear God , ts meditate 
diligent Iy upon God, and the things of God, becan'e 
all thartruly fear God, ſtand in a marvellous 
neer and dear relation unto God, Neer relati- 
ons,you know,will minde one another. God and 
his ſervants are neerly related he is their friend 
and father, their God and enide, their Prince 
and portion, their ſhield , and their exceeding 
creat reward, Nay, Beloved, he is their all in 
all, the ſtay andthe ſtrength of their hearts for 
ever: and therefore ic cannor be , bur rheir 
hearcs muſt rno much upon God, and upav the 
things of his kingdom, Nay, a liccle furcher: 
every faichful ſervant of God , every true belie- 
ver,hath refigned and given up his name t6 _ 
H 2 e 
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he hath devored him'elf ca his fear. Mark what 
holy David faith, Pſal.119,38. Stabliſh thy word 
anto thy ſervant , who us devoted to thy fear, Be- 
lievers haveas ic Were ſworn them(clves tothe 
ſervice of God : / am thy ſervant , 1 am thy ſer- 
vanty ſaith the ſame holy David oftentimes in 
the Pialms: they love che Lord with all their 
foul, with all cheir heart, and with all their 
| Rrepgth: and as for the Name of God, they 
flie unto it tn any difficulty ard ditireſs , as unro 
s Gariſon and ſtrong Fort or Tower,Prov.18.10, 
The righteons know that the Name of God is (o 
deep,that no Pyoper can undetmine nt ; ſo thick, 
thac no Cannon can pierceit; ſohigh, that no 
Ladder can (cale it; and hither they run for re- 
fuge : Nay, they walk in this Name, as in a Gat- 
den or Gallery : Mis,4 5. We will walk in the 
IN :me of the Lord our God for ever and ever : they 
relolve ro walk in the Name, z, e. By the Laws, 
and under the view of the Lord their God, who 
1s God of gods, and Lord of lords: they rejoyce 
and delizht in ic, as in all creaſure, Pſa/. 119. 
14 Now, brethren, ſum up all cogether ina | 
word, and then you ſhall finde the force of this 
Argument, 

Can the fearers of Ged rejoyce in his Namez,run 
2to it upon all occaſions, walk init; and yet 
not minde 1t; and yer not have their hearrs ſet 
npon 1K? This 1s impoſſible, Can they, I ſay, 
vouch him for their God, ſer him np for their 
Soveraign , converſe wirh him as a friend ; and 
yet not think upon his Name? this cannot be 

well conceived, 
And tin; you hear what the gronnds of the 
Point 


(161) 
Point are. Let us now make ſome Uſe of it. 
I ſhall improve ir four Ways: 
1, For In'ormation, 
2, For Increpation, - 
3. For Examination, 
4. For Exhortatioo. 

In which Uſes, 1 ſhall proceed (o far this day 
as time will permir. I begin with the firſt, the 
Uſe of Information. 

I, Is1t ſo, That it i and ſhould be the praftice 
of all them that truly fear God, to meditate diligently 
upon God , and upon the things of God ? Take we 
then hence notice, Thar thoſe who do nor habi- 
rually, daily and diligently think upon God; that 
make” nor his Attributes, Ways, Ordinances, 
Worſhip and Honour, the matter of their medi- 
tation; theſe, I ſay, are excluded ont of the 
number and ſociety of the true fearers of God, 
Yea, the want of this holy and heavenly medi- 
ration, is laid down in holy Wrir, as the Badze, 
Cogn1zance, or Chara&Rer of wicked men, Yon 
may finde ir, Pſal.1 0.4. The wicked through the 
pride of his countenance will not ſeck after God : God 
# not in all hi thoughts: i, e, he doth not regard 
or care for God ; he doth not willingly medi- 
cate of think of God : he maintains no corre(- 


 pondency or communion with him in his inner 


man 2 peradyenture God , like an unbidden or 
unwelcome gueſt, may put himſelf in bis 
chonghs, and moye in his minde ; he may pre- 
ſent to his minde ſome manifeſtations of him» 
ſelf in hisjaltice and holineſs ; yea, of his cruth, 
long ſuffering, and goodneſs: but this proves a 
tronble, and becomes a painunto a wicked mn, 
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Wicked men neither defire or accept acquain- 
cance With him in any of theſe. - Wicked men 
are weary of the preience of God : ſo Job de- 
ſcribes taem, Chap.,21,14, they think ir-beſt for 
them, when God departech. *Tis true indeed, 
Saints know not how to live a comfortable day, 
munch leis ro be happy, withouc him : but row 
wicked men know not how to live a comforta- 
ble hour , much leſs ro be happy, with him. The 
Church indeed faich ro God, Leave ws not, er. 
14.8, avd God faith to her, Wo to you when I de- 
part Hoſ,g, 12, 1, but wicked men ſay to God, 
Depart from ws, trouble us not , when ſhall we 
be cated and disburdened of his preſence? As 
there is nothing ſo joyous to the righteons ,, {o 
there is nothing fo grievons to the wicked, as 
co have God neer them, If they can once ba- 
niſh che thoughts of God, then they think they 
live indeed; and cill then, they reckon their 
lives as a kinde of death, Thus the Apolile de- 
ſcribes the Gentiles before their copverſon ; 
they were inch as were without God in the world, 
Eph.,2.17,12, All. wicked and unregenerate 
men, with theſe Gentiles, live withour God in 
the world, Nay, Beloved, be informed. from 
che Dearine 10 hand, That-to be weary of the 
preſence of God, and to expel God, and the re- | 
membrance of his Name, out of the heart, 1s one 
of ihe firongelt argumencs , andhigheſt demon» 

frs:1ons,.thar a man is wicked, = 
Nnely to love'and pray for che preſerce of 
©0:, 15 the ſnreft fign of a gracious hearc ; bur 
Lo clire 2nd wiſh the abſence and departure of 
C0, 4:15 necds conclude, and ſa 
cne 
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the heart to be mo#t nngracicns, See what Da- 
vid auth, Pſ:1,27.4, Ore thing have 1 difired of 
the Lord, that will I ſcch afier; that 1 mar awel in 
the houſe of the Lord, . lth: days of my life , to be- 
hold the beamty of the Lird , and to erquire in his 
temple, One thing have I defired ot rhe Lord, 
and that will I ſeek after: 5 e, 1 vil earnelily 
purſue, I will indefatiahly and unwesriedly 
proſecute the grant or conceſſion of rhis defire, 
that 1 may dwellin the heuſe of the Lord, &c. In 
thele lacrrd lirains of divinet Rhetorick, wes 
David's iout carried our after God : God and 1s 
Name was the one thing, the onely thing ke 
longed tor: wichour God, all was nothing with 


. him: in him, he hadall: his preſence was e- 


nongh and ſuffi_ient for him s all cempanies, 
multitudes, throngs and crouds of men, yea, of 
Sainrs or good men, wa: but ſolicarineſs and wi- 
dowhood to him, without the preſence of God, 
And this wa: che higheſt aſcent of David's holt- 
neſs: well theo, pray rell me, is it not the lows 
eſt deſcenc of nnholine's, the greateſt brand and 
areument of wickedneſs, to be rrovbled ar che 
preſence of God? Is It not a full and plenary con» 
viaion of a carnal minde, ofa wicked man, to 
think it long gtil God be gone, to deprecare 
h1s preſence, and co urge his d-parcure > Oh, 1 
mult acquaint you, that this fram* of hearc 1s the 
very blackneſs of belliſh darkneſs ; *s the ex- 
preſs image and charaer of the deviis perſon. 


'Thongh peradventure ſuch are not pefl:it wich, 


yer are they under che pofſeſſinn of the evil ſpi- 


ti, Reade that relativo, Marth.8 28,29, It 15 


the devils torment co be nrec Chriſt, or to nave 
| H 4 | any 
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any appearance of God in him; and certainly 
they are neereſt the devil , they live next door 
tohim , to whom the thought of God, and the 
remembrance of his Name, is a torment ; cr 
who, hke thoſe Gaderexes to Chriſt, in verle 34. 
of the fore-named Chapter, come and beſeech 
him that he will deparc our of their coaſts; that 
ſo, if it were poſſible, they might never more ei- 
ther hear orthiok of him. 

But you will reply, Why, do you think thar 
any ate ſo wicked, 2s to thruſt God from them, 
er to baniſh him out of their thoughts ? or if ' 
they would, were it pofiible for them ſo to do ? 

I might. 1 confeis, frame rwo ObjeAions vp- 
on whar hath been ſaid in this U'e: and forthe 
more methodical improvement of the Point, I 
don't care if I do: and to theſe onely I ſhall 
ſpeak at preſent, and ſo conclude. 

Firſt theo, concerning the impoſſibility of 
Gods deparivre from a wicked man ; the Apo- 
ftle ar2ning wich choſe ar Athens, faith, 4s 17, 
27,28, He © not far from any of s, good or 
bad : how then can wicked men put God from 
them ? | 

To this I anſwer : Thengh wicked men can- 
nor put themſelves far from the eye and knew- 
ledge of God , he being Omniſcient and Omni- | 
preſent; yet may they put God far from their 
thoughts : thongh they may ſee God in their 
Conſctences, yet they never found him in their 
AﬀcRtions, As wicked men are far from the 
favour and love of God, (o are they far from love 
and :fefion ro God, God may be and is neer 
item, in regard of his common and general pre- 

ſence z 
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| ſence; but they do not delice the ſpecial preſence 


of God in their heacts; that is a burden to them : 
and hence *ris that chey ſay in their hearts, that 
there is no God, Plal,1 4.71. The fool, i.e. the vile, 
wicked, and worthlels perſon, ſa:th in his hearg 
that there is xo God. A fools bolt, we ſay, is ſoon 
(hor: it may be he doth nor always ſpeak it with 
his month , but his hearc ſpeaks 1r, he chinks 
there is no God : with theſe wicked ones before 
my texty he denies the Attribures, Ways, Or- 
dinances , Providence , and Serviceof God, 
whatſoever is included in the whole Name of 
God : he ſaich, *T7z in vain t: ſervethe Lord, and 
there ts no profit in ſeeking to him. Sorhat, I (ay, 
*1s ciear, that though wicked men cannor' pur 
them'elves our of che intuition and inſpeRion 
of God. yet they may and do put themſelves 
far from che thoughts of God, and from the re- 
memvrance of his Name, | | 

Bur then ſecondly, it will be objeAed, Are 
any 'o wicked , as to forget God? are there any 
ſo vile, as ro pur the Name of God out of their 
thonghrs ? | ; 

Yes, B-loved, thar there are: every wicked 
man doth it more er le's: fo Job ſpeaks in che 
fore-mentioned text, Job 21.14. They ſay unto 
God, Depart from Hl: for we defire not the know- 
ledge of thy ways, He ſpeaks of wicked men 1n- 
definicely+; of all, yea, of every wicked man : 
every wicked man ſaithro God, Depart from me. 
This I could evidenceto you in ſundry paſſiges 
and praRices of wicked men: bur for brevity 
fake,l will exemplifie enely in that one ſet down 
in that text, 7ob 21.12, Wicked men make 1t 


ap» 
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appear thar God is not in all. their choughrs, 
becauſe they defire not the knowledge of his 
ways, As the ways of a wicked man are .a|- 
ways grievous to God; ſoarethe ways of ©od 
always grievous to wicked men; 'therefore they 
defire no acquaintance with , no knowledze of 
chem : cheyare a very loaching to their fonts; 
they are rovgh, ſhatp, i2d, and unſnicable 6 
their ſpirics and genins: Wicked men, as they 
think, are provided of better w:ys,of ways more 
__eafie , ſmooth, plain, pleaſant; ard therefore 
they have no mannerof defireto Gods ways : 
we defire not the knowledge of thy ways, The 
word in the Hevrew ſionifying deſire, is rene 
dred alſo to take pleaſure or delight 1m, becanie 
thoſe things which we delightin, are molt de- 
fired by us : and when they lay, We deſire not the 
knowledge of thy ways, more is intended then the 
bare necative of cheir defire : we may reſolve this 
Negative into an Affirmative, thus : We diſlike, 
yes, we hate the knowledge cf thy ways. But 
what are thoſe ways of God which finde o lictle 
acceptance & <nterrainment with wicked men ? 
In gener2l, by theways of God, he intendeth 
not thoſe ways in which God walketh ; bar 
thoſe whi:h God hath made for man to walk 
inz asnamely, the ways of his providence and 
outward adminiſtrations; the ways of his com- ( 
mandments, or thoſe rnles of life in and by 
which we-ought to walk,and regnlue our whole 
courſe, the ways of his , the ways of his 
Word, the ways of his Worſhip: wicked men 
deſire not the praical or experimental knows 


led2e of theſe, And thus much of the firſt Uſe, 
I come 


(- 
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TI cometo a ſecond Uſe, and that ſhall be a 


Uſe of Increpation, 


'., 2, Is it 10ythat it i 4nd ſhould be the praftice of 


allthem that truly fear God, to meditate diligemtly 
upon Ged, and upon the thengs of God ? This Pomnc 
looks ſadly. and ſowrely npon ſuch as think 
bately, nowortbily, and difſhononrebly-of God: 
upon ſach, who, in ſtead of holy and heavenly, 
entertain atheitiical, blaſphemous, unbelieviog, 
and rebellious thoughts, I ſhall give a ronch 
= each of theſe, avd fo come to a third 
uie. 

| Some have groſs, earthly , and terrene con- 
ceits of God, they become wais in their Ag t= 
»4t1015 abour him, as thoſe ſpoken of by the 
Apoſtle, Row.1.23. Thus ignorant perſons,who 
fancy God ro be ſome old man fitting in heaver, 
With a Crown on his head, and aScepter in his 
hand, admivpifiring his kingdom as an earthly 


Prince. Others, though they conceive God to 


be a ſpiric , and not @ bodily ſubſtance , yet 
they in their thongbcs rob bim of: his effencial 
and inſepartble Attribues, 1. Some deprive 
him of his Omnipreſence, thinking that God 1s 
not preſent in all places ; Dazid could ſay, Pſa!. 
1 39.7,8,9,&c. ,#hither ffall I go from thy ſpirit ? 


or whither ſhall | flee. from thy preſerce ? If 1 aſcend 
| '#p into heaven, than art there : if 1 make my bed 


is hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of 
the morningy and dwell inthe uttermeſt parts of the 
ſea, &c, bur now, wicked men, on the other 
ide, are brought in ſpeakingof God, as if he 
were ſhuc up in heaven, and had rothing co de 


In che world, Job, 22,12,13, 15 not God i% the 
| height 
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berght of heaven? and behold the height of the ftars, 
how high they are. And thou ſayeſt, How doth 
God know? can he julge thorow the dark cloud? So 
acain, Pſal.44 7, Some deny in their hearts 
his Omniſcience, as if God did not know all the 
tranſaRions of men, Pſel.10.11. David ipeak- 
ing of che wicked mans rhonghts, tells, He hath 
faid in his heart, God hath ſandetios 5 he hideth hs 
face, he will never ſee it, So much the Prophet 
[Iſaiah infinuateth, in that wo which he denoun- 
ceth againſt wicked men, /ſa. 29.15, Wo unto 
them that ſeck deep to hide counſel from the Lord, 
and their works are in the dark, and they ſay, Who 
ſeeth u#, and who knoweth w? Some deprive God 
of his juftice , thinkivg char alchough they pro- 
ceed in the praRice and often repetition of (in, 
yet God will not puniſh them according co the 
cominations and threatnings of his Word, If 
you denbr whether or no there be any ſnch ima- 
gination in mans hearc, reade Dexr. 29. 19, 
where Moſes ſaith, And it come to paſs, when he 
heareth the words of this curſe, that he bleſs himſelf 
in his beart, ſaying, 1 (hall have peace, though I walk 
in the imagination of mine heart, to adde drunken- 
 weſs to thirfk, Nay, ſaith David, Plal.1 0.3. The 

wecked boafteth of his hearts deſire, and bleſſeth the 
covetous, whons the Lord abhorreth: or, we may 
reade it, The covetor bleſſeth himſelf : So much is 
implied in chat of the Lord unto the Jews, Jer. 
7,9,10. Hill ye fteal, murther, and commit adul- 
tery , and burn incenſe unto Baal, and walk after 0- 
ther gods, whom ye know not 5 and come and ftand 
before me in this houſe, which ts called by my Name, 
and ſay, We are delfvered to ds all theſe abominati« 
ns? Some 
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Some again think unworthily of God, by de- 
nying bis providence, whereby he ordereth and 
diſpoſerh of all chings in the wyorld; as if God 
regarded not his people; as if he cared nor 
which way things 00, So did theſe wicked ones 


| above my text: ſo did they of whomche Pro- 


phet Zephaniab ſpeaks, Zeph.1.1 2. that ſay in their 
heart, The Lord will not do good, neither will he do 
evil, Others again rob God of his puricy and 
holineſs , they conceive God to be wicked as 
themſelves are, becauſe he keeps ſilence ar cheic 
fins : P/al.50, 21, or elſe becauſe he doth nor 
preſently execute wrath upon fin and finnere, 
Eccleſ. 8.11, Others, and not a few, conceiye 
God co be made up altogether of mercy: rhey 
think he will ſave chem, and not deftroy the 
works of his own hands, thongh they live never 
ſo wickedly. Others deny the truth of Ged, 
ard make him a lyer; as if God wonld not ac- 
compliſh eicher whar he hath promiſed co his 
people, or threatned againft his enemies: ſo 
did thoſe wicked ones of whom the Apoltle Pe- 
ter ſpeaks, 2 Per.3.3,4. Others, in the laſt place, 
do not enely think baſely and unworthily of 
God; bnt chey think choughts againſt him, ſuch 
thouzhts as are dire&ly oppoſite to his Name: 
they take up high and haughty imaginations, 
ſuch as exalr themſelves againſt the knowledge 
of God, and obedience of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 
of which thoughts you reade, 2 Cor. 10.4, 5. 
Nay, they have thoughts of high creaſon, and o- 
pen rebellion againſt heaven; ſaying as Pharaoh 
did, Exod.5.2, Who i the Lord, that Iſhowld 0+ 
bey his voice? otas they, Pſalm 12.4, With owr 

tongue 
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tongue we will prevail; onr lips are our own: who 
i lord over 4? oras they, Jer,q44.15, 16,17, | 
As for the word that thou baſt ſpoken unto #4 in the | 
Name of the Lord, we will not hearken unto thee : 
but we will certainly do whatſoever thing goeth forth 
of our mouth. | 

Thus, Beloved, and many orher ways which 
I mizhc name, do wicked men think diſhononra- 
bly of Ged, Now, as Itold you in the begin- 
ning of this Uſe, the DoQrine which I have in 
hand looks very wiſbly and ſowrely upon all 
theſe. As ir excludes them out of the ſociety 
of the fearers of God, ſo it brivgs them urdec 
heavy wrath, evilr, and puniſhmene, God will 
one day diſcover and lay open before the whole 
world, anzels and men, choſe vile thonghts chat 
wicked men have had of him, and againſt him,in 
their hearrs: he will ſer their iniquities in or- 
der before them, 2nd their ſecret fins in the lighe 
of his conntevance ; as *tis, Pſal.g90.8. hewill 
bring every one of theſe ſecrer thoughts inco 
judgement, Ecc/.1 2.14. And thar none might be 
tonorant of this, he makes proclamation there- 
of, as it were in open Court, by the voyce of his 
holy Prophet, Jer.6. 19. Idefire all thoſe that 
are guilty of ſipfu] chouzhrs againſt God, to ob- 
ſerve this text well, and to lay it home unto and 
upon their hearts this evening: Hear, O earth : 
behold, I will bring evil upon thus people, even the 
fruit of their thoughts, The heavy wrath and yen- 
geance of Almighty God, is both the juſt deſerr, 
and the certain iſſue and event of evil choughts : 
inward diſtempers, and mental abomigarions, 


hall nor go unpupiſhed, 
And 
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And this ſhall ſuffice ro be ſpoken of the ſe 


\ | cond Uſe, the Uſe of Increpatien. I proceed 


coathird , and ſhall make what prog eſs in ir 


| the ordinary time will 2ive me leave; and char 


ſhall be a ſe of Trial and examinatien to every 
one that hears me this evening, | 

3. Is it ſoy that it i5 and onght to bethe praftice 
of all them that truly fear Gea, to meditate diligent» 
ly #pon God, and npon the things of God ? Lex then 
every Man and wcmaen learnhence ro make an 
eltimate of his and her ſficitnal eſtate, by the 
qualiry and diſpclition cf their choughts, For 
tis moſt cerrein, thatas the man 1s, ſuchare 
his thoughts ; and as the thoughts are habitual» 
ly and ordinarily, whether good or evil; fo is 
the man, Thouzhts are called the pefizfiions 
of the heart, J:b 17.11. The thowehts of my 
heart : ln the Origival 'tis , the poſſeſſions of my 
heart, Now they are called p:ſ:ſions of the heart, 
two ways? IT, In a paſſive, and 2, in an aRive 
ſenſe, Pafſively, becauſe thovehts are poſicfied 
by the heatt; the heart dorh incloie and hold 
our thoughts ; whe heart is the proper veſſel and 
receptacle of cheughtrs, the heart naturally 1s 
the ſoil and ſeac of thoughts: there they are 
planted, and there they dwell, Ard then they 
are the pcflcfhions of the heart atively ; for as 
thoughts are poſſeſſed by the beart , ſothoughts 
do pcſſeſs the-hearr, Thoughts are full of acti- 
vity : they trouble, and they cemforr the hearr. 
Look what our thoughts are, ſuch is the eſtate of 
our hearts : if our thoughts be quiier, ovr hearts 
be quiet ;if our thonghrs be urquier, our hearts 


be noquier 3 if our thoughts be joyfu], our hearts 
re- 
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rejoyce;z if onr thonghts be ſad, our hearts are 
ſorrowful, And therefore *is faid in the Gof- 
pel, Luk.24.38. Why are you troubled, and why do 
thoughts ariſe in your hearts? 1.e, Why do trou- 
bleſame , diicoplolate thoughts ariſe in your 
hearts ? *Tis as natural for chovghrs to ariſe 1n 
the heart, as *tis for water to riſe in a ſpring or 
fountain, Chritt did not chide becauie chonghts, 
bur becauſe ſuch thonghts did arile in their 
heares, We cannor hinder our thoughts from 
chinkine, no more then we can hinder the fire 
from burying, cr water from wetting, They are 
the pofleſſions of cur hearts ; and being rhe poſ- 
ſeſſions of ovr hearts, we may eaſily jndge of our 
eſtate and condition by them, Purity in the in- 
ward parts, is the mcſt ſornd, and ivfallible 
evidence of our fezring God, Whatever evil 
Is praiſed or commuted in the life , proceeds 
from the hearc, Mat.15.9, For out of the heart 
proceed evil thoughts, 8c. Soagein on the other 
fide, whatever good is aRtedin the life, pro- 
ceeds from the heart: Ont :f the heart, ſays So- 
lomon, are the iſſues both of life and death. And 
therefore] ſay again,Examine your eftate by your 
hearts, and by your thoughts, which are the pol- 
ſeſſions of your hearts, 

Now there are two ways how a man may try 
his chonghts : 1. By the cauſes of them ; and 
2. By the effets of them: A werdor two of 
each, and ſo I ſhall conclude, 

I, Try your thonghrs by the Canſes of rhem, 

Are they put in by God and his Spirit ? doth 
che Spirit of God raiſe them up in your hearts; 


or elſe are they injeRed and caſt in by the = 
| vil 
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vil? Ando I might enlarge my elf, in ſhewing 


when our thoughts are formed and framed in us 
by the Spirit of God} and when thrnil in by the 


devil : bur that weuld be a field too large for 


me: and cherefore I briefly paſs ir by. 

2, Try your thouzhts by the matter and ſnb- 
ftance of them, Are they holy, heavenly, and 
gracious ? Carnal men are projzAing how to 
ſpend their days and moneths in buying, in ſel- 
ling , and getting eain : thefool in the Goſpel 
is thivkivg of enlarging his barns , of pulling 
down his houſes, and building greater, Luk,12, 
17, 18. this is that which engrofſed all his 
thoughts, One Apofile deſcribes ſuch men thus 2 
Minding earthly things, Ph1l,3.19. anether thus: 
Having an heart exerciſed with covetows prattices, 


2 Pet, 2,14. With covetou prattices, i, e. with ear- , 


neſt contrivances how to promote their gain and 
earthly aims, Bur now men and women fear- 
vg God, they are for gracions projeAs; rhey 
are thioking how they may be more rhankful ; 
ſaying with David, Pſa), 116,12. What ſhall [ 
render nnto the Lord for all his benefits towards 
me? They are thinking how they may be more 
holy and ſpiritna], how they may be more uſe- 


| ful and ſerviceable to God, how they may be 


more fruitful in every good word and work. So 
thar, I ſay, inthe ſecond place; try your thoughts 
by the marter of chem. 

3. Try them from the fortn and faſhion of 
them, Are they notional , floating, and acci- 
dental ; or ate they findions, follicicous, and dis 
ligent thonghrs ? Do you lic, as it were inthe 
door of your hearts, on ſer purpoſe to enter» 
| | I tain 
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tain good thoughts,as Abraham was wont to fit in 
the door of his tenr,to entercainfirangets; or do 
they fall in onely by the by,collarerally, and be- 
ſides the intention ? Theſe holy men in-my text 
did not onely think upon Gods Name caiuz[ly, 
or by chance;but they did ic ſeriouſly and is gocd 
earneſt, and [tayed vp their hearts agaivlt zl! diſe 
Couragements. | 

4, Examine your thoughts by the duration 
and con:inuance of them, Are your good 
chonehts fixed, ſerled, conſtant and permanent ; 
or are they fliccing, fogirive, tranſient, and tem- 
porary onely ; as ſoon gone as come, like a flaſh 
of lighting 1n the air; hike the Rony ground, 
whoſe fruit was no ſooner ripe then rortey ; or 
like the graſs upon the houſe top, which the 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of , which withereth afore ir 
' erowerh up? Andthen laſt of all, 

5. Try your thoughts by the effes which 
they work in you, . Do your thoughts of Gods 
preſence , purity, and holineſs, make you to 
tremble, and. afraid co fin; thoughts of his 
mercy and patience, lead you to repentance; the 
thoughts of his pewer and all-{ufficiency, work 
yon to a Cloſe, even, and uniferm walking with 
God ; che thoughts of heayen,wean you from the 
earch; the thoughts of the vanicy of life, fir you 
for death? Do the thonghes of the inftabilicy 
and uncertainty of temporal things , edze avd 
quicken your deſire after eternal things? Are 
your medications driven to that ifſue which Da- 
vids were, to make you rurn your feet upto 
Gods Teftimonies ; to haye reſpe& ro his Ordi- 
pances, to hi3 Ways and Precepts? Are your 

chonghts 
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thoughts thus improved? are your thoughts ittt- 
proved co fuch holy ends & purpoſes as theſe are? 
I beleech you, when yon come home, to com- 
muane with your own hearcs,8 endeavor £O con» 
clude lomewhat of your cſtare and condition by 
your thoughts, And ſo much of this Uſe, and for 


this rime,I proceed umo the fourth & la(t Uſe of 


this Polpt, and that ſhall be for Exhortatiov, 

4. -1s it fo, thar ir zs and ſhowld be the prattice of 
all thera that truly fear God , to meditate diligently 
#pon God, and the things of Ged ? This Doarine 
then calls npon all the trye fearers of God, to be 
much 1n meditating and thinking upen his 
Name. And here, for the petformance and ber= 
ter performance of this great and neceſſary du- 
ty, I ſhall lay down before you in the firſt place 
ſome Motives ; Secondly , tome Means ; and 
thirdly, ſome Rules or Dire&ions, 

I begin wich the Morives ; and the firſt ſhall 
be raken from the neceſſity of the duty. 'Tis ne- 


. ceffary 1n a donble conſideration: 1, in regard 


of God: 2, in recard of our felves. 

I. In regard of God : he requires and com- 
mands the dity, See what Ged faith 10 Joſhxa, 
Joſh.1.8, This book of the Lawſhall not depart out 
of thy month , but thox ſhalt meditate therein day 
and night, that thon mayef obſerve to do according. 
to all that ts written therein, One would think 
it ſhould rarher have heen ſaid, This b:0k of the 
Law ſhall not depart out of thy heart , but thon (halt, 
&c, of if notſo, then thus + This book of the Law 
ſhall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou halt ſpeak. 
of it day and night. Mediration is roo high a Muſe 
for the month, But, Beloved , becauſe there 

14 onghic 
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euzhr to be much mediation about the Law of 
God, before a word of ic comes our of the 


mouth ; therefore rhe Lord ſaith, T hz: book of 


the Law ſhall not depart ont of thy month , bat theu 
fhalt meattate thercin day and night, The mean- 
ing of it 1s this: As often as thou ſhalt ſpeak, 


thou ſhalc meditate ; thou ſhalt nor ipeak raſh- 


ly : it ſhall not be the work of thy tongue alone, 
| burof thy minde andionene rogether, Now as 
Inthistexc, the Lord requires holy conference, 
of which I ſhall ſpeak (God willing) in the nexr 
Point 2 fo doth he likewiſe require holy medira- 
tion ; Thor ſhalt medifate therein: This carries 
with ic rhe full force of a command, So again, 
Prov, 6,20, 21, My ſon, keep thy fathers com- 


»2anament and forſake not the law of thy mother : 


binde them continually upon thize heart, and tie them 
about thy neck, The phraſe of ſpeech is borrow- 
ed from Garments er Jewels, The meaning of 
ic is: Lay chemup as ſafe in your cthonghts, [tic 
them as fa(t to your hearts, by holy meditation, 
as men dorheir clothes; nay, as they do their 
chains andjewels, to their bodies : or elſe deal 
with them, by frequent mediating upon them, 
as men do by thoſe things which they ſer down 
1n their book or table, that ſo they may keep a 
preciſe memorandum of them. The like injun- 


&ion you finde given, Phi! 4.8. the text which I © |, 


alledgedinthe confirmation of this Poinr, So 
acain, I 754,4,15, faith Pax! there to Timothy, 
Meditate upon theſe things , give thy ſelf wholly r2 
them, that thy profiting may avpear to all : What 
things 2 why, the things of God and bis Goſpel. 
So then, this duty is neceſſary inreſpeR of Gods 


- 
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polite and perrmprory command, 
Secondly, thi; duty is neceſſary in reſpeR of 
God, becaute %is he that indu:d us with rea- 
ſonable ſouls, with thinking faculties : 'tls 2C 
that hath given us an abili.y t6j3 way ; 1 m2an, 
an ability or facu'ry ro think or meditate, The 
Apoſtleteils us, A; 1 7.28, In him we live, ard 
move, and have our being, *Tis in God that WE 
move; I, and that with the mntions of our 
mindes, no leſs then with th: motions of our 
bodies : # him; 1, e, by and through bim, 
chrongh his power and goodneſs, that we are 
ated and moved in our minds; 2 Cor. 3.5. Not 
that we are ſufſ:cient of on ſelves to think any thingy 
4s of our ſelves: but onr ſuÞ:: tency is of God, The 
Apoſtle, you ſce, inſtanceth in this yery duty of 
thinking, and of holy medication. *Tis not in 
our OWn power to think, muci leſs to thith a 
good thoughr : all our fafficiency this way 1s 
fromGod, Now then, if ir be God, as you 
hear, that hath par_inco us thinking faculties ; 
'tis needful rhen rhar we ſhonld rerurs them 
backupon him again, by thinking ferionſly and 
indnſriouſly npon his Nzme, Nay, you ſhe] 
finde, that upon this very ground, becauſe God 
hath given us onr ſpirits, our ſouls, and rhe leve- 
ral faculties of them, tchexefore we are to glo- 
rifie him with them, This is evident, 2 Cor,6, 
20, the later part of the verſe: Therefore glorefie 
God in your body , and in your ſpirits, which are 
Gods: q. d. your ſpitirs as well as your bodies 
are Gods, therefore olorifie him in your ſpirits, 
Andcan we better glorifie God 1n and with our 
ſpirirs,chen by frequent thinking upon his Name ? 
Nay, E:3 ThicCly, 


[18 

Thirdly, copfider Lo God will account with 
ns for our choughts : we mult one day be as re- 
ſponſible or an{werabl2 ro God for our thoughts 
and meditations , as for any other things or ra- 
lens whatſoever : Eccleſ,12.14. At that day of 
revelation (for ſo the day of account 1s ſome- 
times called in Scripture) we ſhall be made like 
2 tran{parent , peilucid; and diaphanons body ; 
and all ſhall be laid naked avd open : che books 
of Gods Omnilcience and mans Conſcience ſhall 
be opened: thy ſecrete crhoughts, thy moſt re- 
ſeryed, retired, and ſequeſtred medications, ſhall 
be as legible 1n thy forehead, as if they were 
written with the moſt glittering ſnn-beams vp- 
' ©na wall of Chryſial, Nor only mens words 
and actions, but their thoughts, are a]l in priot 
in Heaver, and God will in thar day read chem 
aloud in the ears of all the World ; al:hough no 
heart in the earch be privy co them but their 
own. That is worth your diligent oblervation 
to this purpoſe, waich you finde, 1 Cor, 4. 5. 
Therefore judge nothing before the time, until 
the Lord come, who both will bring to light the 
hidden things of darkneſs, and will manifeſt the 
counſels of the hearts, What are more dark 
or hidden then mens inward thonghrs ? we 
may call chem h:dden things of darkyeſs - yet even 
theſe, wil! G2d bring co light, theſe will he 
make manifeft at char day, The Apcſile, as 1 
conceive , ſpeaks this for the encouragement of 
the Saints ; he encouracerh them to the very 
duty I am now upon : though they have been 
cailed hypocrites , anddiſeraced ; thongh they 
have had the dirt of a thouſand ſcandals yo in 
nclr 
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thei faces, yet there is a day coming, when-God 
will take an account of your thoun:hts ; your 
reproaches ſhall be wiped away, and your ihirk- 
1n2 upon Tie Name of God hall be brou>ut in 


open view. 


And chen fourchly , as God will injuſtice re- 
compenſe wicked men, for the evil and ficful 
managing ; ſo he will in mercy reward the 


' fearers of his Name, for the right and holy 


management of their chonzhts, When David 
enterrained bur a chouzht or purpoſe of building 
an houſe for God, althonzh God forbade him 
ro doit ; yer be rewatded chac thonght and de- 
rermination of David, in his ſeed, 2 Sam. 7.16. 
So when the Prodigal purpotſed with him(e!f to 
retory home to his Father, you may ſe: how it 
was rewarded,Lyu.195,18,19,:, and therefore 
ſaickh che Apoſtle, in thetext before alledoed, 
I (or.4.5-later part of the verſe, Thenſhallevery 
man have praiſe of God, What, every man ? Will 
God praile thoſe who are praiſeleſs? will he 
praiſe che prond and coverous, the drunkards 
and unclean? will he flarter men in their lin, 
and fow plows of commendation under their 
elbows? No: che Apoltles meaning is, every 
man thar is praiſe worthy, every good and faith- 
fal man ; every true believer, all ſincere and 
honeſt hearts, whoſe chonghts, counſels, and 
medications, have been arizhr ; every ſuch a man 
ſhall have praiſe of Sod. 

And thus you ſee that rhis duty is neceſſary , 


as alſo, how many ways 'tis neceffary in reſpeX 


of God, This 1s evident likewiſe 12 the rexc 


that I am now upon. 
I 4 Bue 
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But then in the ſecond place, this thoughtful- 
neſs upon the Name of God 1s needful in re- 
eard of our ſelves, Hereby, in the firſt place, 
we ſhall evidence. unto our own ſouls and con- 
ſciences, that we are men and women truly 
fearing God: This 1s in my text {er down as the 
property or diſtinguiſhing charaQer of holy and 
godly men, that they thought upon his Name : 
Nay, they are conjoyned infeparably ; rhey were 
ſuch as feared God, and thought wpon his Name. 
Thoſe beaſts under the Law which chewed nor 
thecud, and divided rot the hoof , were not 
to be eaten of; they were unclean, I could 
give you divers {ignitications and applications of 
dividing the hoof, and chewing of the cud: 
Willet tn his eleventh Queſtion ypon this Chap- 
ter, alledzing many : I ſhall at preſent ſpeak one- 
ly of that which condnceth to my purpoſe, .The 
parting the hoof in twain, fignifizth the right 
diſcerning of the Word ang Will of God, when 
we are able rojudge of it, not carnally , but ſpi- 
rirvally: 2, Chewing of-rhe cud ſignified the 
ſerious mediration of the Name and Law of 
God day and nicht , which: is the food of our 
ſouls, Well chey, as thoſe beaſts were- unclean 
which divided not the hoof and chewed the 
cud ; fo thoſe men and. women are ſpiritually 
_ unclean, nnholy, and unſanRified , who do not 
diſcern ſpiritual things, and often recal them to 
their mindes , to meditate or to ruminate upon 
them, 

2, This dury Is needful in reſpe& of our 
ſelves, becanſe thoughts are the original and 
principles of aRion ; medication is the _ and 

oun- 
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| fountain both of communication and converſa- 


tion ; of words and of praQices : it caueth che 


| ſtream or current of both theſe to ran eicher 
_ Clearor muddy, The progreſs or mechod to 


action 15, yon mult know, in this manner, 

I, The Thoughts do excite and fir up the 
AﬀeCions; AﬀeRtions do kindle upon 
Thoughrs , as Tinder doth upon the (triking of 


a ſpark of fire, 


2, The AﬀeRions they carry and command 
the Will, evenas windes do the ſhip, _. 
3. The Will commands all the inferior pow- 
Ers tO execute Or tO put 1n a that wiich rhe 

Thongbts have. ivgzeſted , the Aﬀections: ſe- 
conded, and it ſelf accepted. TIN 
: Now then, foraſmuch as chonghts carry ſuch 


a0 influence and tendencie unto aQion , good 
Reaſon why. we. ſhould holily apd reliciouſly 


employ them, : 
Thns far of the ſecond Morive to the du- 
ry. I (hall run over the reſt wich more 
brevity , and proceed as far in them as 

the remaining time will give me leave, 
Well then, in the ſecond place, ſerions and 
diligent meditation upon the Name of God, 


| .as *tis a needful, ſo 'tis an excellent duty , 


ſuch a duty as will transform us into the image 


of God, fromelary to glory, 2 Cor.3.18. /aich 


the Apolile there, But we all, with opex face be- 


bolding as ina glaſs the glary of the Lord,are chang- 


ed into the ſame image from glory to glory , even as 
by the Spirit of the Lord, As we by looking up- 
en the olory, holineſs, and excellencie of God; 
ſo likewiſe by meditating upon the glory , 4 
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lineſs, and excellencic of God, are changed into - 


the lame image: z. e, we are made conformable 
umo him , we receive 2s it were the engravings 
ef holineſs npon our ſouls, by meditating upon 
the holy One. As by a good conceRion and 
direftion, our meat is incorporated into, and 
aſlimilated uncons ; ſo, by meditation, which 
is ſpiritval conco&ion, we are affimilated and 
made like nnto thac Name upon which we me- 
dirate, We read, Ex04.34.29. that when CMo- 
ſes had been with the Lord npon the mount, 
hits face did ſo ſhine, that eAaroy and the chil- 
dren of Iſrae] were afraid to come nigh him, 
Beloved , as long asa manis in the dnty of ho- 
ly meditation, as long as he is thinking upon 
the Name of God, he is with God, he is in 
communion and fe]lwoſhip with him : and Oh, 
this will ſer a eliftering Inſtre and brightneſs up- 
on his heart ; it will canſe the face of his hearc 
to ſhine, Let me tell yon, for your encon- 
ravement , that the way to be an excellent 
Chriftian, is to be a holily contemplative 
Chriſtian, Holy medication will render you, 
wich the Kings daughter , all glorious within. 1 
hall enlarge no more upon this. 

In the third place (and ſo ſhall conclude for 
the preſent) Holy me:diratian is a ſweet and 
comfortable exerciſe, David met with mar- 
row and farneſs, honey and honey-comb, yea, 
with ſarpaſſing delight and pleaſure in this duty : 
and therefore ſaich he, ( Pſalm 139.17.) How 
precious are thy thanghts unto me, O God! how 
great i the ſum of they ! We may take the words 


WO Ways: 1, How preciors are thy thoughts ! 1.6, 
| how 
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how {\weer and, precions are theſe choughrs of 
mercy which flow trom thy hear come , which 
paſs from thy ſoul co mine? Bur this acceptation 
of the words 15 not for my preſent turn ; and 
therefore in the ſecond place, you may rake 


| them chus , with Mr, eAiyſworth, in his Anno- 


tacions upon the place : How precioms are thy 
thoughts ! 1. e, The thoughts that I have of thee, 
che chonghts that are raiſed our of my heart np 


'to thee; On how precious are they ! Divine 


meditation ( Beloved) is a very heaven npon 
earch ; *tis an having of one foot already (if I 
may ſo ſpeak) In the porch of heaven; *tis a 
fore-raſte of ecernal life: *ris to the Saints, #s$ 
the fiery charter was to Eljquh; by it they are 
tranſported from earth to heaven in their ſpirits; 


nay, (ofar raviſhed in their thinking upon Gods 


Name, as that ſometimes they know nor thoſe 


| things that are before them, they minde nor 


thoſe perſons that are about rhem z bur being in 
the body , they are as it werecarried ouc of the 
body, With fpiritual raviſhment ; they rate 
ſnch incomparable ſweertnefſes in the good 
Name of God , ' as thar they are not able to ex- 
preſs them : even as the chewing of our mear 
makes us to taſte much more ſweetneſs in it; fo 
this heavenly praiſe of medication canſerh us 
to feel much more ſwr-etneſs in the Name of 
God. Medication ever brings with it deiight 2 
therefore ſee how David doth knit them coge- 


ther, Pſalm 119.15,16, I will meditate in thy 


precepts y and will have reſpett unto thy ways, [ 
wil delight my ſelf in thy ſtatutes ; I willnot forget 
thy Ward, Thatholy obje& about which a mans 

thouzirs 


RP _ 
thoushrs are much converſant , he cannor but 
- take much delichr and complacencie iv. As ir | 
argues love to the objeR,Pſalm 119.97.0,1 ſay, 
it argues delight in the objeA, - 

- Andthen, inthe lait place , to conclude the 
Mortives ; this is an exceeding proficable and ad. 
vantageous duty ; and that divers wayes : 1will 
name onely two or three of them, 
\ 1. Meditation turns the promiſes 1ato mar- 
row : It not onely tafteth, bur chewerh rne pro- 
miſes and manifeltations of God unto his peo- 
ple : and therefore 'tis not onely ſweet and 
comfortable , as I told yon before; bur iris 
profitable too, Read Pſalm63. 5,6. My ſoul 
ſhall be ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs , and my 
mouth ſhall praiſe thee with joyful lips : when I re- 
member thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in 
the night-watches. As there is all manner of 
leaſure, ſois there all manner of profit in the 
elieving medications of God; they make the 
promiſes as a Royal feaſt ro fairh, Meditation is 
nor onely an eſfe& of faith, bur *ris an excellent 
means to ſtrengthen faith, 
_ . 2, *Tis proficable for the avoiding of evil: 
Meditation prevents the intruſion of vain and 
ſinfo! chonghes, of foul and fleſhly luſts ; which o- 
therwiſe would ſwarm in tbe ſoul : it leaves the 
devil no room for his black and helliſh ſag2geſti- | 
ons, for his blaſphemons injections. Ir defeats 
the world , which otherwiſe would be ready to 
Catch us, ro get into defile our hearts, | 
Nay, 3. It promotes our ſpiricual good : 
hereby we get into acquaintance with God, the 


fountain of all goodneſs: hereby we atcain unto 
| « 
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a greater meaſure of ſpiritual wiſdom, erace,holi- 


neſs, we prove tall and experienced Chriſtians, 
filled with all knowledee. 

Nay, this holy meditation, in'a word,is profi- 
rable ro others; for why? it firs ns for holy and 
Chritiian conference, | 

Thus, 'and many other ways, is this Exerciſe 
profirable. Well then, you have heard what an 
encouragement there is to the praGiiſe of this du- 
dy, I come inthe next place, ro ſhei you the 
means whereby you may be enabled tothe per- 
formance of it, 

The Means ſhall be of two ſorts, 
I, Negative. 
2, Poſitive. 

By Negative, 1 intend thoſe fins or impedi- 

ments which we mult [abor againſt, if we will 


fruicfully chink upon the Name of God, 


In the firſt place, avoid Pride, and a con- 
ceiredneſs of a ſufficiencie in your ſelves ro con- 
ceive of God, or to thivk of any thing elſe thar 
is 000d, You have heard before,whar the Apo- 
file ſpeaks, 2 Cor.3,5. Pride hinders the righec 
improvement of every holy duty, and commu- 


nion with God in every holy dnty. God in- 


deedhath promiſed to impart hhinſelf and his ſe- 
crets cothe humble, Pſalm 25.9, bur God will 
have no acquainrance With prond perſons, he 
looks upon thens afar off, as the Plalmilt ſpeaks. 
This cauſerh a mans going ont from God indeed, 
bur it hinders his drawing nigh to Ged, as 1n 
other exerciſes , ſo in this of holy concemplari- 
on, *God commonly leaves ſuch ro doat and 
buſic their brains abont Queſtions and yain Dit- 
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patations , which tend ro nothing bnr ſtrife and 
oltentation, Sec whar the Apoſlile ſpeaks of a 
proud and ſelf-conceited man, 1 7:m,6.4,5. He 
5 proud : what follows ? knowing nothing , but 
doating about queſtions, and ſtrifes of words,where- 
of cometh envie, ſtrife, railings, evil furmiſings ; 
perverſe diſpntings of men of corrupt mindes, And 
deſtirnte of the Truth , ſuppoſing that gaine in god- 
linefs. From ſuch withdraw thy ſelf, It is jalt with 
God, to leave prond hearts to unprofitable ty- 
dies, 

2, If you will religiouſly meditate upon the 
NamevufGod , take heed, as of Pride, foof 
Paſſion : Paſſion carries us out of our ſelyes, 
and carries us roo from the buſineſs and duty be- 
fore us. As an avery mans diſcourſe runs wilde, 
ſo his thoughts and cogitations run wilde alto, 
As the paſſhons of the Concupiſcible appetite, 
and intemperancies of youth, carry a man be- 
yond his bounds; and therefore rhe Prodigal 
repenting, is ſaid to come to himſelf, Luk.15.17, 
ſo likewiſe do the paſſions of the Irafcible appe- 
tice, Anoer diſorders and diſcompolſerh che 
ſpirit, Paffions in the minde, are like a tempeſt 
in the air, which do exceedingly diftorb che 
minde, Many a manylike a ſhip at ſea,harh been 
over-fet and ſunk with the violent guſts and 
whirlwindes of his own ſpirit. As atnrbulentc 
heare can neither hear nor pray as it onghe ; ſo 
ſo neicher can ic think or medicate as it oughe, 
Paſſion unfits the heart ro and for-avy religions 
dnty. - 

Well may ſuch a one exaft folly, as Solomon 
ſpeaks; bur I warrant you, while heis me 

ne 
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| ditempered, he wo'n'c life up many holy 


thoughts; theſe do require a {edate and quier 


ſpirit, free from the confuſed hurrie of trouble- 


ſome paſlions, And therefore, in the ſe- 
cond place , ſce that you eſchew paſſion, And 
then 

3, If you wonld conſcionably perform this 
dury, beware of ecarthly-mindedneſs, World- 
lineſs or earthly - mindedneſs divides and di- 
ſtcaQs che heart, fills ic with noyſome laſts ; bur 
indiſpoſerh ic to the thinking of God , or upon 
the things of God. This corruxtion, if nouriſh- 
ed, will eat all manner of goodneſs ont of the 
heart, The Apoſtle tells us,1 Cor.7.32,33. But 
[ would bave you without carefulneſs, He that « 
unmarried , careth for the things that belong to the 
Lord, how he may pleaſe the Lord : bat hethat is 
married , careth for the things that are of the world, 
kow he may pleaſe hi wife, Implying, that an ex- 
ceſfive and an immoderate engaging of che heare 


inthe world , is one main cauſe why a man can- 


not take care for the things of the Lord as he 
onghtto do: ſuch a man, ſuch a woman,cannec 
atrend upon the Lordin any duty , without di- 
traction, Aar.6,24. ſaith. our Savionr there, 


| No man can ſerve two maſters : 1, &, cwo maſters 


of contrary intereſts , and who iſſue forth con- 
trary commands. Every wicked man ſerves more 
maſters then two : he is a ſervant toluſt, yea, 
he ſerves divers luſts and pleaſures, T1.3.3. but 
yer he ſerves not that One, who 1s infinitely 
better , and more deſerving our ſervice then all 2 
and ſerving Mammon, he cannot ſerve God as 
be ovghr, in any ſervice; and therefore __ in 

nat 
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chat which T1 am now peaking of Col.3.2, Ser 
your affeions on things above, not on things 
op the earth: 9,4, If your thoughts run opon the 
things of the earth, they wo*n't carry you out af- 
terthings aboye, 

And thus much of the Negative means, or ra- 
ther . the hinderances of this holy medication, 
I come , inthe next place, toſpeak of the Pofi- 
tive helps: and with chem I ſha]l conclude this 
days pnblick Exerciſe, | 

I, If yon dcfire to think upon the Name of 
God, then begin the day with the thoughts of 
him, and of his mercies renewed upon you, not 
onely every morning , bur every moment. This 
ſeems to be David 5 confiant conrie, from {nch 
textsas theſe are, Pſal.5.3,Pſal. 59.16. Pſ[al.88. 
13. ard the like you may finde in many other 
places, thar to beein with the thoughts of God 
In the morningyis the way co put the ſon] into an 
heavenly frame and temper the whole day fol- 
lowing, We have a jayivg amovgſt us, that 
the morning is a friend to the Muſes : Aurora Mulis 
amica, #. 6, the morning is a good ftudying rime, 
Tam ſure , the morning is a great friend to the 
Graces, *ti5 the beſt time ro begin our thoughts 
and medications, it will diſpoſe the heart ro 
and for commnnion with God all the day after. 
And withal, remember to cloſe up the heart with 
God, whenyongotrobedatni:ht; and , if 
poſſibly yon can, fall aſleepont of ſome heaven- 
ly meditation, So will your heart be in a betcer 
plight when you awake, He that thus raketh 
up fire over-pighr, (as one ſairb) ſhall finde fire 
again inthe morning, Thar is the firſt Means co 
che Duty in hand, 2, Guard 
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2, Guardand w:tch over your heatrs all the 
day long, that chey be nor drawn from God,cr 
from che thoughts of him, either by apy corsy 
ruption from within , or tempcation from with- 
cut, Prov 4.23. Keep thy beart with all diligence : 
defcnd. it from all inroads and incurfions from 
the fleſh, world and devil. Keep burthe hearr 


well in tune, and then ir will not ſo eafily go. 


our from God, Beloved, if you ſuffer your hearts 


' to be ſcartered up and down, npon earthly vani- 


ties, it will be far co ſeek when you (honld 
wair npon Ged, either in Prayer or Meditation ; 
as 4 wilde horſe curn'd to range op snd down 
into's mide Common , that can bardly be ta> 
ken when he (honld be ſadled. As you ſhodid 
be in the fear of che Lord all the day long ; fo 
ſhoald you be raiſing , elevaring, and winding 
ap your hearts ro God all che day long, You 
ſheuld hold communion wich God, event inthe 
daciexof your particular callivge , avd civil efit- 
ploymenes, Phil.3,20, ſab rhe Apoflle chere, 
Onr converſation is m heaven, The word 3 
mnalnuwe, corver[ation, in the Greek, ispro- 


 -patly rendred cthas: Orr civil life, or our civil 


conderſetion is in heaven: qd, weeretcile our 
Leneral callings in our particular 5 we go about 
catthly bufweſes with hezrenly mjndes ; ex- 
arting , by a Diviae Alchymie , heavenly me- 
\Gieatdone our of earchly objefts and occalions; 
 Anet }concrive there is formechivg co this pur- 
Fom_m_ efche Apoltie, » (x.9.39, where 
he faich, Brerfron'y let every man wherein he 5: 


ead. abidt ith Gol, How dorh's man abide, 


- 
hn 
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by keeping within the 4M and limits of thag F 
calling wherein God hath placed him z but alſo 
executing the ducies of it as in the.fight-of God, 
by minding God in the ſeveral paſſages and oce 
currences of it, . This alſo is to abide with God 
in our cal:iing : and this we mnſt do, If we 
will be conſcionable to the duty enjoyned. - 
- -3.. Wenld you baye your thoughts to be ſer 
upon the right objet, .npon God and good- 
neſs, with theſe zodly ones here in my text ? 
Then hold a firia nd over your thoughts. : be 
often in and; upon the examination of them, 
Evils, you muſt know,begio firſt in the thoughts, 
EMVar15.,19. For ont of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adwulteries, for nications, thefts, 
falſe witneſs, blaſphemies, Firſt, evilthonghts; 
and whac then? murders, advlceries , fornica 
rions , thefts , falſe witneſs, blaſphemies, E- 
vil thoughts are ſer inthe front of this black 
Roll, When God would expreſs the wicked- 
neſs of the old world, he ſaith, Gen,6.5. ' That 
every imagination of the thoughts of their heart was 
onely evil continually, The imagination: gives 
ſhape to every thing that the minde works 
oÞ, The reaſon of Atheiſm, is Blaſphemy in 
the rhonghts, the reaſon. of worldlineſs, is 
ſome wicked thought thar lies bid in the bo- 
ſome : and therefore ſaich God, 1ſa.5 5.7. Let 
the wicked forſake his way, and the nnreghtcone 
man hi thoughts, You muſt nor onely mark your 
way » bur your thoughts: race every corrupt de» 
fire , every inclination z. every affeQion , every 
tranſient motion 2 whatever paſſeth cherow 
your hearts in the whole day, callitco an _— 
| bh _ (4 
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ſer upon.the tryal of ic. Our thoughts are even 


- Infinice,nimble, ſlippery ; and therefore we had 


the moreneed to watch them, and to ſer upon 
the ſearch of them ; and having found of what 
nature they are, and of what tendencie they are; 
cheriſh the good , and check the” bad, One e- 
vil chought, one ſinful cogication, being uncon-= 


trolled y and given way to; Ohow may it vex 


and diſquiet our hearts, when we come to lic 
apon our death-beds! As David dealt with his 
wayes, ſo doyon with your thonghrs : 7 con- 
fidered my wajes, faith he ;' ſo do you your 
thoughts. CR : 

4. If you would think of God, and che thinzs 
of God; then heighten your love to God, and 
the things of God. Strong affeRions make 
firong impreſſions, and cauſe great thonghrs of 
hearr, A man cannot bur chink much of char 
which he loves mnch, | and therefore ſaith Da- 
vid, in Pſalm 119, verſe 97, OhowlT lovethy 
law ! it is my meditation allthe day: q.d. Ido 
buadantly lovethy law: I dolove ic ſogreatly, 
as thar 1 cannot well expreſs how greatly 1.love 
It : O how [ love thy law ! and therefore 'cis, that 
I am ſo much in the meditation of ir, Be ſure of 
ir , that onr infinite wandrings , and woful 
trifling away of "our golden honrs in idle and e- 
vil chonghrs, is cauſed very much by our cold- 
neſs and [yuke-warmneſs in onr love ro God, and 
the things that are of divine concernment. 
Would we but prefer Ged , and the things of 
God, incomparably before all other things - 
whatſoever: wonld we once make ſupernatu- 
ral and heavenly things our chief porcion and 

K 2 cred- 


___ (p33) F 
rreaſure ; © thee would our haarts be chiefly ſee 
upon them.» 35d Qur thoughts moſily run on them, 
See what our Saviour ſ:jth , Afatth. 6.. 21. 
bers your tveaſure is, there will your heart be 

o. | | 7 
' 5. And then in the laſt place, ta thisend , make 
uſe of Prayer too, You know that Gad is both the 
heart-rpakery and ehe heartemender 2 deſire bim'to 
put your ſouls int a fpiricyal fram2 and temper ; ro 
dire& your hearrs yate the remembrance of his 
Nam*. Pray far your ſelves, as David did onee 
for his people, 1 Chron. 29. 18, Oh Lord God 
of Abraham. Iſaac, and Iſrael onr fathers, keep 
this for ever us the imagination of the thoughts 
of the heart of thy people 5 and propare our hearts 
Sno thee. In like manner, let us pray, Lord, 
keep thy Name for qyer in the imagination of the 
thoughts of qur hearts, and prepare aur hearty une 
ta thee's or as he prays, Pſalm 19.14, Lee ohe 
words of 11y month, and the meditation of wy 
heart , be acceptable in thy fight, O Lerd 
wy ftenpth and my redeemer. Pray that God 
would raiſc up your heans, and rayiſh yanr hearts; 
that you may ſo medicace upon his Name , that you 

may have reſpeR una all his ways, 

' I ſhould come to give you ſore Rules or PireAi- 
ons concerging this holy weditation s Bug of thew 
( God willing ) the nexc rime« 

Now becauſe circumſtances hear ſuch a weight in 
every aQion , as thatchey gicber make or war ity 
beſore I ipcak of the form and manner of our thiak- 
ing upon the Name of God , I fhallgeliver a ward 
er (Wo concerning the circuraftances of Medication» 
There are two Circumſtances to þs heeded in this 
dutye 2. The 


(£37 
' tu. Fhe PE... A of The, 
[ Lf Tn 2» Theelfenmftince of Place. 
be  Tbegia-with the Gifcuniſi ance of Fime, Though 
ED it caſhot be gonied; but chat a Chriftiih (ſhould 
ce have dayly corverſt abd conmrtudidn with God ; he 
Ie Gould be alwayes cjactliring and raifidg: typ of | his 
To hea rt: 10. heaven , faying with David , Palm 
oO $5.4. later patt of the verſe? Untothbre, O Lord, 
is | do 1 lift np my ſoul. Though he cugtitiotake 0: 
re cafion , evca from thoſe thinas which do' occur 
PF aitd offer themſelves unto his eurward feaſes, to 
'p #fpiitandclimbup co Godin his heart 5 yer, with- 
ts | our donbes every Cluiftizh ſhould tedverh ſome fic 
ts and convenient portion of time, atid ſer it apart 
j, | fromotheremploymznts, that ſo be ny folemaly 
ie and ſeriouſly think upon the Nztrie of God 3 he 
I» mult not onely doit occafionzlly, bur he mutt ap- 
"e point ſome time or other on ſer purpoſe, ther he may 
FJ the more thorowly ditcharge this neceſſary duty 2 
'd at whick time he ſhould coneentre, and draw as it . 
d were into one point , ali the powers and faculties of 
; | his foul, andcommind them to attend this heaven= 
" ly exerciſe , as much as may be , without diltaRi- 
on, And fuppoſe, Beloved, it were no great task, 
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i | tofetchrin the praftiſcof ſome of the holy men of God 
3 chis way. Fac went out to mcdirete 2t the even- 

| tide, Gew,24.63. *Tis conceived, ſec did this 
in | uſually , though at thistime peradvenrure moreear» i 
2 aefily , by rea(01 of chat important buſines he had } 5 
A in hand g which was his marriage. I ſeems that 0; 
d | Jſacodidordinarily goforch about even-ide {wich [fp 
p | was, faith Mr. Aruſworth, at theniach hour of 
js | thedayy with us, cenechird hour in the afcecnoon, 
e about three of the clock) ro m<dicare, This was 
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Tſasc's ſet-time for meditation, as (Ifay) tis 
generally conceived, So David ; the Name of 
God , and the Word of God , was his medita- 
tion all the day, Pſa/mz 119.97, and in the 
vight , Pſaim 119,55, yer there are ſome texts 
which lead is tothink, that David had his ſer 
and ſolemn times for chis purpoſe : amongſt 0- 
chers,” I will inſtance onely in thar one , Palm 
x39.18, the laſt words of the verſe: then [ «- 
wake, 1 am ſtill withthee, Seme indeed refer this 
rothe laſt refurretion; and give out David's 
meaning to be this: When I atiſe one of my 
orave, I hall beftill wichchee, I ſhall eyer be 
wich the Lord, 

Bur we need not toforce the text: as David 
had orher ſer-times to medirare vpon God, ſo 
the morning was one of them: When TI awake 
our of my ſleep, or, as ſoon as Tawakeour of 
my ſleep, Tam with thee in holy meditation, 
So that , Beloved, ye are not ovely co maintain 
' 2 conſtant commnnion with God in this duty ; 
bur there malt be ſome time laid alide on ſet pur- 
pole for this duty, | a - 

- Theſecond circumſtance that T ſhall ſpeak of, 
is the circumſtance of Place ; and here, as I 
ſpake of the time, ſo I may ſpeak of the place 
for holy meditation : As atalltimes we ſhould 
chick upon the Name of God, ſoin all places 
nor one]y in this place appointed for the pnb- 
lick ſervice of God, but inall other places; in 
your houſes , in your ſhops , and places of 
rrading ; at board, andat bed ; at home, and 
abroad» Bantyer, for preventing of diſtraion, 
and conſidering that Satan is ready to'take all ad- 
| | Vane 
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7 yantages againſt ns, labouring might and main, 


by ontward obje&s , to diſtract and divide the 
faculties of our. ſouls with impercinent or urpro- 


firable chouzhrs, yea wich finful and corrupt 


thonghts ; 'rherefore 1 conceive ir-necefſary,char 
the place where we meditate moſt ſeriouſly 


| andſolemnly, ſhould be retired and ſecret, The 


devil well knows how neer and familiar earthly 
things are co our ſenſes, and how remore and 
far diſtavc heavenly and ſupernatural things are ; 
cherefore he world fain work upon our carnali- 
ty, by preſenting earthly objeRs, and by chem 
would fain convey to our hearts earthly-mind- 
edneſs ; and ſobereave us of the benefirof me- 
dictation. So that, I ſay, to prevent the poii- 
cie and malice of the devil, *%cis beſt , whenever 
we deſire in good earneſt to ſer upon this duty, 
to wichdraw onr ſelyes into ſome private place, 
into our chambers, ſtudies , or cloſets, Whar 
our Saviour ſpeaks concerning the dary of Pray- 
er, We may apply unto the duty of holy medi- 
cacion: Hatth,6,6, When thou prayeſt, enter in- 


 tothyeliſet : ſo, when thou mcdirareſt , entec 


into thy cloſer; withdraw as much as may be 
from the noiſe and clutter of the world ; do ir 
as privately and relervedly as may be. I mighr 
ive you ſome inſtances for this too. {[ſacc 
didit inthe field , as yon may finde inthe texr 
before alledeed, Gex.24.63, he was private In 
medication and ſoliloquie, Upon this paſſage of 
Iſaac, 1 finde one 10 have. this obſervation, 
© Domitian, ſairh he , abourthe beginning of his 


4 Empire, uſually ſequeſired himſelf from com- 
| © pany an hour every day ; bur did nothing the 
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© while; bur catch Flyes, and kill them with }F 
© a pen-knife : but /ſass ſequeſtred himſelf from |. 
© com , to a better-pvrpoſe z he improved 
© his ſoljcarineſs for deep meditation and folilo- 
©quie, David performed rhis duty 18 his bed, 
6 Pſalm 63.6. and therefore ſaxuh he, Pſalm 4, 
$ 4. {ommune with your own beart upon your 
© bed, | 

And rhns have I given you a word or two 
concerning che circumſtinces that are to be con- 
fidered in and about this diy, Before 1 
come tothe form or-manner of performince, 1 
might ſpeak ſomething of che matrer or (ub- 
Rance of the ducy. Bur 1 ſhall onely hior ar this, 
becauſe T haye ſpoken already to this purpoſe, in 
the opening of this pare of the text, efAnd 
theught wp»n bu Name. That which we think 
npon-, mult be che Name of God. A lutle 
word, but of largeextenr, Wemaſt think npon 
all that is poflible for us creatures re know of 
God ; think upon his Eflence, think npon his 
Actributes, Wiſdom , Power, Juſtice, Mercy, 
Infiviceneſs, Holineſs, Omniſcience, Omnipre- 
ſfencz, &c. We mult ehivk upon his Ordinances, 
Ways, Word, and Worſhip; rhirk upon bis 
work*, wherher common to the world, as 
rreation and providence 5 or as more proper 
and peculiarco his Church , as EleQion , Re- 
dem>tion, Juification, Saratrfication. Upon 
theſe muſt we think, and whatſoever is com- 
priſed under the Name of God, 

Bur I paſs by this, and come nnto the more 
particuiar directions, I defire you to obſerve 
_ theſefollowing Rules,ip reference unto Medita- 
[1CD, | I, Thiwk 
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Fs : 3, Thiok upon God primatilyy rhieflyy end. 

_ Inchefuſt place, Leethe Nama of yon Foo 
the firſi-fruics of your ehouehkes;+.--begin warty 
God in the morning, 2s David did, in tha 
place fore-alleadged, 7 /«/ms 1 39.18.and arthe 
Church did, 1(44.26.9 Withmy ſou! bave 1 da» 
fired thee in the night , ye4, with my ſpirit within upd 
well { ſech, thee early : 1.6. 1 have nor onely chonghe 
upon thee iv my moſt retired thenghts 5 bne 
thou buſt had my firſt;as well as my-lait chonghes 3 
Iended wich thee at night, and I began with 
thee in the morning. Oh Beloved, as 'tis a 
ſweet thing co clo'e our eyes , ſo'tis our duty 
ro Open our eyes, and to begin the dry wich 
God. I ſhall nor ſtindupon chis, becauſe 1 
ſpake ſomething ro this purpoſe inche Means, 
That rule of our Saviour is general., and there- 
fore holds here : Mark.6.33. But. ſeck, ye fr 
the kingdom of God, and bis righteouſneſs: Let heas 
ven]y things or ebjeas bave the priocity, ſupart- 
ority, and principality in yore rhoughts, , No 
donbt bur 'ris lawful for us tothink of onr ye» 
ceflary buſineſſes : but we muſtthipk of rhemvin 
their proper place and ſeaſon; ſecandarily, firhe 
' Ordinately., and in the ſecond places Be ſure 
that God have the Priwitie and firli-(raits of 
your thoughts. Buc in the ſecond place: 

2, Think upon the Name of God follicicoufly 
ang carefully, and with all your might. So much 
is implied in that word C1707», CHMate. 6. 33. 
The word ſeeking includes pain, toil, and labor; 
nor an idle velleity, Ora ſupine and lazie with, 
If we ncge the extent of the word, it neresſo 
to require or exaR , as doth an imporinaare dif- 

| purer 
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puter in the Schools , « - FO tormentor bn 
che Rack. This Greek word implyeth the ſame 
chatche Hebrew word h4habh doth in my tex : 
it carries With it, as Itold yon in the opening 
of this phraſe, the incenrion of the minde, I 
confeſs , thac with Martha, weare apt totron- 
ble our heads abont many things, apt to cur- 
moil onr ſpirits wich fretting , vexing , carking 
and corroding cares and thoughts of the things 
of this life ; quice contrary co that Goſpei-pre- 
cept, Mat.6.31. & Phil.4. 6. This, 1 ſay, we 
are prone and ready enough unto : Oh that'we 
could bur more largely, more affeAionartely , 
more carefully and induftriouſly think upon the 
things of God ! This is a duty of the firſt Com- 
mandment, yea, this is that firſt and great Com 
mandment , Thouſhalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, with all thy minde , and with af} thy 
might, This duty of medication npon the 
Name of God, requires much earneſineſs. 

3. PraRiſe chis duty chearfully , readily and 
willingly : The worldly man needs not co be 
invited co minde his profic, the voluptnons man 
his pleaſure , or che ambitions man his honour : 
theſe they do naturally; and what men do n4- 
eucally , chat they do freely and willingly, Ob 
bur how many invications and inducements mn't 
Chriſtians have co this duty ! how averſe from it, 
how backward are w= unto it! Wecan think of 
any thing more ealily and readily , then we can 
think of God, and the things of God. I beſeech 
you thar fear God ro conſider, that God loves 
not to {train upon any, neicher regards he an 1n- 
yoluntary or anwilling ſervice, 'Tis ſaid indeed, 
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' 2(or:9.7. later pare of che verſe : God loverh a 
| Chearful giver. And what is ſpoken of that ſer- 
- Vice, Is as true of any other. God loves to ſee 
ns ſer npon our duties chearfully., and with a 
| willing minde : this is acceptable and delightful 
to him, //a.1.19.P/alnm 110,3,Godexpeds afree 
' and a Princely ſpiric from his people cowards hiis 
| ſervice : Exod.35.5. A true worſhipper of God is 
| northruſt and driven on by an onward written 
| Law; butfindes'a law wricten in his 0wn heatr; 
They who have felc the day of. Divine power, 
| are not ated by humane power., by the coerti- 
ons and ordinances of men, they are nnder-no 
conſtraint, -in this duty of meditation eſpecially; 
bur that of the love of God, and of Chrif.. - If 
| God ſhall delight in whar thon doeſt, letic be 
thy delight and recreation to think upon his 
' Name. I muſt nor Rand long upon thele parti- 
' culars, becauſe I ſee the cime haſteneth away. 
Well chen, inthe fourch place, | 
- 4-Think upon God ſoberly,not thinking ta pry 
inroGods ſecrers furcher then he hath been pleaſ(- 
ed roreveal them, Dexr,29029, The ſecret things 
belong unto the Lord our God: but thoſe things which 
are revealed, belong unto 1s, This Is one of thoſe 
places which in the Hebrew is marked with a 
ſpecial note, ro the end that we ſhould cake 
ſpecial notice of it. As we mnſt not think of 
' our ſelves beyond ſobriety, according to thar of 
che Apoſtle, Rom. 12.3, {o neither muſt we 
 thinkof God beyond ſobriety, or abovewhat | 
is wricten of him : if wedo, we ſhall quickly 
loſe onr-ſelves , and be ſwallowed up ina Maze 
or Whirl-pool of erronrs, Ye may ſooner _ 
the 


<s Oceav with a ſhell or ſpoon, thenrhepers þ 


fe&ions of God, with our latgeſt undertiand- 
ings : 7eb 38.24, Haſt thow entered into the wea- 
ſwres of the ſnow? or haſt thou ſer the treaſures of 


the bail} There ate tecrecs in Natureqwhich were | 


never centred inco by Arc. « therreaſfures of 'the 
ſnow and of the hail deſcend upon us; bur we 


cannot aſcend inco che treaſures bf them. Wwe 


cannot enter inro natural chings. how thew 
(hall we encec into ſpiritus] ? how ſhall we enrer 
neo, or our chonghes comprehend the God of 
ſpirits? 1 Cor,2.9, Eye hath not ſeen , nov ear 
heard , neither have entved into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath propared for them that 
hve hams ; and if he things char God hath pre« 
pared for may, are not yet enred imo his 
heart; bow can God, who hath prepared thefe 
chings, evcer inco his heart ? And therefore be 
modeſt and ſober , keep within the bounds of 
the Word,iv your divine contewplations, 

' 5. Think of God ſpiricually, To frame any 
groſs, carnal, crearthly image of Ged in our 
mindes;- or to repreſent him co our nadertiaft- 
dings , by che fimijnnde or likeneſs of any cred» 
cure Wharſoever;—-this is pla idolatry, forbids 
den in the ſecond Commandment. See whe 
God (2ith,Dawr 4.1 5,16,1 7,18, Nay,chis was 
x chief par: of rcirHetleniim 6r Georiliſm, of 
whom the Apoltle ſpeaks, Row 1r.23, However, 
cis may be very helpful co us in our thonghes of 
God, to conceive of» bim as of God in Chrift. 
Chriſt is, #8 che aumchor to the Hebrews rel] ny, 
H:b.1 3. The brightneſs of hu glory, and the ex- 
proſe mage of hic perſon, Chrilt is as kx _—_— 
| : a2q- 
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 "Tafely unto God. Doubileſs we may fix evict 
 Mindes upon the humane narure, in which the 

Godhead dwells bodily, and to which is pe» 
ſonally 'woired, - And under any other cha- 
_ or reſemblance, we may not think of 

od, 57 PENS 
| » 6. Think upon Gad reverently: We are bid 
. to ſerve him with fear, Pſaſm2.1t, 5,ec, with 
a holy, filial, and reverential fear, If we doner 
chus think upon his Name, we take bis Name 
in vain ; we defile and pollnte his Name, Thus 
| thoſe wicked Priefts, ſpoken of inthe begin» 
ning of chis Prephecie of Malachi, arefaid to 
deſpiſe the Name of God, yea to pollute ir: and 
why was it? why becauſe chey thonghc char any 
thing was good enough for God , Mal 1.6,7,S. 
Beloved, theName of God is a great, dreadful, 
and terrible Name; and therefcre we had need 
ro think of ir with prepared hearts, and compe- 
ſed affteRions. While we think upon his Name, 
let us awe his Name, ang diead his Name. 
Bac I can enlarge my felf nofurcher, che time 
being paſt, And cherefore,in che laſt place, 

7. Perform this duty conftancly : nor onely 
primarily, ſollicicouſly, chearfully, ſoberly, fpi- 
ricually, and reverently; bur perpetually and 
conſtantly, Theſe godly ones here in oy cext, 
as they did not confer rogether onely once or 
twice , but ofren; ſo they often thenghe upon 
the Name of God : they did ic habicually, ic 
was their uſnal pratice, We ſhould never give 
over thinking upon the Name of God, util 


our thinking upon his Name be impoved to _ 
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Jall we know,if we follow on 


$5.6, We ſhall experimentally know the Lord, if | 
we ſhall proſecute knowledoe, and not con- | 
rencour ſelves wich meaſures already attained, | 


And ſo much for this Point, and for 
rhistime, 
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